Streetcar Scene 11   Useful Quotations and Tasks
1.  Stanley:  To hold front position in this rat race you’ve got to believe you are lucky

What does Stanley’s language convey about his values and the way he sees life.

2.   In your text, re-read the quotations partly given below then comment upon the way that these sections of the text develop the characterisation of Blanche in this crucial scene.
Blanche:  That cool yellow silk…on the lapel of the jacket.

Blanche:  It’s Della Robbia blue…

Blanche:  Those cathedral bell…

Blanche:  I can smell the sea air… my first lover’s eyes.

Blanche:  Whoever you are, I have always depended on the kindness of strangers.

Blanche walks on without turning…
3. Now let’s think about Stella and Stanley.  Re-read the quotations partly given below and consider how their characters’ development differs to that of Blanche in this scene.

Stella: I don’t know if I did the right thing.

Eunice:  What else could you do?

Stella:  I couldn’t believe her story and go on living with Stanley.

Eunice:  Don’t ever believe it…

…

Stanley:  You left nothing here but… You want the lantern?

…

He crosses to the dressing… as if the lantern was herself.

…

Stella:  What have I done to my sister?  Oh God, what have I done to my sister?

…


Stanley:  Quit the blubber!  
…

Stella: Blanche!  Blanche!  Blanche!

 [Blanche walks on without turning…]

…

Stanley [a bit uncertainly]: Stella?

[She sobs with inhuman abandon.  There is something luxurious in her complete surrender to crying now that her sister is gone.]
Stanley [voluptuously, soothingly]:  Now honey.  Now love.  Now, now love.  [He kneels beside her and his fingers find the opening of her blouse.]  Now, now love.  Now, love…

Here Stanley is talking to Mitch








