
Brydekirk Primary P5-7 Learning at Home 

Dear All, 

In light of Schools being closed in Scotland this week, Brydekirk Primary and St Columba’s have been 

working on preparations including a Home Learning Pack, to continue educational provision for your 

Children and our Pupils. In addition to that information, I have written this document for Brydekirk 

Primary P5-7 Pupils, Parents and Carers, which should help you with this work. 

I hope to pass on useful information to enable you to help your child(ren) to continue their learning, 

including a timetable, physical and virtual online resources.  I foresee that these may change as we 

attempt learning out with school and whilst we will do our best to manage and communicate any 

change, patience will be required. Also as noted in the Home Learning Pack provided by our School, 

we need to consider that some of the access to virtual resources will be limited, for example if the 

number of computers/devices is shared in a family, or networks are overloaded, and I otherwise 

would not recommend too much screen time for pupils. I therefore thought I would include, 

amongst other things, a basic timetable for no or limited Internet access. Please see the details 

below. 

Closures have never happened on this scale before in Scottish Schools and I imagine the thought of 

your children learning at home may be causing you to worry and /or be overwhelming. I would 

advise starting with this information first and then with the Home Learning Pack provided by the 

School. Work with your child(ren) and we will endeavour to support you as best we can within the 

limitations of this fast-changing situation. 

Good luck and best wishes, 

Mr Archibald 

  



Aim 

Keep Pupils learning, as best as we can, irrespective of School Closure. 

 

Learning Activities 

I have included a general timetable below where most of the learning activities provided here are 

routine Literacy and Numeracy class activities that the pupils are familiar with. They are mostly 

practice and consolidation work, which they have carried out in a similar fashion at school with some 

adapted for access at home. The idea here is that the children are familiar with these activities and 

should be able to continue them without too much difficulty in a different location. The pupils may 

be able to articulate our routine learning activities to you: talking about learning is good for all 

involved and this will help you to understand what they are doing and hopefully support them. 

Literacy and numeracy are prioritised, and I would advise attempting these in the morning in a 

routine similar to that at school, where possible. We do 9.00 – 10.40, break, 11.00 – 12.30 lunch 

although I’ve given this as a guide and am not expecting you to copy this exactly nor to be ringing a 

bell. 

A similar timetable will be shared on Teams on a Monday where I hope to share more detail for that 

week, but if there is no access then fall back on this. My expectations for you all are that some will 

endeavour to complete all of this with their child(ren), some will do nothing and some will be 

somewhere in between. This is not a competition, the way in which you all engage will differ and I 

am only focussed upon the Pupils’ learning. As a rule of thumb each activity may take 15 – 30 

minutes. Any shorter requires scrutiny of the work produced and longer is ok so long as the Pupil is 

happy to keep working on a job and get it finished. Your role as a Parent/Carer is different to being a 

Teacher although there are many similarities. If any aspect of the timetable is causing difficulties 

then do not get upset about this and if necessary get in touch through the appropriate means. Have 

high expectations and talk and listen to one another, this is a really important part of the process of 

learning. 

Otherwise all the other subjects could be tackled in the afternoons. That doesn’t mean that these 

subjects are any less important however they require different knowledge, skills and resources. 

Projects work well here and are also a great place to use the literacy and numeracy knowledge and 

skills that Pupils are learning. I would encourage you to attempt something that suits your own 

situation and that you are more comfortable with. The Home Learning Pack has many ideas of places 

where to start, and I also intend to post Scotland and Water Topic work. 

Learning activities are either online, offline or a mixture of both. Online links will be posted onto our 

Class Teams group. This group is developing quickly and will continue to do so. Only our Pupils and 

Staff have access to this information. Data Protection (GDPR) is considered carefully at school and 

you should exercise the same caution. Online activities will fall into two categories: activities which 

pupils log into and activities which they don’t.  For activities that Pupils log into, they should be 

familiar with the resource and have their usernames and passwords, which they already manage. 

Get in touch if you have difficulties.  



These activities have the advantage that the Teachers can see the work completed and on some 

websites answers made, which help us to set the next steps. Screen time needs to be considered and 

as above if something is going well it could last longer but otherwise be wary of online activities that 

take up a long amount of Pupils’ time. 

Mixed activities are ones which are set through Teams and then carried out in a jotter or by some 

other offline means. This work can be shared back online by taking a picture or scan and uploading 

onto Teams. We will try this out next week. 

Offline activities are everything that doesn’t require a website. These are vital as I want Pupils to 

continue to read, write, draw, measure and continue to develop all of the skills that they are 

acquiring in life. Again, all in good measure however for projects in the afternoon please consider 

that they’ll do many different tasks to complete the work. Projects too will may able to be shared 

onto our Teams page. 

As a staff we are currently discussing when we’ll be available online to support our Pupils. This is 

something that will develop next week as we begin learning online. We also think it is important for 

the pupils to have a safe place to communicate. Again, we’ll develop an approach to this that is 

healthy for all involved. Along with all other online communication, please consider the importance 

of any requests sent and that we are a limited staff some of whom have children and who may also 

become unwell. 

This is our first attempt at doing this however I think we are better to give it our best go for next 

week and the week after so that we have actual experience of trying to educate by these means 

before the Easter break. We should then be in a better, more informed position after Easter to 

consider next term and how to make the best of this difficult situation. I will share all of this on our 

Teams Group and also on the Blog so that everyone has access. 

Finally, please do not compare this provision with elsewhere, it is futile, and your energies can be 

better spent. 


