RISK ASSESSMENT FORM 
	RA REF NO:
	PS03
	TITLE OF TASK ASSESSED:
	Playground Area + Outdoor PE
	DIRECTORATE:
	Education & Learning

	SERVICE:
	Shawhead Primary
	STAFF GROUP:
	All staff, Pupils + Visitors
	DATE:
	Session 2026 2027



	WHO IS AT RISK
	SPECIFIC INFORMATION
	LOCATION(S)

	Staff
	☒	
The following is a generic risk assessment relating to playground and play areas in schools, and P.E./Sports activities. Each P.E activity will require to use appropriate equipment for age of pupils
	Council Property
	☒
	Service Users
	☒	
	
	

	Contractors
	☒	
	3RD Party Premises
	☐
	Members of Public
	☒	
	
	

	New & Expectant Mothers
	☒	
	Other Location
	☐
	Young Persons
	☒	
	
	



	HAZARDS
	I.e. what has the potential to do harm in terms of Location, Equipment, Activity, Person and Substance.
	Risk Rating

	GENERAL CONTROL MEASURES
	What have you in place to avoid, reduce and manage risks) (Consider the RA control hierarchy – Eliminate, Reduce, Isolate, Control and then PPE. Always consider need for Provision of Information, Training, and Instruction & Supervision. 
You can also refer out to any existing Safe Working Procedures.
	Likelihood         L
Consequence   C



	HAZARDS
	GENERAL CONTROL MEASURES
	Risk Rating*
	Is Action req’d?
AP No.

	
	
	L
1-5
	C
1-5
	Overall
1-25
	

	Slips/Trips/Falls
	· Area to be checked daily by the Facilities Assistant who should have received their Sharps training, to check for any items that may cause a hazard and remove/report.
· Area to be checked to ensure all drain covers, downpipe drain covers etc. are in place.  Any missing parts report to ‘repairs’.
· Ensure the surface of the playground is in good order and report to ‘repairs’ if necessary.
· Class teachers will visually assess the outside areas prior to use for outdoor PE
· Free play in primary areas generally contain a lot of equipment.  All staff and pupils to take care.
· Playground equipment to be tidied away at the end of the day
· Ensure all incidents are reported on the correct Incident Form for entry onto iTrent.
· Access to First Aider at all times.
· Pupils are reminded to travel appropriately around the playground taking account of surface changes.
· High visibility lines in place for pupil with visual impairment to indicate surface changes.
· Surface must be checked to be adequate for use of scooters.

	

4
	

3
	

12
	

1

	Emergency Exits from school blocked
	· Ensure that any free play equipment / sticks / flower tubs do not sit near to emergency exits to prevent quick evacuation from the building.
	2
	4
	8
	

	Dangerous items /syringes / drugs found in school grounds
	· Facilities Assistant to check the area daily preferably prior to the pupils coming on Facilities assistant to have received their Sharps training and know how to deal with items.
· Police to be called.
· EducationHS@dumgal.gov.uk to be emailed with details.
· PPE to be worn prior to touching anything.
	2
	3
	6
	

	Inclement weather
	· Facilities Assistant and / or HT/ PT will take decision about indoor play / PE due to inclement weather. 
· Pupils with appropriate clothing and footwear will be able to play outside in inclement weather if it is deemed safe to do so by staff.

	3
	3
	9
	

	PE Clothing / sun protection
	· Pupils to bring appropriate clothing and footwear for outdoor play / PE. 
· PE cannot be undertaken in wellingtons/flip flop type footwear.
· Pupils should have suntan lotion applied prior to coming to school on sunny days.
· Pupils must wear bike helmets if going on 2 or 3 wheel scooters of any kind
	3
	3
	4
	

	Equipment dangerous and requiring maintenance
	· Ensure play equipment is checked at least weekly by the Facilities.
· Remove / take out of use any equipment that is broken/faulty immediately.
· Staff to report defects to their Line Manager.

	3
	3
	9
	

	Playground games used inappropriately
	· Pupils to take responsibility for using equipment safely.
· Discussions with the pupils around safe play.
· Playground supervisor to stop any unsafe play – report to the HT.
· Bike helmets must be used when playing on scooters

	3
	2
	6
	

	Access to school site by inappropriate persons
	· Ensure playground gates are locked and have a number access padlock on them so that they can be opened in an emergency and access by emergency vehicles.
· Phone number to access on sign on gates.
· All staff have access codes.
	1
	5
	5
	

	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	



	Assessor Name
	
	Job Title
	
	Signature
	
	Date
	

	Managers Name
	Gordon Tennant
	Job Title
	Head Teacher
	Signature
	
	Date
	15/09/2026

	Review date
	Sep 2027
	Reviewer
	Gordon Tennant
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	GENERAL CONTROL MEASURES
	Risk Rating*
	Is Action req’d?
AP No.

	
	
	L
1-5
	C
1-5
	Overall
1-25
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Risk assessment Action Sheet
	Title of Activity being Assessed
	Playground Area + Outdoor PE
	Risk Assessment Ref. Number
	

	Action Ref. Number
	Action Required
	Risk Rating before Action
	Risk Rating after Action
	Target Date
	Person Responsible for Action
	Date Completed

	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	



	Assessor Name
	
	Job Title
	
	Signature
	
	Date
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Managers Name
	
	Job Title
	
	Signature
	
	Date
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