RISK ASSESSMENT FORM 
	RA REF NO:
	
	TITLE OF TASK ASSESSED:
	Bushcraft & Fire lighting
	DIRECTORATE:
	Skills Education and Learning 

	SERVICE:
	Shawhead Primary
	STAFF GROUP:
	All staff accompanying the trip
	DATE:
	Session 2026/27



	WHO IS AT RISK
	SPECIFIC INFORMATION
	LOCATION(S)

	Staff
	☒	It is the responsibility of the Head of Establishment / Visit Leader to ensure that this Risk Assessment matches the risks of their specific undertaking.


	Council Property
	☒
	Service Users
	☒	
	
	

	Contractors
	☐	
	3RD Party Premises
	☒
	Members of Public
	☒	
	
	

	New & Expectant Mothers
	☒	
	Other Location
	☒
	Young Persons
	☒	
	
	



	HAZARDS
	I.e. what has the potential to do harm in terms of Location, Equipment, Activity, Person and Substance.
	Risk Rating

	GENERAL CONTROL MEASURES
	What have you in place to avoid, reduce and manage risks) (Consider the RA control hierarchy – Eliminate, Reduce, Isolate, Control and then PPE. Always consider need for Provision of Information, Training, and Instruction & Supervision. 
You can also refer out to any existing Safe Working Procedures.
	Likelihood         L
Consequence   C



	HAZARDS
	GENERAL CONTROL MEASURES
	Risk Rating*
	Is Action req’d?
AP No.

	
	
	L
1-5
	C
1-5
	Overall
1-25
	

	
Wood land environment – (Branches in eyes, falling branches/trees, slips, trips and falls, litter/broken glass/hazardous waste).
	· Group briefed on hazards (check below, eye level and above).
· Staff dynamically risk assess Woodland not accessed in strong winds.
· Brief pupils of conditions under foot, weather etc.
· Monitor footwear, shoelaces etc.
	4
	2
	8
	

	
Members of the public/shared space.
	· Group briefed on interactions with other users.
· Staff dynamically risk assess and monitor.
	3
	1
	3
	

	Getting Lost.
	· Staff to set clear boundaries • Establish group meeting point/base.
· Group briefed on what to do if they think they are lost.

	1
	5
	5
	

	Knife Work Cuts etc.
	· Appropriate knives to be used (no folding knives).
· Before handing out knives, give safety brief & demonstrate safe body working position.
· Before handing out knives, demonstrate good body position, safe passing of knife and ensure no walking with knives out of sheath.
· Make sure all participants are spread out, at least 2 x arm distance.
· First aid kit at hand.
	4
	5
	20
	

	Fire Lighting  (Burns)
	· Staff adequately skilled and experienced.
· Demo safe techniques before students attempt fire lighting – exclusion zone around fire. Only one person to be tending to fire at any one time. One to one supervision of children when working around fire. Once lit fire must be supervised at all times.
· Appropriate fire extinguishing equipment available (water, fire blanket etc.). Also first aid kept near fire site.
· Fire will only be lit in a suitable environment (away from buildings and other potential hazards).
· A burns kit will be available.
· Leave No Trace guidance followed.
	5
	3
	15
	

	Smoke (Inhalation)
	· Site sitting area far enough away from fire to avoid smoke. Change seating positions to upwind of fire. Brief group about fire safety
	2
	3
	6
	

	Use of fire strikers (Burns)
	· Only to be used under supervision. Staff to give briefing on correct use.
	3
	4
	12
	

	Use of Kelly Kettle (Burns, scalds)
	· Staff to check before lighting. Only to be used under supervision.
	3
	4
	12
	

	Use of pots (Burns, scalds)
	· Only to be used under supervision. Glove (heat protective) to be used to lift and remove pot from fire.
	3
	4
	12
	

	Use of cooking sticks (Poking injury, burns)
	· Only green sticks to be used. Only 4 sticks in the fire at any one time. Others to be 2m away. Group to be shown how to move cooking stick safely into and out of the fire.
	3
	4
	12
	

	Environmental hazards (Poisonous or likely to cause skin irritation/abrasion).
	· Staff have adequate knowledge of local flora/area and advise group.
· Appropriate first aid measures in place.
	2
	4
	8
	

	Animals/insects.
	· Group briefed on what to do if approached by animals, for example dogs or swans.
· Group made aware of potential hazards with insects (e.g., Bees, wasps ticks).
· Appropriate first aid measures in place (e.g., adrenaline pens, tick remover).
	3
	4
	12
	

	Weather and Environment.
	· Group Leader to obtain appropriate forecast for the, and to monitor local conditions in light of forecast.
· Group Leader to assess clothing / emergency gear appropriate to terrain and weather.
· Group Leader to make decision (proceed, modify, or abandon) in light of weather conditions and forecast.
· Sun cream if appropriate.
	4
	1
	4
	

	Delayed access to emergency services.
	· Group Leader has a First Aid Certificate.
· Appropriate first aid equipment will be carried by the group.
· Emergency communication system is in place – mobile phone

	3
	4
	12
	

	Are existing control measures adequate to control the risk as far as reasonably practical?                                                Yes                                If No List…



	Assessor Name
	
	Job Title
	
	Signature
	
	Date
	

	Managers Name
	G Tennant
	Job Title
	Headteacher
	Signature
	G C Tennant
	Date
	15th Sep 26

	Review date
	September 2027
	Reviewer
	G Tennant
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	GENERAL CONTROL MEASURES
	Risk Rating*
	Is Action req’d?
AP No.

	
	
	L
1-5
	C
1-5
	Overall
1-25
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Risk assessment Action Sheet
	Title of Activity being Assessed
	
	Risk Assessment Ref. Number
	

	Action Ref. Number
	Action Required
	Risk Rating before Action
	Risk Rating after Action
	Target Date
	Person Responsible for Action
	Date Completed
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