
The world’s first 
computer program-
mer, Lady Ada 
Lovelace, publishes 
notes predicting the 
future of computers

Marie Curie becomes the 
first person to receive 2 
Nobel Prizes, thanks to 
pioneering work on radiation

‘Queen of the Hurricanes’, 
Elsie MacGill, begins an 
engineering career that 
will see her immortalised 
as a comic book hero

Nuclear fission is 
discovered by physicist 
Lise Meitner

Actress & inventor, 
Hedy Lamarr, patents 
a radio-controlled 
defence system used 
to protect allied 
torpedoes

Navy Rear Admiral Grace 
Hopper programmes an 
early proto computer, 
making coding history

America achieves 
human 
spaceflight 
thanks to the 
contributions of 
mathematician 
Katherine 
Johnson

Rachel Carson publishes 
Silent Spring, a book 
credited with accelerating 
the global environmental 
movement

Valentina 
Tereshkova 
becomes the first 
woman to venture 
into space

Dorothy Hodgkin receives 
a Nobel Prize for 
uncovering the atomic 
structure of penicillin & 
vitamin B12

Evidence for the 
existence of dark 
matter is 
discovered by the 
astronomer Vera 
Rubin

Mae Carol Jemison 
becomes the first 
African-American 
woman in space

Françoise 
Barré-Sinoussi 
receives a Nobel 
Prize for 
identifying HIV as 
the cause of AIDS

Ada Yonath becomes 
first Middle Eastern 
woman to win a 
science Nobel Prize

The Presidential Medal of 
Freedom is awarded to 
physicist Mildred Dresselhaus 
for her pioneering work on 
carbon science

An ancient cuneiform 
tablet highlights 
the work of Tapputi, a 
perfume-maker 
& the world’s first 
recognised chemist

Birth of the first known 
female scientist, 
Merit-Ptah, later a chief 
physician in Ancient Egypt

Birth of the first known 
female mathematician, 
Hypatia of Alexandria, 
leading thinker 
of the Byzantine Empire

Lady Mary Wortley 
Montagu introduces 
smallpox inoculation to 
the UK

Laura Bassi 
becomes the first 
woman to receive 
a science degree

Astronomer Caroline 
Herschel discovers the 
first of her 8 comets

The polymath, Hildegard 
of Bingen, publishes her 
first book on disease, 
medicine & psychology 

Palaeontology history 
is made when Mary 
Anning discovers 
ichthyosaur remains 
in Dorset
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The atomic structure of 
DNA is captured by 
Rosalind Franklin, 
allowing identification 
of the double helix

A BRIEF HISTORY OF WOMEN IN SCIENCE

Throughout history, 
women in science have 
done amazing things for 
human progress. From 
pioneering medicines to 
advanced engineering & 
tech, a woman’s place is 
and always will be in STEM
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