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Jinga assumed the throne in 1624 after the death of her brother. She refused o accept the itle of
queen and demanded to be called king. She began to build an army against the Europeans. According
to the Portuguese, her combined forces numbered 80,000 bowmen. Despite constantly harassing
their European enemies Jinga's army never achieved a decisive victory. She and her followers
retreated to the inferior of the country, where they continued to harass the Europeans.

In 1656, Jinga made an agreement to work with the Portuguese in return for the release of her
Kidnapped sister. She had to produce slaves for the Portuguese and agree fo the establishment of
a Christian missionary. She reigned for another seven years over a relatively peaceful society,
albeit one largely contralled by the Portuguese.
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Historical Background

Inthe 17th century, Portuguese and Dutch settlers competed
for control of the African slave trade in what is now Angola. They
found themselves faced with a fierce opponent: Queen Nzingha
of Ndongo (1582-1663]. Also known as Jinga or Ginga, she led the
Jagas, a militant group, in the fight against slavery.

Jinga began her political career as the daughter and sister of the
kings of the Mbande tribe in Ndongo. She traveled to the fown of
Luanda as an ambassador to the new Portuguese governor, Joao
Correia de Souza. During their meeting, de Souza sat but forced
Jinga to stand as a symbol of her subordination to him. Rather
than accept this insult, Jinga had one of her ladies in waiting
kneel down on all fours fo provide her with a seat and to prove
her status as an equal.

As a political ploy Jinga allowed herself to be baptized, received
a Christian name (Dona Anna de Souza), and accepted the
qovernor as her godFather. She persuaded the governor to accept
her brother as an allied king of equal status rather than as
asubject of the Portuguese crown.
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