Sunnyside Primary School
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School Travel Plan 

2019-2020
What is a school Travel Plan?
A Travel Plan is a document compiled by a school or a campus which sets out a package of short, medium and long-term measures to encourage more children, young people and staff to choose alternatives to the car when making the journey to school.  It signifies an all-round commitment to develop safer routes to school and encouraging active travel.

The need for travel plans has arisen due to growing concerns over:
· Increasing congestion associated with the ‘school run’

· Pupil health concerns concerning inactive lifestyles
· The need for pupils to gain ‘road sense’ and independence
· Road safety issues and concerns partly generated by school run related traffic
· Air quality and climate change

· Less Local Authority funding available which requires targeting
1. AIMS

The aims of this travel plan are:
· To proactively encourage and increase awareness of healthy, environmental and socially friendly travel choices amongst pupils, parents, staff and the wider school community
· To reduce the volume of vehicles on the school run and traffic congestion around the school gates

· Increase the number of children walking and/or cycling to school.

· To improve safety on the journey to school
· To increase an awareness of road safety amongst our Pupils.
· To secure funding and initiatives from Clackmannanshire Council and other agencies/partners.
2. School Travel Plan Action Group

	Staff:

Phillip Mathis

Hannah Duncan

Debbie Allan

Pupil Groups:

Junior Road Safety Officers

WoW Monitors
	Parents:
Dawn Stalker

Leeann Currie

Leanne Stone

Paula Wilkinson
Jennifer Christie

	
	


3. School Introduction 

(a) Location

Sunnyside Primary School is a Clackmannanshire Council run school, located in Alloa, Clackmannanshire. We are classed as an urban school and are located in a residential area within the ward of Alloa South. We have over 300 pupils.
(b) Our catchment area
Our pupils are predominately based within the Alloa, Tullibody and Sauchie area. However, we have pupils attending from across Clackmannanshire. 
(c)
Access to the school.
As Sunnyside Primary School is surrounded by residential roads, we strive to make the school accessible as possible. There are 3 gates; 2 on Ashley Terrace at the east and west ends of out playground and a third, main entrance on Erskine Street. Only the Erskine Street Gate remains unlocked during the school day. A disabled ramp and automatic doors are located at reception, with two school lifts for first floor access.

The school has a small staff car park, with a disabled bay available for visitors. 
(d) School Times

The school opens its doors at 8:50am for all pupils with school starting at 9am. Our breakfast club opens before this at 8:30am.
Our lunches are:

P1-3 at 12:15-1pm

P4-7 at 12:30-1:15pm.

Termly school clubs operate after school, finishing at 4pm, unless otherwise stated.

Various school events may occur outside these hours, however notice will be given.

The school has over 350 people arriving and leaving every day!
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4. Present Travel Patterns

Arrival
We open our doors at 8:50 am to allow pupils to settle, ready for learning. A member of the management team will great pupils every day and be available for any questions/queries you may have.
Bikes and scooters can be safely stored in our bike sheds, these are locked throughout the school day.
Coats are hung up on labelled pegs, our infant classrooms often store bags in the classroom to assist our youngest learners. 
If children bring personal electronic devices to school these should be handed to the office for safekeeping and collected at the end of the day.
Car parking

Our car park is for staff and visitor use, however can be extremely busy. There is 1 allocated disabled bay within the car park and a 10 minute drop off point on Ashley Terrace.
The parking around school at pick up and drop off times is extremely busy, and whilst we do have yellow school caution lines, these are not always adhered to.
Access by foot

All entrances are via pedestrian foot paths, there should be no access through the school car park, as this places individuals at risk and is an emergency service entrance.
Cycling Access

There 2 large bike sheds in the school playground, these are securely locked during school hours and unlocked for the end of the day.
School Crossing Patrol

There is a crossing guard at the end of Ashley Terrace, to assist with crossing Sunnyside Road. There is currently no crossing guard for Ashley Terrace itself.
Travel Information
As we are within a residential area there is a strict 20mph speed limit on all roads around the school. There is also a one-way system in place on the corner of Erskine Street and Ashley Terrace.

Is the school used out of hours?

The school holds sports clubs and events out with the school day, these can result in an increase in traffic. Such events include school discos, parents’ information evenings and fairs.
5. Map of the school site
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There are 3 pedestrian and 1 vehicle entrance to Sunnyside Primary, these pedestrian entrances are marked by the blue dots around the school site.

The one way traffic system is marked by the red arrow.
6.  What we are doing already
We seek to encourage safe, healthy and sustainable travel to the school through a variety of ongoing initiatives. These include:
· WoW Living Streets Challenge in all P1-7 classes.

· Little Feet Nursery scheme (to begin soon).
· WoW monitors from (P3-7).

· Junior Road Safety Officers (P3-7).

· Bikeability – cycling proficiency scheme.

· Parent Council walking breakfasts.

· Open doors at 8:50am to reduce congestion.

· Breakfast club at 8:30am.

7. Consultation: Surveys and Data

As part of our ongoing commitments to encourage community ownership we engaged in a parent and carer consultation as well as utilising last year’s WoW data from pupils. We had 84 responses from families.
8. Summary of Survey Findings and Consultations

The main points we have learnt are:
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The majority of our families currently walk to school, this is reinforced by our WoW tracker statistics that show an average of 75% of pupils walking to school in the 2018/19 academic year.
When asked why our families travel by this mode, it is clear that the majority of respondents are travelling due to ease and choosing a healthier travel mode. Other families have cited travelling to and from work as a major factor in choosing their method of transport. 
The majority of our families (48%) live within ½ mile of the school, with a further 18% within a 1 mile journey. 13% of those surveyed live 2 or more miles from the school,
When asked what the preferred method of transport would be for our families, the overwhelming majority chose healthier options including Walking, Park and Stride, Scooters and Bikes. Only 15 respondents stated that they preferred to drive, with 2 selecting public transport. 
When asked why our families are not using their preferred mode of transport, the most frequent reasons are work and time constraints.
When asked if a Park and Stride sight, located approximately 10 minutes away would be suitable, 47% of responding parents agree this is of potential benefit. Reasons given for this include a current lack of information, already walking to school or concerns around child safety.

Further discussions, amongst the travel plan action group members have highlighted several potential issues around walking/scooting/cycling to school including:
Parent Concerns:

· Traffic volume at present.
· Low light in the autumn and winter months.

· Independence of children (Nursery to P3).

· Pupil traffic awareness.

· Pathway conditions – including ice, dog mess and litter.

Pupil Concerns:

· Adults are parking where they shouldn’t be and possibly aren’t fully aware of the danger risks of this.

· Children are travelling to school on bikes and doing tricks whilst crossing the road.

9.  Objectives and Targets

Objective:

To promote healthy, active travel choices for pupils on their school journey

Target:

To increase the number of pupils travelling to school actively (walking, cycling, scooting) by 5%, by summer 2020.
10. Action Plan
To encourage sustainable travel:
· Continue to implement Bikeability training for P6 pupils.
· Highlight Walk to School Week in May.
· Support WoW monitor activities in school.

· Investigate potential Park and Stride locations in our area.

· Work with the Parent Council to implement and promote the delivery of walking breakfasts.
To promote road safety:

· Raise the profile of road safety, through participating in Road Safety Awareness 
· Support JRSO activity in school.
· Investigate Safe Walking Kits for pupils.
To raise awareness:

· Celebrate our successes via social media and other channels.
· Publish the Travel Plan on the school website.
· Ensure consistent use of school WoW display and board.
· Have school travel on the agenda for Parent Council meetings

Please see the attached travel plan for further details.

11. Monitoring and Review

Progress will be reviewed by the School Travel Plan Group in May 2020, in order to establish progress. Termly meetings should allow all group members to update on progress.
12. Signed agreement

The Headteacher, teachers, parents and pupils of Sunnyside Primary School agrees to their School Travel Plan and its objectives

Signed: ……………………………………………………………


teacher(s)

Signed: ……………………………………………………………


parent(s)

Signed: ……………………………………………………………


pupil(s)

Appendix 1
2019/20 Travel Action Plan

	Measure
	Who
	Responsibility
	Timescale
	Comments

/Progress

	Write school travel plan and make it available to all staff, pupils, parents and school community. Publicise STP with a special launch.
	Working Group
	Mr Mathis


	6th December
	Travel plan draft submitted and shared via Website and Twitter 05/12/19.

	Keep the School Community updated on the school Travel Plan progress and initiatives.
	Working Group
	Mr Mathis


	On - going
	

	Develop a school travel notice board
	Miss Duncan/ Miss Allan
	Working group (JRSO’s/WoW monitors)
	Ongoing
	Notice Board – utilise Committee displays.

	Promote National Walk to School Week and plan an event
	Miss Allan/Miss Duncan
	Working group
	18-22nd May 2020
	

	Build awareness into curricular and extra-curricular activities.
	Teachers
	HWB lead/Working group.
	November 2019
	

	Hold a poster/slogan competition to promote sustainable travel on the school journey and display these both inside and outside of the school building. 
	Miss Duncan/Miss Allan
	Working group
	February 2020
	A prize for the winner.

	Investigate Park and Stride site (use a local car park not too far from the school)
	Clack’s Council Road’s Team
	Working Group
	ongoing (Feb 2020)
	

	Investigate physical traffic management measures to improve route to school, improve crossing points
	Mr Mathis
	Clacks Council 

Working group 

Local residents
	ongoing Feb 2020
	Funding from Clacks Council

	Hold cycling proficiency training

	Miss Grossert
	Sport’s Development Team, Clacks Council, P6 Class Teachers
	May 2020
	

	Become A Cycle Friendly School
	Assessed by Donna Cromb of WOW
	Working group with Activ Clacks
	May 2020
	

	Investigate installation of further cycle racks/ provide secure cycle storage.
	Mr Mathis
	Clacks Council Road’s Team 
	January 2020
	Funding from Clacks Council

	Identify and recommend safer walking routes to school 

- produce a leaflet and encourage pupils and parents to use the routes
	Working Group 
	Clacks Council Road’s Team
	
	

	Include STP in Improvement Plan and Handbook for school.
	D Penman
	Head Teacher
	June 2020
	

	Get ready for STP Fund in October
	Working Group
	Mr Mathis
	Jan 2020
	Funding available


Appendix 2  
	
	School Travel Plan Calendar 2019/20

	Year
	Month
	Dates
	Details

	2019
	Jan
	7 Jan
	New Term Starts

Look out for WOW Badge Competition details (Email)

	
	Feb
	11 Feb–15 Feb
	Spring Half Term

	
	Mar
	25 Mar
	Start of The Big Pedal (Sustrans)

	
	Apr
	1-12 Apr

5 April

19-22 Apr
22 April
	Spring Holidays

Final day of The Big Pedal

Easter Holidays
Earth Day

	
	May
	6 May
20-24 May
	May Public Holiday

Walk to School Week (Living Streets) 

	
	Jun
	8-16 Jun

28th June
	Bike Week (Cycling Scotland)

Summer Term Ends

	
	Aug
	19 Aug
20 Aug
	New Term Starts (Staff)

New Term Starts (Pupils)

Get ready to start logging on Travel Tracker – WOW from September

	
	Sep
	2 Sep

9-13 Sep
	WOW starts - commence Logging on the Travel Tracker

Hands up Survey Scotland (Sustrans)

	
	Oct
	14-18 Oct
	Autumn Holidays

Active Travel Fund opens (Finalised STP and look out for application)

	
	Nov
	19-25 Nov
28-29 Nov
	Road Safety Week

Winter Half Term Holidays

	
	Dec
	23 Dec – 3 Jan
	Winter Half Term Holidays

	2020
	Jan
	………..
	……… etc


1
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