
Sunnyside Nursery is working in collaboration with NHS Speech 

and Language Therapy  to offer a program of exciting activities 

to develop children’s talking skills; the ‘Language Is Fun 

Together’ (LIFT) project. 

Talking and listening skills are very important as they help your 

child to understand others, talk about their feelings, share news, 

develop friendships and be successful in their learning.

We hope to do this using a range of approaches and activities. 

They include;

 Developing nursery staff’s knowledge of speech, language 

and communication.

 Working closely with nursery staff to provide fun talking 

and listening activities.

 Developing the skills of the nursery staff in everyday 

interactions to build language.

 Working with parents to continue to help them develop 

their children’s communication, listening and talking skills.

 Making small changes to the nursery environment to 

support all learners.

If your child has more specific communication needs and they 

already have a speech and language therapist they will 

continue to access this service. It is very important that you 

continue to attend your speech and language therapy 

appointments.

As this is new to the nursery we need to assess some children 

to tell us more about how useful the activities are. This does 

not mean that your child has any specific difficulties in this 

area. 

If you would not like your child to be included or have any 

concerns about what the programme may involve please 

contact a member of the nursery staff as soon as possible 

Louise Illingworth – Speech and Language Therapy and 

Project Lead

Janette Gentleman – Sunnyside Nursery



Playing, talking and reading with your child is 

the most important way for your child to learn 

how to communicate. Use the traffic lights at 

these times to help build your child’s 

language.

STOP and LOOK at what your child is doing

WAIT for them to start the interaction 

LET YOUR CHILD LEAD the play 

LISTEN to your child

Give them lots of TIME to think and talk 

DESCRIBE what your child is doing

COPY and EXTEND their actions/words

Keep QUESTIONS to a minimum

Give lots of PRAISE
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Getting down to a child’s level

Being at a child’s level is a very 

powerful tool for communicating 

positively with them. Getting close 

allows you to tune into what they 

may be feeling or thinking. 

It also helps them to focus on what 

you are saying or asking for and if 

you are close to your child and 

have their attention.

Those who read succeed!

Let your child pick the books and 

talk about the pictures together

A nursery environment that 

includes all our learners


