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What do I do next?

Speech, Language and Communication (SLCN) Checklist

Identifying children with speech, language and communication needsGreens
These suggest there are no is­ sues with communication for that area. The child will benefit from universal support to 
continue to support their development.
Universal Support
Parents and professionals can:
Contact our telephone advice line and we will be happy to answer any questions you have
Ambers	II	Targeted Support
There may be some concerns
about these areas. Consider the	As well as our universal ser­ impact these have on the child	vices, we offer:
and provide targeted opportuni­	Targeted sessions for specific



This checklist is designed to support people to identify when a child or young person may be having difficulties with speech, language and communication.

The checklist should only take around 5 minutes to complete


OFFICIAL-SENSITIVE




OFFICIAL-SENSITIVE



ties to help the child develop new skills.

skills
Education setting consultation sessions



Reds
You have identified some concerns and we would recommend completing a request for assistance. Please describe the areas you are concerned about or enclose the checklist with your request.
Specialist Support

We will triage your request and identify how the child's needs can be best met.





Child's Name ......................................................................

D.O.B ....... ..... ........... ........CHI (if known) ............................


Date of completion of checklist………………………………..


Speech and Language Therapy for Children and Young People

NHS
Dumfries& Galloway

Pre-school   Use this if there is a child in your care you think may have speech, language and communication needs. Read each statement and then tick "R" (red) column if the child strongly matches the statement, "A" (amber) if they occasionally match the statement and "G" (green) if they do not match the statement.Checklist





	

	
	

	
Under 2 years old
	Use less sounds and babble than other children
their age
	
	
	
	
	Ignore you when you call their name
	
	
	
	
	Not respond to people games like
peekaboo
	
	
	

	
	Say less than 20 words
	
	
	
	
	Struggle to understand simple words
	
	
	
	
	Not seek the comfort of a familiar adult
near by
	
	
	

	
	Show little interest in sharing your attention
	
	
	
	
	Struggle to follow short phrases linked to everyday routines e.g. "in your buggy"
	
	
	
	
	Show a lack of interest in their environment
	
	
	

	
2 – 3
years old






	Say less than 100 words (they might not be clear)
	
	
	
	
	Struggle to recognise and point to familiar objects when you ask them to show you
	
	
	
	
	Prefer exploratory play rather than simple pretend play
	
	
	

	
	Use single words rather than joining words to
make short sentences
	
	
	
	
	Struggle to listen to and remember simple stories with pictures
	
	
	
	
	Get frustrated when they don' t get their
own way
	
	
	

	
	Tend not to ask simple questions like "what's that?"
	
	
	
	
	Have difficulties understanding longer instructions
	
	
	
	
	Prefer to play by themselves rather than play alongside or with other children
	
	
	

	
	Struggle to make themself understood most of the time to people who know them well.
	
	
	
	
	Have difficulties understanding simple "wh" questions e.g. "what is ..."
	
	
	
	
	Play silently rather than talking while playing
	
	
	

	
	Repeat some sounds/words when they are talking e.g. "I go be..be..be..bed"
	
	
	
	
	Struggle to listen in a group situation
	
	
	
	
	Fail to no tice how other people f eel e.g. not not ice if a peer or sibling is upset
	
	
	

	
	Get frustrated when people don't understand
them.
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	Have a very limited range of sounds they use in their speech.
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
3 years old and over




	Not talk about what they are doing and what they are interested in
	
	
	
	
	Struggle to listen to longer stories and answer 
quest ions about what they've heard
	
	
	
	
	Struggle to play pretend and imaginative
games.
	
	
	

	
	Struggle to use a range of question words e.g.
"where" "why”, "when”
	
	
	
	
	Have difficulties understanding words about colour, number and time
	
	
	
	
	Expect to play games their own way or by
t heir rules.
	
	
	

	
	Struggle to use longer sentences and link these with words like "and" or "because"
	
	
	
	
	Struggle to follow two-part instructions e.g. "get the big scissors and blue paper from the drawer"
	
	
	
	
	Seem isolated or struggle to join in with  group games or conversations.
	
	
	

	
	Find it difficult to tell you about things that have
already happened e.g. what they did at the weekend
	
	
	
	
	Watch other people to work out what to do
	
	
	
	
	Show withdrawn or disruptive behaviour.
	
	
	

	
	Find it difficult to make themselves understood to unfamiliar people
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
Adapted from Universally Speaking, The Communication Trust For further information see
www.thecommunicat iontrust.org.uk

	
	Struggle to say words clearly with sounds such     as “k", “s","sh”, "f”
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	Repeat some words when they are talking or get stuck on some words.
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Taking Part —what you might see and hear
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Taking Part —what you might see and hear





