Play In Book 4
Play is an essential element of Lanark’s Book 4.  It is instrumental in the plot of the narrative, in its pace, in the ideas conveyed, in the methods of presenting or suggesting ideas, in the development of the characters, and in the final denouement of the novel.

Time
· “‘Goodbye Dad’, said Alexander casually” (P430)  
This communication seems to happen incredibly soon after Alexander is born.  What                     effect do you think Gray achieves through the acceleration of time in the story?

· “MONEY IS TIME.  TIME IS LIFE.  BUY MORE LIFE FOR YOUR FAMILY FROM THE QUANTUM INTERMINABLE. (THEY’LL LOVE YOU FOR IT.)” (P454)
Consider the above advertisement from the city of Unthank.  Have you seen adverts selling money over time in real life?  To what, then, do you think Gray is alluding with these references to a strange and sinister product?
· What do you think is the relevance of the abscence of time (and the existence of   ‘intercalendrical zones’) in Books 3 and 4?
What do you think the return to the measuring of time with clocks (heralded by Sludden’s speech between pages 448-453) signifies in the allegorical world of Unthank?

Irony in the Contribution of The Conjurer
Why is the encounter between The Conjurer and Lanark ironical?  

It is ironical because even though The Conjurer claims to be the author of Lanark, ready to explain himself, he is of course nothing of the sort.  This is dissimulation on the part of the actual author, who is actually using his character the conjurer as a false representative for himself in the debate regarding art and literature, as a source of humour and as an agent of precipitation for the ending.      
It is also ironical as language is used within the novel in order to criticise and analyse the methods within the novel – the language is used to analyse itself!  This is ironical as when we are reading the constructed novel we are simultaneously reading and taking part in its analysis.  In other words, the creation is its own criticism - two opposing processes.  Therefore, a strong element of irony is present.    
The Index of Plagiarisms

This section of the book is interesting as it openly attributes ideas and even some text to other authors and thinkers.  
· Consider why you think Alasdair Gray includes his index of plagiarisms and relate your thoughts to themes you can identify in the novel.

Footnotes
· The author uses numbered footnotes in the style usually found in essays.  Many of the footnotes seem to give humorous and absurd explanations of elements of the novel.  This self-awareness and self-criticism is ironical as it is itself part of the creation.

· Number 13 is particularly interesting as it contains an acknowledgement of the collaborative nature not only of writing, but also of creating and manufacturing the novel as a physical object - as a product.  

What do you think the significance is of this in relation to the novel’s themes?   
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