. / A \ Pronouns...yes, think back we have mentioned
Second Level Literacy Reading: . ‘
. them in class :-)
.. Read for 30 minutes every day.
Week beginning 25th )
Watch: What is a Pronoun?
January Request a Book Bag from the o _ _
\_ school https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/topics/z7s3p4j/
/ \ articles/zs9mwnb
Spelling Workout — keep News online, EPIC, recipe books, Then try the ‘refresh your memory’ activity on
working out your spelling 10 any book (age / challenge appro- page 5.
mins every day. priate) _ _
All spelling lists are available Now try an online pronoun quiz:
on the blog. set involved in BIG READ activi- https://www.educationquizzes.com/ks2/english/
es.
ronouns
\ / Join the Big Book Blether on a Fri- P /
day with Mrs Jardine! https://www.helpteaching.com/questions/
K / Pronouns/Grade_5

High Quality Vocabulary
(Big Words):
Match the meaning 1o the correctwords.
Then use each wordin aninteresting and entfertaining sentence:
conspirator send someone away from a country or place as an official punishment,
nobleman feeling or expressing jubilation after a victory or achievement.
fyrant push, elbow, orbump against someone roughly, typically in a crowd.
banish having orshowing no pity orcompassion for others.
Tiumphant steal goods from a place, typically during a war or riof.
liberty a person who fakes partin a conspiracy.
jostle a cruel and oppressive ruler,
ruthless inflict harm in return for aninjury orwrong done to oneself or another,
honourable a man who belongs by rank, title, orbirth 1o the aristocracy, a peer.
avenged bringing or deserving honour.
loot the state of notbeing imprisoned or enslaved.
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Shakespearion Experience
Each week we are going to take a look at a story based on a William Shakespeare play.

This week is the story of Juliusg Caesor

Read the Play Summary on pages 2 and 3 so you know what’s going on and then watch an ani-
mated version: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=7DtJkeMKOyU&t=290s

On page 2 you will find Book Assignments.
The wheel has 6 different tasks for you to complete.
These tasks will help you to pick apart the story and understand the characters and main events in Julius Caesar.

Tick the section of the wheel when you have completed a high quality piece of work.

Go off on a tangent - choose to do a personal project on the real Julius Caesar or about the Romans.




Book Assignments

characters.

Find an important
guote from the play
for each of the main

Explain its importance.

Find a song that
reflects one of the
main characters

personalities.

Explain your choice/

Design a business
card for one of the
main characters.

Think of an occasion in the
story when you would have
behaved differently from a
character. Write about what
happened and what you
would have done.

Imagine you are
putting on the
play, on stage, in
a theatre.

Design the stage
set in a diorama.

Try to be creative

and original.

Create a series of
illustrations to go with the
play summary.

Your illustrations should
match the main events/
action in the text.




Play Summary

The action begins in February 44 BC. Julius Caesar has just re-entered Rome in triumph after a vic-
tory in Spain over the sons of his old enemy, Pompey the Great. A spontaneous celebration has
interrupted and been broken up by Flavius and Marullus, two political enemies of Caesar. It soon
becomes apparent from their words that powerful and secret forces are working against Caesar.

Caesar appears, attended by a train of friends and supporters, and is warned by a soothsayer to
"beware the ides of March," but he ignores the warning and leaves for the games and races mark-
ing the celebration of the feast of Lupercal.

After Caesar's departure, only two men remain behind — Marcus Brutus, a close personal friend of
Caesar, and Cassius, a long time political foe of Caesar's. Both men are of aristocratic origin and
see the end of their ancient privilege in Caesar's political reforms and conquests. Envious of
Caesar's power and prestige, Cassius cleverly probes to discover where Brutus' deepest sympa-
thies lie. As a man of highest personal integrity, Brutus opposes Caesar on principle, despite his
friendship with him. Cassius cautiously inquires about Brutus' feelings if a conspiracy were to un-
seat Caesar; he finds Brutus not altogether against the notion; that is, Brutus shares "some aim"
with Cassius but does not wish "to be any further moved." The two men part, promising to meet
again for further discussions.

In the next scene, it is revealed that the conspiracy Cassius spoke of in veiled terms is already a
reality. He has gathered together a group of disgruntled and discredited aristocrats who are only too
willing to assassinate Caesar. Partly to gain the support of the respectable element of Roman soci-
ety, Cassius persuades Brutus to head the conspiracy, and Brutus agrees to do so. Shortly after-
ward, plans are made at a secret meeting in Brutus' orchard. The date is set: It will be on the day
known as the ides of March, the fifteenth day of the month. Caesar is to be murdered in the Senate
chambers by the concealed daggers and swords of the assembled conspirators.

After the meeting is ended, Brutus' wife, Portia, suspecting something and fearing for her husband's
safety, questions him. Touched by her love and devotion, Brutus promises to reveal his secret to
her later.

The next scene takes place in Caesar's house. The time is the early morning; the date, the fateful
ides of March. The preceding night has been a strange one — wild, stormy, and full of strange and
unexplainable sights and happenings throughout the city of Rome. Caesar's wife, Calphurnia, terri-
fied by horrible nightmares, persuades Caesar not to go to the Capitol, convinced that her dreams
are portents of disaster. By prearrangement, Brutus and the other conspirators arrive to accompany
Caesar, hoping to fend off any possible warnings until they have him totally in their power at the
Senate. Unaware that he is surrounded by assassins and shrugging off Calphurnia's exhortations,
Caesar goes with them.



Despite the conspirators' best efforts, a warning is pressed into Caesar's hand on the very steps
of the Capitol, but he refuses to read it. Wasting no further time, the conspirators move into ac-
tion. Purposely asking Caesar for a favor they know he will refuse, they move closer, as if beg-
ging a favor, and then, reaching for their hidden weapons, they kill him before the shocked eyes
of the senators and spectators.

Hearing of Caesar's murder, Mark Antony, Caesar's closest friend, begs permission to speak at
Caesar's funeral. Brutus grants this permission over the objections of Cassius and delivers his
own speech first, confident that his words will convince the populace of the necessity for Caesar's
death. After Brutus leaves, Antony begins to speak. The crowd has been swayed by Brutus'
words, and it is an unsympathetic crowd that Antony addresses. Using every oratorical device
known, however, Antony turns the audience into a howling mob, screaming for the blood of
Caesar's murderers. Alarmed by the furor caused by Antony's speech, the conspirators and their
supporters are forced to flee from Rome and finally, from Italy. At this point, Antony, together with
Caesar's young grandnephew and adopted son, Octavius, and a wealthy banker, Lepidus, gath-
ers an army to pursue and destroy Caesar's killers. These three men, known as friumvirs, have
formed a group called the Second Triumvirate to pursue the common goal of gaining control of
the Roman Empire.

Months pass, during which the conspirators and their armies are pursued relentlessly into the far
reaches of Asia Minor. When finally they decide to stop at the town of Sardis, Cassius and Brutus
quarrel bitterly over finances. Their differences are resolved, however, and plans are made to
meet the forces of Antony, Octavius, and Lepidus in one final battle. Against his own better judg-
ment, Cassius allows Brutus to overrule him: Instead of holding to their well-prepared defensive
positions, Brutus orders an attack on Antony's camp on the plains of Philippi. Just before the bat-
tle, Brutus is visited by the ghost of Caesar. "I shall see thee at Philippi," the spirit warns him, but
Brutus' courage is unshaken and he goes on.

The battle rages hotly. At first, the conspirators appear to have the advantage, but in the confu-
sion, Cassius is mistakenly convinced that all is lost, and he kills himself. Leaderless, his forces
are quickly defeated, and Brutus finds himself fighting a hopeless battle. Unable to face the pro-
spect of humiliation and shame as a captive (who would be chained to the wheels of Antony's
chariot and dragged through the streets of Rome), he too takes his own life.

As the play ends, Antony delivers a eulogy over Brutus' body, calling him "the noblest Roman of
them all." Caesar's murder has been avenged, order has been restored, and, most important, the
Roman Empire has been preserved.



Skillswise

O

Nouns are ‘naming words'. We use them to let people know what or
who what we are talking about. When it is clear what we are talking
about, we can use a pronoun instead. Pronouns are words that replace
nouns. They make our writing and talking easier to understand. Here is
an example.

Lisa wrote an accident report.

Using nouns Using pronouns

Lisa gave the accident report to Jim. | She gave it to Jim.

Jim filed the accident report for Lisa. | He filed it for her.

Use these pronouns to replace some of the nouns on page 1. For example,
Lisa uses Mr Wilson's name a lot. She could say ‘he’ sometimes instead.
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Using pronouns

In Lisa’s accident report on Mr Wilson, she
keeps repeating nouns. Find all the nouns
you can replace with pronouns. Choose from
the pronouns on page 2.

Accident Report

| heard a noise in the dining room at lunchtime. | went to the dining

room and Mr Wilson was groaning. Mr Wilson had fallen off the chair.

Mr Wilson could not get back on to the chair. My colleague Jean and |

helped Mr Wilson back into the chair. Jean looked to see if Mr Wilson

was hurt. Jean found that Mr Wilson had bruised his leg. Jean put a

cold compress on the bruise. The bruise was not too bad. The other

residents carried on eating. The other residents all seemed fine.




