Bellsbank Parent Council Meeting 16/03/26 at 3pm in Bellsbank Primary School
Apologies
Shona Anderson, Cheryl Macsween

Present
Kerry Berham, Kerry Whitelaw, Lynsey Kat, Carol Allan, Natasha Higginson, Stacey Collins, Mrs Greig, Mrs Mclurkin.

H.T. Report
We are staffed for 5 classes with an additional teacher. We are considering trying out a new class structure that is being done in North Lanarkshire and East Dumbartonshire now. It would be a straight P1 class, 2 classes of P2,3,4 and 2 classes of P5,6,7 both teachers for each class would work together doing lesson plans and they may teach in each other's classes with certain subjects dependent on strengths With this Children who are at different stages of learning can work with others at a similar level. Children who need extra help will still be taken out of class for the extra support. 
Mrs Waddel and Mrs Leitch will be returning full time after the Easter holidays they are currently doing 4 days. Mrs Waddel is working between P4/7, and Mrs Leitch is working between P1/3. Mrs Ferguson is part time and will return full time after the summer break. We have a new classroom assistant joining us, Miss Madeline. Mrs Droy will be leaving end of June as she was only here to cover Mrs Fergusons Maternity leave. 
Swearing is a problem in the school from the children we have been speaking to Child Psychologist about this, and they have advised we need to make it clear what will not be accepted. 
Whole school regulation is getting higher, what we have been doing is working. 
Breaktime all children are now in the playground at the same time. The children take their snack out with them, and they are putting their litter in the bin and tidying up after themselves. We noticed giving them a calm activity after break wasn't working for them, they need time to wind down so there doing something more active now. 
Weve been looking into some sensory circuits and equipment for sensory room if the parent council could ask for this in next set of funding application. 
Weve been giving the children tasks each week, week 1 was tidy and rubbish, week 2 was please and thank you, week 3 is safety and kindness, play respectfully, week 4 still to be decided.
The national writing program has been led be the East Teacher Mrs Shepherd which has been Great, she observed all classes with literacy and gave her feedback, we are the only school in East Ayrshire to have gotten this.
The Curriculum is under review for the first time since 2009 all staff will be trained.
Project based learning P1/3 have different activities, p4/5 how to fill your cup and p6/7 burns supper.
P7 only had 3 parents turn up for the burn's supper there are 14 children in the class. The Choir performed so they still had an audience, but we were thinking maybe the parent council could be involved next year and we could hold the event in the evening and do some fundraising as well to hopefully bring more parents in.
The world book danceathon was great and the reading tea went well lots of parents turned up. P4/5 took their roles seriously signing everyone in.
Period 2 attendance has quite a big drop but there was a sickness bug. Hopefully will start climbing again.
The East Team, Mrs Shepherd is leaving and were waiting to find out if we're going to get any other support. 
Dysregulation analysis tool, violence recorded, make sure risk assessments are done. Guidance for mobile phones as shouldn't be used in school.
P7 Residential trip was part funded by parent council and went well.
Parent Council paid for P7 Leavers hoodies everyone is looking Great.

Pre-election period starts today so we can't go to councillors for help or advice on anything until the election is over.
The teacher strike has been avoided for now new dates august 2027.
P7 transition, Mr Robertson the Head teacher of Doon came to visit last week, went well. The Children visited the science department. The enhance transition starts soon.
P1 transition cafe is 21st April at 9am if some parent council members could attend to speak to parents. The children will visit P1 every Thursday during term 4. 
Parent Council Business
Sponsored walk had to be cancelled due to weather, so a Danceathon was held instead, and 17 sponsor sheets were handed in, and we raised £810.60 so far.
We would like communication meetings the week or so before an event just to go over everything. We have also set up a new email. 
Easter Disco 1st April 5-6.30pm, DJ and welcome board booked, and Lynsey will go to booker for snacks which will be premade bags and included in ticket price which we will ask Mrs Whiteford to make for us. Children will come in the front entrance and leave by the back entrance. Their ticket will state they must be picked up by an adult.
We will hold an Easter raffle on Facebook an adult hamper and an Easter Bunny plush and egg for Kids to raise some extra funds.
Stacey has been working on our gambling licence, and it will cost us £40 for this.
P7 Leavers will have pizza and a movie again for them and Leaver's t-shirts.

Next Meeting
27th April 3pm Bellsbank Primary School



