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Pilgrimage to Lourdes





A pilgrimage is a holy journey 


Lourdes is a town in France.


 It is a very important place for Christian pilgrimage. 


It was here that a girl called Bernadette had 18 visions 


of Mary the mother of Jesus when she was 14 years old.


Each vision took place at the Grotto of Massabiele. 


Bernadette saw a golden cloud of light before she saw the Virgin Mary.


Many of the pilgrims who go to Lourdes are sick and they go there to get better. 


A jumbulance is a large flying ambulance.


The jumbulance travels from Britain to Lourdes between Easter and December.


 Jumbulances travel from Britain to Lourdes twice each week. 


These large ambulances carry 24 passengers, including a doctor, 3 or 4 nurses, a minister, other voluntary helpers and about 12  sick pilgrims. 


The ambulances pick up their sick passengers from motorway service stations.


The journey to Lourdes from London takes about twenty-one hours. 


 A charity pays for the pilgrims to stay at a chalet in Lourdes it is called 'Across'. 





When people come to Lourdes they spend their time doing the following things-


Praying


Singing hymns


Lighting candles


Visiting the special sites


Take part in Bible readings
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