Famous Christians
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Lord Shaftesbury 1801-1885


The Earl of Shaftesbury was a politician who attempted to improve children's lives during the Victorian times. At 25, he became a member of Parliament and took an interest in the plight of poor children. In 1833 he proposed that children should work for a maximum of 10 hours a day. 1834 the Factory Act was made law, it was now illegal for children under 9 to be employed in textile factories. 1842 Coal Mines Act, no child or woman should work underground. He also improved conditions for chimney sweeps and was chairman of the Ragged Schools Union an organisation which enabled poor children to go to school and get an education in Britain.
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Bob Geldof (Knight of the order of St Michael and St George)1951 -still alive In 1981 he performed as a solo artist for Amnesty International. In 1984 Co-founded Band Aid, all the money made from the number 1 record went to raise funds for famine relief in Ethiopia. Organised a 24 hour concert, Live Aid in London in 1985 which also raised funds for famine relief. Produced Band Aid 20 in 2004 and helped the British Prime Minister organize the Commission for Africa, told the rich world it needed to support the changes needed in Africa. He organized � HYPERLINK "http://www.looktothestars.org/charity/10-live-8" �Live 8� in 2005 to increase awareness of world poverty and urge world leaders to create solutions for helping the poorest countries including increased financial aid, debt cancellation for 18 countries, and access to AIDS drugs and care for AIDS orphans. He is still campaigning for Africa.
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 David Livingston 1813-1873


Born in Blantyre in Scotland. He worked in a cotton mill during the day and educated himself in the evenings. He’d always wanted to become a missionary but became a doctor first. He went to Africa to help people at a time when very little was known about the country. He lived in Africa for most of his life and explored places that other Europeans had never visited, he named Victoria falls after Queen Victoria. He helped men ,women and children as a missionary and as a doctor and he fought against the slave trade. He died of a fever when he was 60 which he had contracted whilst working in Africa.





Martin Luther King  Junior 1929-1968


Martin Luther King, Jr. worked for racial equality and civil rights in the United States of America. Born in Atlanta, � HYPERLINK "http://www.enchantedlearning.com/usa/states/georgia/" \t "_top" �Georgia�, Martin experienced racism early in life. He decided to do to something to make the world a better and fairer place. After graduating from college and getting married, he became a minister and moved to � HYPERLINK "http://www.enchantedlearning.com/usa/states/alabama/" \t "_top" �Alabama� He participated in the Montgomery, Alabama, bus boycott and many other peaceful demonstrations protesting about the unfair treatment of African-Americans. He won the Nobel Peace Prize in 1964. Dr. King was assassinated on April 4, 1968, in Memphis, � HYPERLINK "http://www.enchantedlearning.com/usa/states/tennessee/" \t "_top" �Tennessee�. Martin Luther King Day is celebrated each year in January, the month of his birth. 








George Muller 1805-1898

















German born minister George Muller started an orphanage in Bristol in England in 1832 operating it on the 'faith' system - having faith that money would be provided by God for their upkeep. He bought larger premises to accommodate the increasing number of orphans who previously either lived on the streets or went into workhouses. Boys left his school at 14 with a job to go. Girls stayed until they were 17 and then went into domestic service, nursing, and teaching, always after being given an outfit of clothes. George Muller died a poor man in 1898, with few possessions. At his funeral over 100 carriages followed the hearse and thousands of people lined the route to the Cemetery.

















