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Dalbeattie Primary School 

Dalbeattie Learning Campus 

Craignair Road 

Dalbeattie 

DG5 4LU 

Tel : 01556 613130 

Email : gw08officedalbeatti2@ea.dumgal.sch.uk 

Head Teacher : Mrs E. Duncan 

Term 1 20/21 

End Of Term Update 

 
It is hard to believe we are now at the end of our first term of this academic school session. Even though we 

started a week earlier than we should have, it has been a quick term but we are also all ready for the October 

break. The children have all been amazing adapting to new routines and expectations. I would like to say a huge 

thank you also to staff for their support with all the changes and meeting the ongoing learning needs of our 

young people. Thank you also to yourselves for your ongoing support and understanding with what may at times 

seem like an increase in communications but we really want to make sure that everyone is fully informed of all 

matters in these current times. 

 

Arrival Times and Waiting Times in Playground 

Thank you to those of you that provided feedback around this through a recent feedback form. We have taken 

this into consideration as well as staff views and the staggered start and finish times will remain in place for 

term 2. We are very mindful of the increasing positive cases of COVID 19 both in Scotland and more locally 

and want to make sure that we are managing guidance around hygiene and social contact in the best ways that 

we can.  I would like to thank our janitors, Dennis, Jane and Jean for helping to supervise gates at the start 

and end of the school day. This is very much appreciated and as members of our primary team I know they 

want the best for our pupils too. 

 

The classes will also remain in their allocated bubbles for term 2 with staggered breaks and lunches continuing. 

 

Sponsored Walk 

 

As you will have seen on Facebook, the Blog and through class Dojo groups, we had 3 great sponsored walks 

last Friday. We can now share with you that we have raised £2455.40. This money will be used to purchase 

literacy resources for the school. We will update you further next term about our purchases. Well done to 

pupils and staff on completing all the laps. Thank you to everyone that sponsored pupils to participate on the 

day. 

 

Attendance 

 

We monitor pupil attendance on a weekly basic throughout the term and overall most pupils’ attendance has 

been good. We fully appreciate that COVID has impacted on some pupil’s attendance and this has been 

recorded accordingly. However, there are a few pupils with patterns of absence becoming evident and some 

are falling below the expected authority rate of 95% and some lower than 85% where we will need to engage 

attendance support services. We will be in contact directly next term should we have concerns about your 

child’s attendance. 
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School Lunches 

 

Next session term we will be returning to offering our full lunch menu. Nursery pupils will also be able to make 

hot option choices. Please see link below to both menus. Miss Allen has already sent out information about 

nursery lunches. 

https://dumgal.gov.uk/schoolmenus 

 

Class News from the Term 

 

Nursery – Miss Allen 

The children have all now settled into the nursery routines and we are very impressed with their eagerness to 

try new things and to make new friends within their bubble.  The children have enjoyed a variety of different 

activities using our child-led planning which has allowed the nursery team to really get to know the children, 

their interests and what they would like to learn about.  The children have really enjoyed getting outdoors in 

all weathers and their recent explorations of Dalbeattie which we plan to build on next term too. 

  
 

P1- Mrs Fitzsimmons 

This term we have all settled in really well, been working very hard and having lots of fun! Our topic was ‘Myself 

and My School’ where we named body parts, learned all about our senses, discussed people who help us and our 

feelings and we also interviewed Mrs Widdowson and Mrs Duncan about their roles. We enjoyed art every 

week with Mrs Harris and gym with Mrs Gray. We also learned lots of sounds, numbers to 10, enjoyed yoga, 

drama, craft activities, being outside for number and scavenger hunts, lots of stories and we loved playing in 

our open area with all our new friends. We have had a busy time! Please also see the school blog P1 page for 

weekly updates from this term. 

 

 
 

 

https://dumgal.gov.uk/schoolmenus
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P1/2 – Mrs Howie and Miss Holman 

Primary 1/2 have been really enjoying their learning about their Bodies and the Emergency Services. The 

children have been delighted to watch videos, filmed specially by our local firefighters and police to show in 

school. The firefighters filmed a walking tour of the fire station and showed the engine in action and the hose 

spraying water. Similarly, PC Alison Blacklock filmed the Police Station in Castle Douglas and what it is like 

inside the police car.  Thank you so much for these wonderful videos. The class really appreciates this at a 

time when we cannot visit places in the local community as normal. In other learning, we have had a big focus 

on numeracy work and literacy, taking these learning activities to the outdoors whenever possible. For more 

information see the class blog page. 

     

        
 

P2/3 – Mrs McLean 

P.2/3 have been very busy this term. The children settled in very quickly after the summer holidays and have 

been very hard workers. 

They have been learning about ‘Houses and Homes’ and have completed a variety of tasks e.g. learning about 

types of houses, how to build a house, houses in the olden days and learning about the services that houses 

need (electricity and water). Within numeracy we have been revising numbers up to 100 and addition facts. Mr 

Caldow has also been teaching the class about 2D and 3D shapes. In literacy we have been reading a variety 

of non-fiction and fiction texts, writing sentences with a focus on correct punctuation and listening to 

instructions and stories. In Health and Wellbeing, we worked together to decide on the classroom rules, we 

have done lots about how we are feeling and of course ‘Special week’ has been a great excitement. The class 

have also been working with Mrs Gray and myself for outdoor P.E which has been great fun. 

I have been very impressed with how much work the class have completed and I am looking forward to next 

term where we will be learning about ‘Our Senses’ and ‘Christmas’. 

 

P3 Mrs Stephenson and Miss Kirkpatrick 

P3 returned to school happy and eager to learn and quickly settled to new routines. This term we have been 

learning all about feelings and emotions through the books The Huge Bag of Worries and The Colour Monster. 

We introduced our topic The Human Body and have enjoyed finding out lots about our bones and where our 

organs are. This topic will continue next term and we can't wait to learn more about it. In maths we have been 

working hard to learn our doubles, near doubles and related take away facts. We have been using base 10 

materials to learn all about place value with bigger numbers and have enjoyed taking part in lots of different 

activities related to this both in the class and in the playground as well as using Sumdog and Education City. 

We have also been learning about measure and have been using rulers and metre sticks to measure the length 

and height of different objects around the school. We are working hard on our spelling, writing and reading 

and, although books cannot be sent home at this time, the children are all making good progress. We have 

introduced Class Dojo as a way of communicating more closely with parents and the children love that they can 

share their learning through the app. 
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P4 – Mrs Anderson 

Primary 4 have settled in well to being back at school. They have been enjoying learning about the body. In PE, 

the class have been participating in-group and individual skipping to develop fitness levels. The children have 

also been sharing thoughts and feelings through a range of texts. In literacy, the children have been developing 

knowledge of different vocabulary and grammar concepts, some of these include the use of prefixes, similes 

and contractions. In numeracy, the class have been working on developing their knowledge of addition and 

subtraction calculations. They have been working with numbers and number sequences. In ICT the children 

have been learning lots of new skills with a particular focus on using the One Drive. The class will look more 

closely at Microsoft Teams next term. 

 

P4/5 – Miss Morrison 

Primary 4/5 have had a good start to the year and have enjoyed being back in school learning with their friends. 

In class we have been focusing on maths, literacy and health and wellbeing. Through health and wellbeing the 

class have been learning about growth mind set and to never give up! We are now becoming more confident in 

our abilities and understand that everyone makes mistakes and this is how we learn. They have been working 

hard this term in maths and literacy and should be feeling very proud! Here is a picture of the class looking 

for signs of Autumn. 

 
 

P4/5 - Mrs McLean  

With Mrs McLean, the children have been revising and learning some new French vocabulary including numbers 

to 30, the alphabet and key phrases such as saying their name, age and where they live. In maths, our focus 

has been telling the time to 5-minute intervals. The children have been trying to improve their handwriting; 

some are beginning to join neatly too. Our Health and Wellbeing topic has been based on the film 'Inside Out' 

and the different emotion characters - Joy, Sadness, Anger, Disgust and Fear. The children have shared their 

own feelings and experiences through discussion and games. In PE, we have enjoyed lots of energetic, team 

building and strategy games. The novel we are reading is 'Wonder' by R J Palacio.  
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P5 – Mrs Dyson 

Pupils have settled well into Primary 5 and Mrs Dyson is very pleased with the hard work and effort from 

everyone. Pupils have been busy learning about Growth Mindset this term. Group challenges have focused on 

managing emotions, positive self-talk, learning from mistakes and accepting feedback. Pupils continue to 

develop their teambuilding skills in Outdoor Learning sessions and have had fun playing Roller Ball, crossing 

the Amazing Maze and working together on photography challenges. Pupils have written their own play script 

scenes and have used comic strips, poetry and movie clips to develop their skills in making inferences. In 

Science, the class have been learning about Microbes and the importance of hand washing and following hygiene 

rules. Pupils have been carrying out their own investigations of bacteria and fungi. Pupils have used a variety 

of place value, addition, multiplication and division games to develop their mental maths skills. They have also 

been developing their skills in emailing and computer coding, as well as becoming more confident in accessing 

our class Team on GLOW. What a busy term in Primary Five! 

 

     
 

P6 - Mrs Lumsden and Mr Caldow 

P6 have had a great first term. We've been busy learning about different writing genres and have written 

some very disgusting instructions! In maths we've been concentrating on place value and the four operations. 

During out Health lessons, the class have been thinking about emotions and how we can manage them, both 

'good' emotions and the ones that are more difficult. In our topic lessons, we've been looking at race and 

Scotland's role in the slave trade. The class have responded to it with empathy and curiosity. Thank you for a 

great first term P6, enjoy your holiday! 
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P6/7 - Mrs Campbell 

After the return to school P6/7 have settled in well to the new daily routines. The time has certainly flown in 

with the children enjoying a variety of new and exciting learning opportunities. The focus has been on settling 

back into school, with Health and Well Being topics as a priority. The children have been building positive 

relationships in the classroom, and in school, as well as building resilience. These themes have also been 

reflected in the Art and Drama role play activities that the children have covered, looking at the effect of 

colour on our emotions. 

We have enjoyed learning about Microbes in Science, with some experiments and research involved. In Social 

Studies we have started to learn a few key facts about Scotland and will be looking in more detail at the 

Jacobites and Culloden next term. 

It is great to see that so many children, parents and carers have engaged with the Class Dojo, this is proving 

to be a fantastic way for learners to share their learning. 

I have thoroughly enjoyed this term in P6/7 and look forward to seeing all the children refreshed after the 

October break. 

 

P7 - Miss Clendinning 

Primary 7C have had a really positive start to the new school year. We have been learning about mental and 

physical wellbeing as well as how to keep ourselves and others safe in an emergency situation. Throughout the 

term we have been developing our ICT skills; learning how to use book creator as a means of presenting our 

work and how to effectively use Teams and Class Dojo to share our learning. P7 have also thoroughly enjoyed 

participating in weekly Sports Leaders sessions in the High School, developing their skills in football, hockey, 

frisbee and rounders. 

 

P.E Update – Mrs Gray 

PE this term, mostly outside, has brought lots of fun and learning for all classes with the rich theme of being 

aware and showing care for ourselves, others and our movement.  

Younger children have been enjoying using lots of energy travelling fast and for a long time, as well as 

developing more control and balance. Sharing ideas and being creative with hoops and the parachute has been 

great fun. P2/3 and P3 have delighted in being french beans and beans on toast, as well as alert and caring 

lifeguards to save each other from the sharks under the parachute. P4 have been getting better at skipping 

themselves and together, even finding creative things to skip with at home. P5 have had super success scoring 

lots more birdies and eagles in their golf, and enjoying warming up practising their poses in the birdie dance. 

P6 has shown care and control in hockey using lots of different things to dribble into, out of and around. And 

P6/7 and P7 are playing cricket with more and more coordination and skill with a bat and ball, as well as showing 

increasing cooperation and care for each other. 

I have seen so many beaming smiles of enjoyment from the children, along with obvious pride in their own 

effort and progress in PE. Hooray!  

Fingers crossed for lots more dry weather for outdoor fun & learning together next term.  

Please, please help your child to be ready to be outside with outdoor clothing, especially a waterproof jacket.  

 

Online Matters 

If you have not already done so with your child, please check over the holiday period that they can access all 

online resources and technology applications that they might require for online/home learning should any 

circumstances change. I have reattached the information that was shared through  SWAY several weeks ago.  

During the holidays I am sure that young people will be spending some time on their consoles, devices and 

chatting with friends online. Please can I ask that you also discuss with your child the need for safe use of 

the internet. We have had an unfortunate online matter to deal with this week but, we have taken all relevant 

steps to rectify this. Your support in reminding children about keeping passwords safe and secure would be 

appreciated but also reminding them about not communicating with people they don’t know on line and reporting 

anything that may concern them. The link below provides some useful information for parents around internet 

safety and young people. 
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https://www.thinkuknow.co.uk/parents/ 

 

 

ICT Home Learning Information  

All classes have settled back into school well and class learning is progressing well. We do 

however still need to think about our contingency planning for blended and or home 

learning. Thi… 

Go to this Sway  

 

 

Have an enjoyable October break. Stay safe and we look forward to seeing everyone when school reopens 

for Term 2 on October 26th 2020. 

 

Regards 

Mrs E. Duncan 

https://www.thinkuknow.co.uk/parents/
https://sway.office.com/2tJdBuZSt0vkf9D4?ref=email&loc=play
https://sway.office.com/2tJdBuZSt0vkf9D4?ref=email&loc=play
https://sway.office.com/2tJdBuZSt0vkf9D4?ref=email&loc=play

