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Menstrie Primary School

Newsletter

October 2018
	PICKING UP AND DROPPING OFF
When collecting and dropping off, please ensure that you do not park in a local residents drive way or in front of a garage entrance.  The car park is for STAFF only or BLUE BADGE holders.  Pupils and parents should NOT walk across the car park but rather stay safely behind the railing or on the path.  Also a polite reminder that dogs are NOT allowed in the playground.
PARENT HELPERS

In school we have a few parent helpers.  Parents/carers can help out in a variety of ways such as helping to take pupils to the Dumyat Centre for gym, helping small groups of children to complete activities and listening to groups of children read.  If you would be interested in helping please contact Mr Pennie (Principle Teacher and Volunteer Co-ordinator) through the school office.

PERMISSION SLIPS AND UPDATE FORMS 

At the beginning of term permission slips for photos, internet use etc was distributed.  We also recently distributed pupil update forms.  We are still waiting for a few of these forms to be returned.  Please return them as soon as possible.
LOST PROPERTY

We already have a large number of lost items gathering in the entrance area of the school.  Please ensure uniforms are labelled and if you forget and they become lost the items will be placed in lost property box which is in the main entrance of the school.  This is accessible to parents between 7.45am and 6.00pm daily.  Items left at the end of the term will be put into the recycling unit.

PHONE LINES

We were very sorry that last week the phone lines within Clackmannanshire Council were down for 3 days.  We are sorry for any inconvenience that this may have caused.

WET WEATHER

Pupils should always come to school with a suitable jacket in case of inclement weather.  Some learning activities will be planned to take place outside and if it is wet at break and lunch times they will continue to play outside.  If there is very heavy rain or the ground is icy and slippy then the children will remain inside.  Pupils will not be able to get into the school building before 8.55am and so on wet days it would be best to ensure that your child does not come to school before this time.

COFFEE EVENING

The school coffee evening is always a fun sociable event and this year it is planned to take place on Thursday 11th October at 7pm.  We hope that as many parents and friends of the school can come along and support this event.  We would hope to have a number of stalls including home baking, brick a brack, bottle stall etc.  A flyer will be sent out to you nearer the time, but remember to put the date in your diary!!

MONIES

Please ensure that any money sent into school is clearly labelled with your child’s name, class and what the money is for.  There are over 300 pupils in the primary school so unless money is clearly marked it is impossible to know who brought what in.  A purse is not enough – it must be labelled.

REPORTING TO PARENTS
After consultation last session with staff and the parent council our format for reporting to parents this session has been adjusted.  This year we introduced P1 parent meetings in September, allowing the P1 parents an opportunity to meet class teachers and share information about their children.  The parents evening which normally takes place in the November will be moved to the February, with the interim report, normally issued in the February being issued in the November instead.  This year we will report to parents in the following ways;
September

· P1 Parent Meetings

· Open Evening – P1 – P7

· Nursery Open Night

November

· P1 – P7 Snap Shot Jotters sent home.

· Interim Reports Sent home

January

· Snap Shot Jotters Sent home

February

· Parents Night 5th and 7th

May
· Snap Shot Jotters sent home
June

· End of Year Report

Please remember that if you wish to meet with your child’s class teacher at any time of the year, please make an appointment to meet with them, either by sending in a note to the teacher or calling the office.  
TWITTER

Remember you can follow us on Twitter @Menstrie Primary for updates and information on learning.  We are almost reaching 500 followers!


	
	PARENT COUNCIL

Update from the Parent Council

We held our AGM on 6th September and are making plans to work collaboratively with the school over the next academic year including aiming to have a presence at many school events (hopefully you saw us at the open night)!

Last year we raised over £9,000 from a number of key events including:

· Christmas Fayre (over £6000 including match funding)

· Race Night (£2000)

· Gala day (£700)

· Hallowe’en Disco, Movie Night & Ice Lolly sales (£650)

We are looking for a number of new faces to help get involved this year and have organised a fundraising planning meeting for the year on Saturday 6th October from 2pm in the Forge.  It would be great to see as many as possible.  We cannot run the hugely successful events without a great number of helpers so look forward to welcoming hopefully lots of parents /carers along.   In particular, we urgently need help if we are to hold a Christmas Fayre this year.

Our fundraising efforts combined with donations have help fund the following last year:

· Playground Markings
 £3,800

· Reading & Maths Books £3,100

· New school strips £300 

· Group Call
£ 500 

To help identify priorities for our fundraising we met with the Pupil Council last week to seek their views on what they would like and will be working with the school to review and share with parents and carers.  

To help encourage more along we are looking at varying the days/times of our meetings the following have been agreed for the remainder of 2018 and will review for 2019:

· Friday 26th October -9am in the Forge

· Thursday 6th December 6.15pm in the Forge

Please feel free to get in touch with the parent council either directly or using our email:

menstrieparentcouncil@gmail.com
CLASS ASSEMBLIES
Class assemblies will be taking place across the year.  The following dates and times are provisional, but we will try our best to keep to these.
Tuesday 9th October at 2.15pm – P2G

Monday 5th November at 2.15pm – P4AE

Tuesday 13th November at 2.15pm – P6/7

Wednesday 28th November at 1.45pm – P4KE
Friday 25th January at 10.30am – P2S

Wednesday 30th January at 2.15pm – P7

Thursday 28th February at 2.15pm – P3B

Thursday 7th March at 10.30am – P3D

Friday 15th March at 2.15pm – P6S

Monday 18th March at 10.30am – P5W

Friday 22nd March at 2.15pm – P5P

Tuesday 30th April at 10.30 – P1A

Thursday 9th May at 10.30 – P1D

ACTIVE SCHOOL SPORTS CLUBS

Please could I ask that when you sign your child up to an after schools club you;

· put the correct money in an envelope (no change is given at school as Active Schools Clubs are organised by sports development)

· the form is completed accurately and enclosed in an envelope with the correct money

· if your child decides that they no longer wish to attend the club then it is the parents responsibility to inform the school.  A register is taken at the club and if pupils are on the register but on on the list then the coach is required to phone parents etc.
ABSENCES

Please ensure that you call the school to notify of your child’s absences.  This must be done prior to 9.00am.  A message can be left on the absence line.  It is vital that if your child has any illness which can be contagious that we are alerted to this as we have some pupils need alerted to this due to health issues.

UPCOMING EVENTS

Coffee Evening

11/10/18
7pm – 8.30pm
October Holidays

Close Friday 12th October 2018 at 3pm

Return Monday 22nd October at 9am
Reading Challenge Set to Pupils

22/10/18

One Month

Outdoor learning day (officially 1/11/18, due to other commitments taking part on the 31st)
31/10/18

All Day

Halloween Disco

1/11/18

Evening

Interim Reports

Mid November

NA

Scottish Book Week

19/11/18

All Week

Reading Challenge to be completed

23/11/18

NA

Flu Vaccinations

27/11/18

All Day

Parents invited in for Literacy

28/11/18

2.30pm

In-Service (school closed to pupils)

29/11/18

All Day

In-Service (school closed to pupils)

30/11/18

All Day

Parent Council Meeting

06/12/18
6.15pm at the Forge
P1 Show PM

10/12/18

1.30pm

Nursery Show AM & PM

11/12/18

TBC

P1Show AM  & PM

12/12/18

9.30am and 1.30pm

 FINALLY

If at any time you have any questions or concerns, please do not hesitate to contact me.

Lisanne J Henderson

Headteacher

www.menstrie.clacks.gov.uk
Tel: 01259 760690 
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Twitter@MenstriePrimary




