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When Guru Nanak was born, in 1469 in the Punjab in India, flowers fell from Heaven and musical instruments started praying on their own. Nanak was born and brought up as a Hindu.

Nanak had two special friends, Bala, a Hindu and Mardana, a Muslim. The three friends talked about religion and enjoyed music together. Mardana put music to Nanak’s poems. Nanak was sad that people with different religious beliefs were always arguing and fighting with each other.

 When Nanak was thirty he disappeared for three days, people thought that he had drowned in the river but he had been to Heaven where God told him that he was to be his messenger and to start a new religion that would bring people together. Nanak said, “ There is neither Hindu nor Muslim. We are all God’s people.”

For the next twenty years Guru Nanak and Mardana walked over ten thousand miles teaching people about God who he called Waheguru. 

Guru Nanak said that;

· all people, both male and female should be treated equally.

· people should work hard and honestly without hurting others. 

· some of their earnings should be given to the poor.

After twenty years he settled in a village called Kartarpur with his followers who were the first “Sikhs” or “ people who learn”.
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