
 

 

 Hallowe’en: introduces theme of 

the supernatural 

 Detail about Murdo’s dull, 

repetitive life 

 Implies that others in the village 

did gossip 



 

 Hallowe’en masks introduce idea 

of hidden identity – symbolises 

Murdo’s efforts to keep his true 

nature hidden 

 Emphasises the uniqueness of 

the door and Murdo too (he is 

‘singled out’) 

 Simile – beautiful image of 

nature: the door is positive 



 

 

 

 Murdo has two sides to his 

personality: the conformist side 

of village life, and a poetic side 

 Nature has a meaning that 

approaches the supernatural: 

metaphors (the earth painted / 

the sea like a strange volume) 

suggest poetic meaning in 

everyday things 

 Murdo questions the way he lives 

his life 



 

 

 

 Murdo’s early life is full of bad 

luck 

 

 

 

 

 Image of the reaper juxtaposed 

(put next to) with a reference to 

death – Murdo sees his life 

slipping away 



 

  

 Murdo’s only love affair is 

slightly comical – obese lover 

with a religious mother feeds him 

indigestible food 

 

 

 Mary is poetic like Murdo, 

dresses in red (like the door) and 

refuses to conform to the way of 

life of the village 



 

 

 

  

 The door sets off changes in 

Murdo 

 

 Contrast (similes): the door is 

like art, the house 

threatening and dilapidated 

(needing repair) 

 

 Simile: repetition of the idea 

that the door is like a picture 

 

 Hyperbole emphasises the 

unusual nature of the door: 

theme of conformity 



 

 

 

 Irony – theme of conformity 

(linked to colours – blue = 

refusal to conform like red) 

 Cock = symbolic. Represents 

freedom and passion – colour 

red repeated (link to door) 

 Colourless clothes / 

wellingtons symbolise 

conformity. Contrast with 

colours which represent 

freedom and emotion 

 Contrast – red = courage 

white = conformity 

 Door personified – pleads for 

its own individuality 

 More personification: the 

door’s courage foreshadows 

Murdo’s courage (so see 

Mary) 



 

 

 

 

 Foreign drink – anything 

from outside the village is 

seen as positive. 

Associated with colour 

(red) and passion 

 Rhetorical question 

followed by a series of 

short statements about 

how dissatisfied Murdo is 

with his life 

 False appearance (like 

hallowe’en masks) Only 

‘foreign’ people can be 

themselves 



 

 

 

 Contrast: Murdo’s jersey 

and wellingtons = Mary’s 

red clothes = elegant 

 Character exposition 

(information) about Mary 

 Masks – artistic, which 

appeals to Murdo 

 Mary is the opposite of 

Murdo: she is fiery and 

passionate and refuses to 

conform 



 

 

 

 The door has a meaning 

beyond its colour: it offers 

Murdo different choices in 

his life 

 Theme of the supernatural 

 Personification ‘alive’: the 

door speaks to Murdo and 

influences him 

 Symbolic: represent his 

dull, predictable way of 

life 

 The door compels (forces) 

Murdo to act 



 

 

  

 Simile: Murdo is not really 

like the villagers – he only 

pretended to be like them 

 

 

 Colours stand in for ideas: 

green/black are 

conformity, red is 

personal freedom 

 Red: associated here with 

the freedom / magic of 

childhood 

 The door sets Murdo on 

the path to a new 

romance as though he 

were still young (‘early’) 



 

 Symbols of conformity: 

dull ‘wellingtons’ and cold, 

unemotional ‘frost’ 

 Red door now identified 

with Murdo: both resist the 

conformity of the village 

 Personification: the door 

speaks for silent Murdo 

 Ending: a short sentence 

that seems like the 

beginning of another story 

- optimistic and hopeful 


