Information for parents/carers about how we support your child’s learning at Heathhall Nursery

· We follow your child’s interests at nursery and support your child to learn through play. 
· We do this by engaging in child-centred pedagogy. This is observing and listening to your child’s play, responding to their needs and encouraging deeper learning by asking higher order thinking questions.
· We capture your child’s learning through observations in your child’s Personal Learning Folder.
· To support our professional judgement and to inform your child’s progression towards achieving Early Level we use Curriculum for Excellence benchmarks.
· [bookmark: _GoBack]We support your child’s health and wellbeing by seeing all our children as individuals and celebrating their differences and achievements together.
· We support your child to grow and become a confident individual, a successful learner, a responsible citizen and an effective contributor.


	Our Vision, Values & Aims	Our curriculum rationale
Pedagogy: the method and practice of teaching, especially as an academic subject or theoretical concept. 
Higher order thinking questions: Who, what, why, when, where – open questions that help your child to think deeper into what they are playing at or with.
Curriculum for Excellence: Scottish education curriculum. The Early Level is from the start of nursery to the end of Primary 1 class.
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Taken from - Realising the Ambition: Being Me, Education Scotland, February 2020
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We are all Heathhall Nursery Super Heroes! 


At Heathhall nursery we all play and learn in a 


happy, safe environment where we listen and 


respect each other. 
 


‘I like playing at nursery, it makes me happy.’ ‘I like nursery because I get to play.’ 


Rainbow Girl 


‘I like nursery because I play 


with my friends. I love going 


outside.’ 


 


Ant Man is very small 


‘I would hide under the 


table leg at nursery to keep 


me safe, in case someone 


stands on me.’ 


Super Man 


‘I like to learn things by asking 


lots of questions at nursery.’ 


‘I like to run outside faster than 


Flash. I am healthy, I eat my fruit.’ 


I am Bat Man 


‘I have bat ears and listen to 


things that are really quiet.’ 
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Heathhall School ELCC - The Rationale for Our Curriculum  


We are happy and strive to become effective 


contributors to our community. We all enjoy using the 


unique surrounding environment to promote creativity, 


have fun, play and learn. We celebrate our wider 


achievements and have strong links with other 


nurseries in the area. We want to take care of our 


environment for those in the future. 


 


We are a Rights Respecting Nursery. We are listened 


to and feel respected to become responsible 


citizens. We value parental involvement and 


support close communication between home and 


nursery. We promote diversity, equality and 


learning about our place as a global citizen. 


We enjoy learning, feel safe and are becoming successful 


learners. We support our learners through intentional and 


responsive planning that follows their interests. We have a 


dedicated staff team who use their knowledge and 


experience to provide a rich learning environment. We 


have our Digital Schools Award and love using technology 


to help us achieve success. 


We keep healthy and have fun playing with our 


friends to become confident individuals. We 


enjoy eating healthy foods and are able to play 


inside and outside in all weathers. We feel part 


of the school by regularly using the school 


building and grounds. 


All our children are learning super heroes! 


Heathhall Nursery is part of Heathhall School and the Dumfries High School cluster. We are situated in the Heathhall area of Dumfries, next to the local shop and serve the local Heathhall community as well as welcoming children out with 


the Heathhall School catchment area. Heathhall School has around 300 pupils with the nursery currently limited to 56 children per day. We operate from 8.30am to 3.30pm Monday to Friday, term time only. We offer pre-school funded 


sessions (1140 hours) to children 3 – 5 years of age. We believe in learning through play with the child at the centre of all we do. We use the voice of the child to lead our planning and resources with continuous staff reflection on their 


practice and learning experiences of the children. 


 


Superman 


‘I like to learn 


things by 


asking lots of 


questions at 


nursery.’ 


I am Batman 


‘I have bat ears and 


listen to things that 


are very quiet.’ 


Flash 


‘I like to run outside 


faster than Flash. I am 


healthy, I eat my fruit’. 


‘I like playing at 


nursery, it 


makes me 


happy’. 
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