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	Hardgate Primary School
Hardgate
Castle Douglas

DG7 3LD

	Any enquiries please contact:
Mrs S Ramage, Head Teacher

Tel:     01556 660221 FILLIN “Enter Direct Dial for Contact” \* MERGEFORMAT 
Email: hoffice841@ea.dumgal.sch.uk      

 FILLIN “Enter E-mail address for Contact” \* MERGEFORMAT 


                                                                                                 30th August 2013

Dear Parents / Carers,

As we all get settled in to our new term, there are a few items of news to share with you this week.

Flexible Learning Experiences
As previously explained in the newsletter dated 24th May, we are always seeking to raise attainment and to ensure that we are supporting and challenging all the children appropriately by developing more flexible and creative approaches to learning.

This year we are planning to teach the children in specific learning zones for numeracy and writing, and therefore the children may not necessarily be taught by their class teacher during these times. 
Following assessment and staff consultations we have organised the children in groups according to their current Curriculum for Excellence level which we believe will provide all of the children with greater opportunities to access the appropriate challenge and support for their level. Please note that these groups are flexible and will be constantly monitored with the children’s learning and progress being carefully tracked to ensure the best outcome for each child.   
Learning zones will begin next week with numeracy zones taking place three times weekly and writing zones taking place twice weekly. Staff responsible for planning and delivering each zone can be seen below and we have attached details of your child’s teacher / teachers for your information.
· Mrs Martin                                      Early / First Levels
· Mrs Russell / Miss MacRae           First / Second Levels
· Mrs Courten                                   Second / Third Levels 
Home learning activities for numeracy will be provided by the teacher responsible for your child’s learning in this area, but spelling, reading and personal project activities will continue to be provided by class teachers.

Please do not hesitate to contact the school if you wish to discuss any of this information in greater detail.

Road Closures / School Bus

We have been assured that despite the current work being carried out on the local roads, the school bus will continue to have access. However we have been asked to inform you that there may be occasions when slight delays will be inevitable and this is something out with our control.

Information Update Forms

Thank you to the many families who have already returned their information update forms. We would be grateful if the remainder of forms could be returned no later than Monday 2nd September.
Rev. Hutcheson’s Retirement
Thank you for the donations for Mr Hutcheson we have already received. We would be grateful if all other donations could be sent in to school in a sealed envelope clearly marked “Rev Hutcheson” by Monday 2nd September.

Castle Douglas Sports Centre

Please find enclosed a leaflet giving details of activities being offered this term at Castle Douglas Sports Centre.

Road Safety Scotland
If your child is in Primary 1-3, please find enclosed a leaflet which is part of a campaign which aims to reduce road accidents now and in the future.

Active Games Day
If your child has been selected to represent the Castle Douglas cluster in the Active Games Day, please find enclosed a letter giving details of times and venues for your information. Good luck to all our competitors.

This event is currently being advertised on the local radio and in the local press. Spectators are very welcome to attend.

Yours sincerely

Mrs S Ramage

Head Teacher
Diary Dates

September     4          P4/5 Multisports Club (Week 1)  
6 Learning Plans Issued
7 Active Games Day

10 Parent Council AGM / Meeting
11 P4/5 Multisports Club (Week 2)
13         Retirement Assembly for Rev Hutcheson
18          P4/5 Multisports Club (Week 3)

25          P6/7 Multisports Club (Week 1)
27          Dental Inspections (P1 & P7)
October          2          P6/7 Multisports Club (Week 2)

                        3}        P6/7 at Stronord
                        4} 
                        7          P7 at Operation Safety

                        9          P6/7 Multisports Club (Week 3)

                      11          School Closes for October Holiday








