Bellsbank Primary Parent Council Meeting at 6pm on 17/11/25 in Bellsbank Primary School

Welcome/apologies
Hi everyone, how are we? We have apologies from Stacey Collins and Jodie Hay.

Present
Kerry Whitelaw, Arlene Mckelvie, Lynsey Kat, Carol Allan, Shona Anderson, Mrs Greig, Mrs Mclurkin.

H.T. Report
Major Staffing issues. Mrs Waddel has been off sick since September and is ongoing. Mrs Leitch has been off a couple of weeks and will hopefully return mid-December. Mrs Boyle is now off sick. Mrs Shepherd East Teams is also off sick but we have managed to get cover for her to keep the additional support going for the Children who need it. Mrs Roberts has been off sick and will be leaving us on 5th December, her job has to be advertised and hopefully filled before Christmas to start in the New Year. We are struggling to get supply staff to cover and this is why we have had to make the decision to cancel the swimming lessons and breakfast club as it was not possible to carry on. They will start again when the pool reopens, and breakfast club will start in January. All staff have been working really hard trying to keep things as normal for the Children as possible. 
The Child Psychologist will be visiting the school to observe Children who are needing help to regulate emotions and deal give staff some techniques on how to help them individually. Staff have been using regulation trackers with these Children and are noticing a pattern and working on strategies to help. 
East Ayrshire Council have been looking into more ways to cut budgets and there really is nothing else left to cut. 
Children who were taking swimming lessons have been making some great progress and this will continue in the New Year.
We have the Christmas trip to the cinema to look forward to on 5th December, coaches have been booked.
Weve had a very positive attainment in P1,4,7 80% in every measure. 
The Improvement plan is now on the app. We are working on the anti-bullying policy. Also we have been reading the novel Can You See Me written by an Autistic Girl, to widen the knowledge on Autism and Inclusion.
Were working on another project based learning for the whole school.
P5/6 visited the care home to find out how games have changed over the years. They have been making games for the Christmas Fair and will be presenting these at school assembly to be voted.
Attendance is still sitting at 89.9% Letters to show attendance will be sent out to all parents next week for them to see.
We had our Remembrance assembly with P6/7 unfortunately no parents attended but the children still did their presentation for the rest of the school.
Our pupil leadership team will be at the anti-bullying assembly (HEART) Help everyone at the right time. Our Eco team will be working in the garden, Councillor Drew Filson was up advising them. We also have our Junior Librarians Team.
Christmas Fair will take place 3rd December
Cinema trip 5th December
Nativity 8th December
Christmas concert 11th December


P.C. Business


· We had a Great turn out for Halloween Disco the Kids Loved it and the tickets and premade bags went well. Next year we will have a note on back of ticket asking who will collect the Child and a contact number. We will also have parents come in one door to collect and out the other door to leave.

· P.V.G. WE need to apply for disclosure for all members Mrs Greig has emailed about this. 
    
· East Ayrshire Steering Group, Arlene attended and found out some great information for parent councils. Advertise parent council, send a survey out to parents to find out what they would like to see from parent council. Send a leaflet home with kids telling parents what we have done and it can also be put up on tv screen at school reception. Parent Council are also on the glow blog and anyone can access minutes from there. Mrs Mclurkin suggested some members pop along to P1 transition cafe to speak to parents and advertise parent council. 

·  Dalmmelington Community Centre Christmas Fair we have a table ther also where we will be raffling a Kids and Adult hamper and guess the name of the bear which was kindly donated by Linda Chalmers.

· We will purchase advent calendars for all children to be given out by Santa at the Christmas Fair.
· We will also sell ginger wine and shortbread at the Christmas show to advertise parent council.


Next meeting still to be arranged.

Metting ended 7.15pm.



