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1859
Charles Darwin’s book 

‘On the origin of 
species’ was published.

1863
The foundation of the 
Football Association.

1863
The first underground 
railway was opened in 

London.

1861
Prince Albert died at the 

age of 42.

1864
Boys under 10 were banned 

from working as chimney 
sweeps.

1853
The first post 
boxes were 
built across 

Britain.

1851
The Great Exhibition was 
opened at Crystal Palace 

by Prince Albert.

1856
Police forces became compulsory in 
every county across the country.

1851
The first free public 

library was opened in 
Winchester.

The first public 
flushing toilet was 
opened in London.

1852


