RISK ASSESSMENT FORM 
	RA REF NO:
	PS026b
	TITLE OF TASK ASSESSED:
	Outdoor Sports Facilities (Generic) 
	DIRECTORATE:
	Education, Skills & Community Wellbeing


	SERVICE:
	Shawhead Primary School
	STAFF GROUP:
	All Teachers / Coaches
	DATE:
	2026 2027 session



	WHO IS AT RISK
	SPECIFIC INFORMATION
	LOCATION(S)

	Staff
	☒	The following is a Generic Risk Assessment relating to Outdoor Sports.

This Risk Assessment refers to all elements relating to the safe use of outdoor sports facilities. Education Scotland and National Governing Body advice and guidance must always be adhered to when participating in sporting activity.   

These activities may include: 

Baton Twirling, Badminton, baseball, basketball, benchball, cricket, football, handball, hockey, lacrosse, netball, rounders, rugby, soft ball, table tennis, unihoc, volleyball, sports days, etc.

  
This risk assessment should be used for primary schools. External hirers can use these as a guide for producing their own risk assessments when booking the facilities.


	Council Property
	☒
	Service Users
	☒	
	
	

	Contractors
	☐	
	3RD Party Premises
	☐
	Members of Public
	☒	
	
	

	New & Expectant Mothers
	☒	
	Other Location
	☐
	Young Persons
	☒	
	
	



	HAZARDS
	I.e. what has the potential to do harm in terms of Location, Equipment, Activity, Person and Substance.
	Risk Rating

	GENERAL CONTROL MEASURES
	What have you in place to avoid, reduce and manage risks) (Consider the RA control hierarchy – Eliminate, Reduce, Isolate, Control and then PPE. Always consider need for Provision of Information, Training, and Instruction & Supervision. 
You can also refer out to any existing Safe Working Procedures.
	Likelihood         L
Consequence   C






	HAZARDS
	GENERAL CONTROL MEASURES
	Risk Rating*
	Is Action req’d?
AP No.

	
	
	L
1-5
	C
1-5
	Overall
1-25
	

	Unauthorised access 
(Risk of personal harm, vandalism)
	· Grounds to be locked at the end of each activity and be part of the daily lock up routine (where appropriate)
· CCTV is used where available in some schools.
· Dogs must not be walked on school grounds.
· Third Party organisation coaches must not be left alone with a pupil/group of pupils without a member of school staff being present
	
	
	
	

	
Spectators

	· Where spectators are invited, care must be taken to limit trips, slips and falls.  
· Ensure they have access to welfare facilities.
· An area designated to pupils who are not taking part in that particular activity in order to keep track clear.
	
	
	
	

	Nets, goals, bats, balls etc
 (Risk of cuts/bruises, equipment failing)
	· Programmed Planned Preventative Maintenance checks are carried out and recorded by the school.
· A Pre-activity visual check is required prior to activity taking place.
· Any damaged equipment must be removed or taken out of service.
· For safety reasons goalposts of any size (including those which are portable and not installed permanently at a pitch or practice field) must always be anchored securely to the ground or wall see Section 27 Outdoor Sports Facilities
· Portable goalposts must be secured as per the manufacturer’s instructions to prevent overturning.
· Under no circumstances should children be allowed to climb on, swing or play with the structure of the goalposts.
· Portable goalposts should not be left in place after use. They should be dismantled and removed to a place of secure storage.

	
	
	
	

	Physical injury
(Risk of Sprains/cuts/bruises/
falls etc.)
	· Supervision ratios for all activities must be in line with Teachers General Teaching Council for Scotland's (GTCS) registration and / or sport’s National Governing Body. 
· All sessions to be led by appropriately qualified teachers / coaches suitable for age and stage and in line with National Curriculum delivery and National Governing Guidelines.
· Rules regarding appropriate clothing, jewellery, and footwear to be enforced.
· Appropriate practice and games for age and stage. 
· All equipment not part of the session to be removed or “no-go” areas clearly identified.
· Users instructed not to eat whilst taking part in activity (includes chewing gum.). 
· Regular intake of fluids to be encouraged.
	
	
	
	

	Poor playing area / floor or surface.
(Risk of sprains/cut/bruises/
falls etc/slips/trips.)
	· Programmed Planned Preventative Maintenance checks are carried out and managed by Building Facilities Assistant and any repairs reported by email to 
EandR-PEP-repairhelpdesk@dumgal.gov.uk  
· Visual pre activity check of activity area to check for dangerous items before each session.
· Regular cleaning/removal of debris.
· Any area that is wet / slippery is clearly marked with appropriate signage and access to area is appropriately controlled.
· Reschedule activity/event due to conditions if necessary.
· Any areas with identified defects should be made out of bounds until made safe.
· Sports using a ball – the direction / area of play must ensure windows / car parks are not in the direct line of play.
· Participants to wear appropriate footwear for activity.

	
	
	
	

	Surrounding wall protrusions
(Risk of Broken bones/sprains/cuts/
bruises/falls etc.)
	· Visual Pre-activity check 
· Safety guidance / instruction given pre-activity starting. 
· Any protrusions from walls i.e., Metal hooks etc. to be sectioned off.

	
	
	
	

	Participants with medical conditions
(Risk of personal harm)
	· Users complete a medical questionnaire declaring medical conditions.
· Teachers / coaches to be aware of any specific medical conditions that might impact on individuals participating.
· Users should have immediate access to medication (such as inhalers) prior to commencing activity.

	
	
	
	

	Inadequate clothing and personal protective equipment
(Risk of Falls/cuts etc.)
	· Pupils / Users to wear protective equipment i.e., correct type for each activity, e.g., shin pads etc.
· No loose / dangling jewellery permitted, i.e., chains, necklaces, and non-stud earrings.
· Appropriate footwear worn for playing surface. 
	
	
	
	

	Moving equipment
(Risk of musculoskeletal injuries)
	· Individuals that are required to move equipment should be knowledgeable in safe manual handling techniques.
· Users instructed how to handle equipment safely according to their age and strength.
· Users supervised whilst handling equipment, where necessary.
	
	
	
	

	Lack of First Aid Provision
(Risk of not being able to receive treatment)
	· Trained First Aid staff available on site.
· Fully stocked First Aid kit available in PE department / designated office or first aid room
· Small portable ‘grab’ First Aid kit to be used when access to first aid provisions is not instantly available.
· Contact numbers of emergency contacts for users is readily available.

	
	
	
	

	Maintenance of Equipment/
Apparatus
(Risk of injury to users)
	· Annual inspection to be undertaken by a competent person.
· Equipment/apparatus adequately secured when not in use.
· No unauthorised/ unsupervised use of equipment by pupils/Users.
· Pre-use visual checks undertaken.

	
	
	
	

	Unauthorised access to Storerooms
(Risk of crushing, falling objects, slips, trips, falls etc)
	· No Admittance to users only those authorised to do so can access storage areas safely.
· Door to be kept locked and secured to avoid unauthorised access.
· Users to be inducted into correct storage.
· Regular visual inspection by Teachers / Coaches to ensure area is kept safe and equipment is put away securely.
· Use of trolleys (gym Mats) and appropriate wheeled baskets.

	
	
	
	

	Safeguarding
	· Use emergency contact details to call parents or emergency contact.
· 2 responsible adults to wait for individuals to be collected.
· External sports coaches/volunteers must never be left alone with pupils.
· Ensure appropriate supervision ratios are in place.

	
	
	
	

	Welfare Facilities/
Environmental conditions
(Risk of 
Heatstroke)
	· Refer to Changing Rooms & Toilet Areas Risk Assessment.
· Suncream before going out and reapplied as necessary. 
· Hats for non-participants watching in extreme heat.
· Teachers / coaches to familiarise themselves with the symptoms of heatstroke.
· All users have access to fresh drinking water to maintain hydration in hot weather. 
· All users to dress appropriately for the predicted temperature during the activity. 
· Shorten sessions in periods of extreme weather (hot conditions). 
· A temperature range of 13ºC to 16ºC is suitable for most sports.
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	GENERAL CONTROL MEASURES
	Risk Rating*
	Is Action req’d?
AP No.

	
	
	L
1-5
	C
1-5
	Overall
1-25
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Risk assessment Action Sheet
	Title of Activity being Assessed
	Outdoor Sports Facilities (Generic)
	Risk Assessment Ref. Number
	

	Action Ref. Number
	Action Required
	Risk Rating before Action
	Risk Rating after Action
	Target Date
	Person Responsible for Action
	Date Completed
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