[image: image1.emf][image: image2.emf] 

Minnigaff Primary School

Curriculum Rationale

The Big Picture…

The ‘Curriculum for Excellence’ was introduced in 2004 in response to  the National Debate on Education in 2002 which highlighted that learners needed to learn differently to cope with learning, life and work in the 21st Century.  Since then the ‘Building the Curriculum’ series has been published which identifies the knowledge, skills and attributes needed for our children to thrive in society and in the economy.  

“The world has changed considerably in recent times, and it is essential that education not only keeps up with change but anticipates the future as far as possible. If Scotland’s children and young people are to gain the knowledge, skills and attributes needed for life in the 21st century we need a forward-looking, coherent curriculum that will inspire them to achieve at the highest levels.”

· http://www.ltscotland.org.uk/curriculumforexcellence/background/caseforchange/why.asp

What this means for Minnigaff Primary School…

Our curriculum has been developed to provide clarity on what we consider is important for our learners.  This is built on the foundation of our vision, values and aims.  It takes into account global, national and local trends and encourages learners to develop their knowledge, skills and attributes to thrive in the future and to become ‘Learners for Life’.  
Our curriculum aims for learners to develop their knowledge, skills and attributes within the four capacities to encourage:

· successful learners

· effective contributors

· confident individuals 

· responsible citizens.  

Our curriculum is designed around the seven principles of the Curriculum for Excellence:

· Challenge and enjoyment

· Personalisation and choice

· Progression

· Depth

· Breadth

· Coherence

· Relevance

Our curriculum is child-centred and based on the philosophy that all learners (adults and children) have the capacity to develop and improve.  

We have a ‘growth mindset’ at Minnigaff Primary School!
Our Vision, Values and Aims
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Aims

1. To foster healthy attitudes towards learning by providing a relevant, broad and balanced curriculum

2. To promote race equality, justice and equal opportunities for all

3. To build strong and close partnerships with pupils, staff, parents and the local community

4. To encourage a high level of independent learning

Our Curriculum Structure at Minnigaff Primary School
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Getting It Right For Every Child

All pupils will have their individual learning needs met and will be suitably challenged within their learning.  If we identify any child who is not reaching their full potential we will work together to support him/ her in school and keep parents informed.  If we feel that an individual would benefit from support from another agency then we will discuss with parents and make appropriate referrals.   

Curricular Areas

Pupils will learn key skills within individual subject areas in addition to those being covered and applied in a context for learning.  This will allow for depth and coverage of learning.
Responsibilities of All

All learners will experience a broad curriculum where literacy, numeracy and health and wellbeing are integral to all learning to ensure consistency and depth in learning.

Interdisciplinary Learning

Our ‘contexts for learning’ (or ‘topics’) will be based on a bundle of Experiences and Outcomes from no more than four curricular areas.  Each ‘bundle’ will lend itself to different topics and these will be planned for from Early to Second Level (and beyond for some) to allow for coherence, progression, breadth and depth.  We adopt an enterprising approach to learning where possible so that learners can see the purpose of learning in real life contexts.
Skills for Learning, Life and Work
We encourage learners to develop transferrable skills for life, learning and work such as team building, co-operation, time keeping, problem solving and communication skills.  We plan a programme for pupils to visit local services, businesses and other community groups and encourage the community into the school so pupils can see links between learning in school and in work and life.  We also celebrate pupils’ wider achievements at monthly assemblies and invite key speakers to attend throughout the year.
Independent Learners and Self-Evaluation

A key skill of becoming a lifelong learner is to be able to identify where you are now, where you need to be and how you are going to get there.  At Minnigaff Primary all learners (children and adults) focus on self-evaluation to identify next steps in learning and to become independent learners.  We focus strongly on formative assessment (Assessment is FOR Learning) techniques to improve skills in this area and collaborate with each other to improve our understanding of how we learn.
Leadership for Learning

All members of the school community are encouraged to lead learning in a variety of ways through becoming ‘Team Captains’ or by joining one of the many committees or groups within the school.
Eco Schools and Global Citizenship

We have an active Eco-Schools committee who are instrumental in informing and coordinating global citizenship within the school.  In addition to this we plan to create links with pupils attending school in Kenya, Africa so that our pupils experience different cultures and ways of life.
Our Local Community and Partnerships
Our village school is set in a rural area of Dumfries and Galloway with good road links and access to local services and businesses.  We have strong relationships with pupils and staff here and at the Douglas Ewart High School and surrounding Primary schools.  We encourage involvement from the local community as this strengthens opportunities for learning and is integral to our curriculum.
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Confident Individuals


aware, happy, independent, confident, honest, fun, energetic, ambitious, resilient
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Successful Learners


thoughtful, knowledgeable, numerate, successful, literate, enthusiastic, creative, computer literate, determined, interesting, capable, hard workers, excellent, good learners








Our Vision 
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Effective Contributors


team workers, co-operative, listeners, leaders, communicators, enterprising, problem solvers
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Responsible Citizens


polite, responsible, respectful, caring, helpful, eco-friendly, kind, friendly, considerate, healthy, forgiving
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Interdisciplinary Learning


learning in context


application of skills


enterprising approaches to learning








Curricular Areas


Literacy and Language


Numeracy and Mathematics


Health and Wellbeing


Religious and Moral Education


Social subjects


Science


Technologies


Expressive Arts








Our Local Community and Partnerships


Monigaff Church


Local Businesses


Burns’ Club


Lions’ Club


Friends of Minnigaff


Parent Council


Minnigaff


Newton Stewart





Eco-Schools and Global Citizenship


Eco-schools Committee


Links with  an African school


Fairtrade





Independent Learners and Self-Evaluation 


Assessment is for Learning strategies


‘My Learning Journey’ folders








Skills for Learning, Life and Work


Transferrable skills for life, learning and work


Local community involvement


Celebrating successes out with school








Responsibilities of All


Literacy


Numeracy


Health and Wellbeing





Getting It Right For Every Child (GIRFEC) 


safe


healthy


achieving


nurtured


active


respected


responsible


included


Multi-agency involvement








Leadership for Learning


Pupil Council


Team/ Vice Captains


Buddies


School Captains and prefects


Eco-Schools Committee
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