[image: image1.png]


Menstrie Primary School

Newsletter

January 2019
	Welcome back after the Winter Holidays and may I take this opportunity to wish you all a happy new year.   I hope that you all had a lovely relaxing time.
PARENT PAY

Further to the correspondence before Christmas Parent pay will be getting launched on Monday 14th January.  For further information on this or if you have any questions, please speak with Mrs Lafferty in the school office. 
STAFFING
As you will be aware I am due to go on Maternity leave in February.  During this time Mrs Murray will be the acting headteacher.  The post of acting deputy head for this time is yet to be filled.  I’d like to congratulate Mr Furzer on taking up the post as principal teacher.

NURSERY BUILD
Work is due to commence on the nursery build on the 21st January.  Plans are available to view in the nursery entrance area.  During this time please can I ask you to be extra careful when parking cars and walking to and from school.  The staff car park will be used for construction vehicles.  This therefore means that children who currently access the nursery and school via the small gate at the side of the nursery will no longer be able to use this gate.  Children will need to walk to the main road and then come in via the main front entrance.   I have also noticed many occasions where children and some adults cross the car park entrance and forget to double check for cars.  Whilst construction traffic will be highly vigilant, I would ask that you remind your children of the importance road safety.  We will share this message at assembly as well.
RAG BAG COLLECTION

On Monday 25th February there will be a Rag Bag Collection.  Items should be brought to the main entrance for 9.00am and can include, wearable clothes, paired shoes, handbags and belts.  More information can be found on the Rag Bag Website;  https://www.rag-bag.co.uk
UPCOMING EVENTS

Scottish Week

21/01/19

All week

P2S Assembly

25/01/19

10.30am

P7 Assembly

30/01/19

2.15pm

P6 Max in the Middle Week

28/01/19

All week with parent assembly on the Friday – time TBC

Parent Council Meeting

01/02/19

9.15am at the Forge

Non-Uniform Day

25/01/19

All day

Class Photos

04/02/19

All day

P6/7 Max in the Middle Week

04/02/19

All week with parent assembly on the Friday – time TBC

Parents Evening

05/02/19

3.15 – 6pm

Parents Evening

07/02/19

6 – 9pm

In-Service – school closed to pupils

11/02/19 – 12/02/19

2 days

Mid Term Holiday

13/02/19 – 15/02/19

3 days
PARENT COUNCIL UPDATE

A very warm welcome back from the Parent Council; we hope you all had a great Christmas and best wishes for 2019.
Our Christmas Fayre was a success, thanks again to all the parents, carers, staff and children who helped both on the day and before – we couldn’t do it without you! A special thanks to Santa and his helpful elves (Mr Pennie & Mr Scott) and to Miss K Evans for her fantastic face painting skills. We raised £700 and once again we are extremely grateful that this will be match funded 100% via one of our parents!

The current agreed plans for the fundraising proceeds include:

* mud kitchen

* P1 play area

* modern language resources

* outdoor equipment

* tracksuit tops

* indoor exercise bikes

* nursery toys and funding of children’s Christmas presents

In 2019 we plan to hold a family fun run - watch this space for more details to follow.

We will continue to engage with the school and local authority over 2019 as the plans for the new nursery are 
	
	BREAKFAST CLUB

Pupils are able to attend breakfast club each morning at 8.30am.  It has become increasingly popular and parents must be aware that pupils are expected to have something to eat for breakfast before the children play.  Pupils are able to stay in the lunch hall afterwards, where there is supervision of the breakfast club (there is a small box of books and toys available for the pupils) or once they have eaten their breakfast pupils can go into the playground to meet up with their friends, however there is no outside supervision.
P1 ENROLMENT
For pupils starting P1 in August 2019 enrolment takes place on Monday 21st January 2019 from 9.15am – 2.45pm.   If pupils live in the catchment area but are putting in a placing request for an alternative school then it is still essential that an enrolment form is completed for Menstrie Primary with the appropriate placing request form submitted to the local authority.  Completed enrolment forms should be handed to the school office on this day and parents/carers should bring with them the child’s birth certificate and 2 proofs of address.  Enrolment forms can be down loaded from the council website or collected from the nursery.  If you have any questions regarding enrolment, please speak with Miss McEwan in the nursery. 
PARENTS EVENING

Parents meetings will be held on Tuesday 5th February from 3.15 – 6pm and on Thursday 7th February from 6 – 9pm.  Please complete and return the attached slip to indicate which evening would be your preference.  If your child works with the support for learning teacher and you wish to make an appointment to meet with Mrs Hamilton please indicate this – she will be available on the Tuesday night.  Similarly Miss Johnston, PE teacher will be available for appointments on the Tuesday evening.  Please indicate if you wish to meet with her.

WINTER WEATHER

Although there is currently no snow forecast, we are keeping our fingers and toes crossed that we won’t experience a repeat from last year when schools were closed due to heavy snowfall.  If we do experience snowy winter weather, please could I ask you to remind your children that snowballs must NOT be thrown in the playground.  Pupils should wear appropriate footwear and have a change of shoe for indoor use.  Mr Harrower will work hard to create pathways from the main gate entrances to the school entrances.  If we do experience severe weather, updates will be made via group call, twitter and local radio stations.
Events Continued
Rag Bag Collection

25/02/19

9.00am

P7 Rotary Quiz

26/02/19

6 – 8pm

Book Fair in School 

28/02/19 – 05/02/19

Times TBC

P3B Assembly

28/02/19

2.15pm

Book Festival

04/02/19 – end of term

Details TBC

World Book Day

07/03/19

All Day

P3D Assembly

07/03/19

10.30am

World Book Day, Dress Down

08/03/19

All Day

Red Nose Day

15/03/19

All Day

P6S Assembly

15/03/19

2.15pm

P5W Assembly

18/03/18

10.30am

Showcase Event

21/03/19

Time TBC

P5P Assembly

22/03/19

2.15pm

P7 Final Dalguise Payment Due

22/03/19

9.00am

Health and Multicultural Week

25/03/19

All week

End of Term

29/03/19

3pm

developed further through monthly stakeholder meetings.

Our next meeting is on Friday 1st February at 9.15am in the Forge Coffee shop. All parents and carers from both school and nursery are very welcome to attend.

Finally, the latest Clackmannanshire Council budget for 2019/20 is out for consultation; unfortunately, as with previous years there a number of proposed measures which will significantly impact on education. Information on the proposed budget measures and the link to express your views can be found at: https://clackmannanshire.citizenspace.com/communications-department/budget-consultation-2019-20/. Views can be logged until 1st February.

Please feel free to get in touch with the parent council either directly or using our email: menstrieparentcouncil@gmail.com
Karen Pirrie

Chair of Parent Council

FINALLY

If at any time you have any questions or concerns, please do not hesitate to contact me.

www.menstrie.clacks.gov.uk
Tel: 01259 760690 
Fax: 01259 769188
Email: menstrie@edu.clacks.gov.uk
Twitter@MenstriePrimary




