Book 4:  Monboddo’s Speech and the Denouement
      Tasks to support thinking:

· Read Monboddo’s speech in Chapter 43 (‘Explanation’) again and consider how it reflects themes you have encountered throughout the novel in the form of its ideas and debates.  Write detailed notes. 
· Write a brief summary of the overall message of Monboddo’s speech in your own words.
· How does Lanark’s reaction to the speech change as it progresses? 
· How do you think the author wishes the reader to regard the content of the speech?  Give detailed reasons to support your answer. 
The Denouement
· Describe in your own words Sludden’s betrayal of Lanark as explained by Gay on pages 530-531. 

· As the novel comes to a close Lanark returns to an Unthank very different to that which he left.  The setting might be considered apocalyptic.  Which aspects of it give this impression?

· The actual ending, however, is far less dramatic.  How does Lanark’s attitude to his own death change in pages 559 and 560?
· Analyse the valediction at the bottom of page 560, interpreting figurative language used and forming a view as to its meaning:

I STARTED MAKING MAPS WHEN I WAS SMALL
SHOWING PLACE, RESOURCES, WHERE THE ENEMY 

AND WHERE LOVE LAY.  I DID NOT KNOW

TIME ADDS TO LAND.  EVENTS DRIFT CONTINUALLY DOWN,

EFFACING LANDMARKS, RAISING THE LEVEL, LIKE SNOW.

I HAVE GROWN UP.  MY MAPS ARE OUT OF DATE.

THE LAND LIES OVER ME NOW.

I CANNOT MOVE.  IT IS TIME TO GO.

· Consider the following quotations from the final chapter.  Which of these do you think illustrates best the ideas at the heart of the novel, and why?
“You are a liar!.… believe they are natural”  P550

“Yes indeed….  whom my rich supporters cannot exploit.” P551

“The world is only improved by people who do ordinary jobs and refuse to be    

              bullied” P554

            “He was a slightly worried, ordinary old man but glad to see the light in the 

              sky.”P560 
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