‘A Time To Dance’ by Bernard MacLaverty 

National 5 Critical Essay Advice

Task:

Choose a novel or short story in which there is an interesting character.
By referring to appropriate techniques, show how the author makes the character interesting.

Introduction

Make sure there is relevance to the question

Paragraph 2

Description of character’s situation in summary.  What happens in the story?  Theme?  Seeing and understanding?  Explain that Nelson is interesting as he is an outsider, a member of the underclass. 
Paragraph 3

· Significance of title and opening in general.


Nelson, with a patch over one eye, stood looking idly into Mothercare’s window.  The sun was bright behind him and made a mirror out of the glass.


· Significance of metaphor here for Nelson’s life

· His name, the ironic humour of this and his patch

· Theme of blindness and pathetic nature of Nelson’s character 

Paragraph 4

· The harsh language Nelson’s mother uses towards him: ‘Stark, staring blind’ – oxymoronic (usually ‘mad’); ‘staring blind’ – looking constantly but unable to see

· The ‘fat man’ – ‘What’s that?’ – object, not human

· Mother’s occupation – Nelson’s ignorance / innocence

· - marginalised, on edges of society; not in harmony, an outsider, mother objectified as a sex object for people to observe (look at);  image she presents isn’t really her – it’s a performance (the performance is seen whilst nobody sees the truth of her desperate life).  Sympathy for Nelson?  Does he experience the blindness of society in different ways to his mother?

Paragraph  6

· St John the Baptist School – significance (St John baptised Christ – surely he could bless poor Nelson?  But he doesn’t.
symbolism – ironic powerlessness of religion.

· Mother not aware of Nelson’s stage at school.

· MacDermot more interested in mother than Nelson.  Person paid to look after Nelson’s learning/welfare does not do so.

· Irrelevance and relevance of lesson in the Religious Knowledge lesson for Nelson; climax of story.

“…a time to mourn and a time to dance…”…Nelson looked out of the window, at the tiny white H of the goal posts in the distance… if he was going to become blind the sooner it happened the better. 


· Irony of biblical text and the reference to the phrase ‘a time to dance’.

· Symbolism of H (Nelson is in his own Hell)

· Strengthening of theme of blindness.  Society blind to Nelson – not genuinely engaging with him.  Our sympathy lies with Nelson.

Conclusion

Summarise your arguments

Answer the question
Standard intro. as with all Critical Essays 





Suggested quotation





Relevance to question?





Key incident





How is sympathy conveyed by the author?








