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Term 2 20/21 

Update Week Ending 27th November 

 
Well, we have almost reached the end of week 5 this term. I have a feeling that things in school will be 

starting to look more festive in the coming weeks and we may start to have some excited pupils and staff as 

we look forward to Christmas. 

 

COVID Updates 

Following a half term reflection last week at assembly, one thing the children shared with me was that they 

thought they were following hygiene rules and Covid changes well. I have to agree with them and share with 

you that the children are amazing in how they have approached these changes. An odd reminder about hand 

washing and putting paper towels in bins is required but the children continue to follow all guidance and 

understand the need for these changes very well. 

 

We have had a couple of wet morning starts recently. We have been flexible in letting pupils into their 

bubbles to avoid pupils becoming totally soaked through. However, please remind your child to bring a coat to 

school. Some are either sneaking out in the morning without coats, tucking them into their bags on the way 

to school resulting in soaked clothes or not bringing a coat at all. Lightweight sports tops and hoodies are not 

warm or waterproof for the changing climate we have in the South West of Scotland. We are still aiming to 

be outside as much as possible for P.E, break and lunchtimes.  

 

 Dates Reminders 

Christmas Jumper Day Friday 11th December 

Christmas Activity Day and Christmas Lunch Wednesday 16th December 

Non-Uniform Day Friday 18th December 

Christmas Window Winners Announced Friday 18th December 

 

 Reports 

Interim reports are being emailed out tomorrow. Please check inboxes for these later tomorrow. These 

interim reports provide an overview of personal, social development and an update on how pupils are 

progressing with learning to date. There will be a link to provide feedback on reports and let us know you 

have received these. Please click and complete the information in the form. 
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 Snacks 

In school we have introduced snack and chats in classes before pupils go out to play. This is proving a great 

opportunity for some social chat between pupils and staff in an informal way. We have however noticed that 

some pupils are bringing an excessive amount to eat at breaks. Some pupils also appear to be purchasing 

their own snacks on the way to school which is great to promote independence and awareness of money. 

However, some are having several chocolate bars and packs of crisps. Please discuss with your child what 

might be appropriate to purchase if they are being given the chance to buy their own snack. Also consider 

how much pupils actually need for a mid morning snack before providing too much that can go to waste if the 

pupils doesn’t have time to eat it all. 

 

 Class DoJo Sign Up 

All classes are now signed up and using class dojo to share learning. The teachers are very positive about this 

and really enjoy sharing what the children have been doing with you. Those of you that are not yet signed up, 

please consider in doing this. There is lots of information and sharing of class events and learning taking 

place through this app. I am also sharing some whole school information through the app and will continue to 

build on this for the remainder of this term and into next. 

 

Equal Protection – Information for families about changes to the law 

This information has been shared by the government through the local authority around changes to the 

law. A leaflet is also attached for your information. 

On 7th November 2020 Scots law changed meaning that parents/carers in Scotland can no longer use 

physical punishment as a reasonable form of discipling their child.  Children now have the same rights as 

adults to be protected from any form of physical assault.   

There are lots of different words for physical punishment including: 

 

smacking, skelping, hitting and slapping.  

 

The most important things to know about why the law is changing and what it means for families are: 

 The change in law means that you can still stop your child from getting into danger for example 

grabbing them if they run into the road but you won’t be able to smack them afterwards.  

 Many families in Scotland already raise their children without using physical punishment. There are 

lots of different ways to raise your children without physical punishment and you can still choose 

between these in how you manage your children’s behaviour and bring them up. There’s lots of 

support out there for parents and carers who would like to talk about other options.  

 Physical punishment doesn’t work – there have been lots of studies from around the world which 

show that physical punishment doesn’t teach children to behave differently and that it can make 

relationships between children and their parents/carers worse.  

 Physical punishment can harm children – today we know a lot more about how children’s brains develop 

and it has been repeatedly shown that physical punishment can do long term harm to children’s 

physical and emotional health. 

 

Everyone now has a duty to act if they witness, or are aware of a child or young person being physically 

chastised. This is now a crime and if reported as such, will be investigated by the Police just like all other 

crimes.   
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If you need to talk to someone about what the change in law means for your family, or managing your 

children’s behaviour our Children 1st Parentline team can give you free, non-judgmental support. If you need 

to talk – we’re here for you. 

 

 

Take care and stay safe all. 

 

Regards 

 

Mrs E. Duncan 

Head Teacher 
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