DaIswmton Circular Walk

Immediately after the
mil tum nght, and then
shormy after, take the right
fork towords Broehead
cottages. Criffel con be
seen ciearty from this stretch
of road. Pass between
the two coftages to head
downhil, passing Braehead
farmhouse on the way. John Poton, @ 19th  century
missionary to the New Hebndes isiands in the South Pacific
was born and lived here for some years.
He spent marny years working among
cannibal groups, and fransiating
nymn books and the New Testament
into native longuages. He refired fo
Gueensiand Australia, where he died in
1907 ot the oge of 82

snortly ofter Braehead farmhouse turn
ieft across a cattie grd, and go through
the gate to folow the road back down
o the parkng area.

The Route
The Barony of Dalswinton has remained unaltered since medieval fimes, with a castle ot Dalswinton
since 1244, The Cumins of Badenoch, rivals of the Bruce family for the Scottish crown, held the estate
in the 13th century. It was from Dalswinton that the Red Comyn travelled 1o his death in Greyfriars
church in 1306 af the hands of Robert the Bruce.

The walk starts about one mile south east of Dakwinton village on the C1 1, which goes from Heathhall
to Auldgirth. Grid ref NX750844, postcode DG1 1TD. Cars can be parked in the wide road enfrance
on the right hand side of the road, between the Bridge ot Boghead Cottages and the main gotes
to Dalswinton estate. The main route for this walk is shown in red, but opfional routes are shown in a
broken red line.
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When you reoch the buidings at
Dougarstyle the man walk leads
¥ you left and out across the read 1o
§ nead uphil past Maryfieid House. As
R yOuU can see on the map however,
§ you have an opfion here to foliow
the footpath through the woods to
the walea gargen and loch.

©n the man waik, fotiow the namow

Asyougpproachthe gateposts
to Dalswinton House tum night
and follow the road, with the
loch on your rignt, towards
the stable biock. Daswinton
House sifs high on your left ot
this point, on the same site
as the orginal 13th centfury
caste of the Comyns. Patrick
Miler, the weatny Glasgow
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bom merchant banker and friend of the post Robert Bums \ Rt .n..::.-:"c”uu.. S “m‘,
purchased the estate in 1785, and cleared e site of the \A Rl e AY ol (o s of) *
oid castie to make way for his nesw mansion. Lisind \ '
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If you wish, you can wak round the loch. In October 17858 TN
the first steom powered paddieboat was launched on this
loch, and Robert Burns is said to have been present on
this memorabie occasion. Pafrick Miler was on inventor
and promoter of steam navigation in the 16th Century,
and g life sze replica of the boat sits between the waled
garden and the loch. in oaamon to steam nawvigation, he
Was a pioneer in new Vil T
methods of faming,
and infroduced iron
ploughs,  threshing
machines,  fumips,
and the use of bone
manure.

A
mill 5 now a aweling
house, but the water
wheel has been re-
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Az you move foward: the
vilage #the old school building is
drectly in front of you. Pairck Miler
developed the viloge a: par of
Dalswinton estate affer its ocquisition
in 1785.

The viloge was onginally nfended fo
house 15 famiies, and the school, buit at the same fime,
wos supporied financialy by Pairick Miler. Although dll the
buidingz are now resdenticl, the viloge earfier ako hed o
toior, ¢ vilage shop, and o smicdy. The old Duminiez ond
Disirict Post Office Directory of 1911/12 is an interesfing
source of information about former Kiflcmahoe residents.

A vanety of longer hil ond moor walks lead up behind the
school toward: Mullach with itz iron Age fort, and Clonfecide
Tower. On a hilside near -

tuloch = an area 2l called 1

the Hozpital Wood, to which
wounded covenaniers were
zaid fo have been camed . i
for zofety and care. Nearby

are large stones suppozed fo
mark the graves of thoze who
did not zurvive.

Tun rnght fhrough the
vilage, and at the end go
trrough the gate on the
nght hand side to folow
the footpath  trrough
the Cnurch Woed. The
footpath wil lead you
past the small red painted
Barony church. This pretty
lithe church was built in
1881, ana was refemad
tc as a chapei of ease,
as it was not the official
parish church. It is @ good
exampieciaprefabricated
ecclesiastical buiding
made from comugated
galvanzed iron. 'hesevsereod‘renrefeﬂ'edroosm
tabemocies. The church has an intenor fully ined in pine,
With some stained giass windows, and is st in use today. A
short footpath leads to the church if you want to want to
ook more closely at this iittie buildng.

e Folow the road
on past the stabie
biock (Dalsawinton
Mans), and at the
bottom of the nil
turn night towards
the white painted
farmhouse of
Bankioot. Over to
the left = o age
red steel raikvay brdge thot crosses the river Nith. At one
fime, the river Nith ran ciose by Bankfoot, and a pooi near
the oid house of Dakwinton caled Comyn's pool beionged
10 the oid watercourse. A lange Roman fort was discoversd
in 1972, on the level ficoapian of the Nithimmediately ofter
Bankfoot, and ciose to the site of the aready known fort.

oﬁeacmeocform. and as the farm frack tums rgnt,
look ahead over the fleids. This area was the site of fwo
large Roman Cavary
forts, now only vistle
in oefal photographs
as cropmarks. There
are no surfoce
indications of these
sites, but finds from
the excovations are
on dispiay in Dumfries
Museum.
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CAERLAVEROCK

N Linear wocdland and estate walk wich an all
ability oradl for frse 100m

mm 3.5km s Imiles

e

s Hard surface paths, beaten earth,
boardwalis and gate.

o Moderate

00 Bowts for Tull route. Binreoulars
e CoarT ended

PARKING Head cut of Dumfries on the B725, pass
through Glencaple and concinue along the shore
read into Caerlaverock Madonal Mawre Reserse.
The car park is a layby approdmacely 2% miles
from Glencple on the righe kand sde. f you wash
o cyche 1o Caerbverock follew Mational Cyde
Roure 7 froem Drock Fark heading for Greoa.

START You can learm abowr the local wildlife from
the informaton boards before emering the
nature reserve. The first |00m of this route is
an alll abslity tradll which cerminanes in a viewing
area overiooking the merse. Ar the viewing area
bear left along the wooddhip path and encer dhe
woodland. The path runs along old earthisanis
associated wich the early mste and then skires
along a stmp of spruce trees. Mid way along the
path there i an opdon to turmn off to 2 plonic are
arvd bird-viewing sear. This is wapmarked from che
main pach.

The huge mudflats of Blackshaw Bank are home w
millions of shelfish and worms which proside
sustenance for thousands of waders and vl diowl,
such as curlew;, oystercarcher and shelduck. The
encire populacion of barmack geese from Svalbard
[an ishnd off nordhern Morway) spend winter on
the Sobeay and a large propordon choose the
marse and farmland around Caerlaverccic The
rare and protected natterjack oad cn adso be
foaund hiere; in fact Caerberodk is home for the
norcthernmast popubacion. e can be idencified by
2 distinctve yellow bne along its Back and cn be
heard croaiang on Warm SumMmer ewenings At
the southeast comer of Caste Wood che pach
s left and on past Back o"vWoods Cotmges.
Turm right abong the woodchip path for a short
orcuit chrowgh a recentdy re planted broadlessed
woodland weth vess out to neighbouring farmland.

This path rejoins the main crack jusc below the sice of
the first casde at Caerlawerock that was abandoned
around 1277 when the buildings smroed o ssbside
and collapse. Conomue to the impressive sandszone
ruins of the second casde, 3 unigue triangular
madherval fororess.

The casde and grounds are managed by Hiszoric
Scothind. The entry charge & displayed on signs and
wchets must be purchased from the visitor cencre.
The Castle, playground, visitor centre and toilets

are open all year and the tearoom opens from
Agril to Oiomber.

Return along the same nowte
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WATERLOO MONUMENT

I Limear road and farmiland woodland salk
m E.5 e Il bes
1% hrs

e Hard surfaced paths with steps, gates and
minor Fod

0 Btrenuou s
 Boots recomirmended

PARKIMG From Dumfries follow dhe &7 10 Solway

Coast road throuwgh Islesteps 1o Mew Abbey.

The seoong of the @r park alongside Sweetheart
Abbey in the picnsresque wllage of Mew Abbey is
an impressive start poine for this walk. There are
toilecs, tearcoms, two pulbs and 2 willage shop dose
o hand.

Swwpetheart Abbey is one of three Cisteroan Abbeys
in Dumirees and Galloway and was founded in 1273
by Lady Devorglla de Balkol in memory of her
husband john Balkol, che: puppet king of Scocdand
and founder of Balkol Caollege Ondford. Lady

Devorgill always carmied a cashet concining the
embalmed heart of her ke husband and when she

died she was buried with the msker in the Abbey
The Abbey & now in the cane of Historic Soodand.

START Leawe the car park and twm nighe down Main
Soreet uncil you reach The Square. Pass in from
of the Abbssy Arms and bear kefe Turn left at the
millpond and comunae for about 172 milke o the
end of the minor rozd. Impressive boulder dyles
skitfully constructed from granive foochalls’ bound
this road. Ac che end of the road do not cross the
burn; keep right and enoer the field wsing the gane.

Follover the path to the fooc of te steps up oo
Wharerloo Monument.

four reward for 3 senuous climb o dhe top is an
excelent view over the Feh Estuary and aoross
the Soksay o the Lake Desmice. In the foreground
you can peck ouwt the landmarks of Mew Abbey and
the Crannog and sknd in Loch Kindar

The menmoral, bale i 1810, commemoranes che
Biritish, Belgmn and Prussian solders wha, under

Wiplengron and Blscher gained the sictory of
Whrerloo.

I o allows, SFambelbe House Museum of Cosoumse
and Pew Abbey Corn Ml are both well worth
vissting during your cimee in Pow Abbey.

y -

Mg & Crosvs. Copprph: svd Daachors righe 311 &F righvs nedsrssd
Cirdramcs Sy loancs |00 EFRE

Recurn wia che same nowne.
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