LEVIATHAN

In Chapter 4 we encounter a politician for the first time in the form of Provost Dodd, although one other character has so far shown potential skill in this field (who might that be?!).  This is an intensely political book, exploring such things as corrupt power, economic strategy (how money is made; how wealth is generated/distributed; how people are fed), and how we fit into this framework of power and authority ourselves.  

  Political ideas are pervasive in this novel; however, they are not only present in the text.  Gray invariably illustrates his work and ‘Lanark’ is no different.  Each of the books has a beautifully produced frontispiece reinforcing the ideas held within and in the novel as a whole.  Of these, the one introducing Book 4 is of particular interest.  This illustration is a reworking of the front cover of a book written in 1651 by an English philosopher called Thomas Hobbes.  Look at the illustration, and now read the extract from Hobbes’s book ‘Leviathan’.

For by art is created that great Leviathan called a Common-wealth or State (in Latin, Civitas), which is but an artificial man, though of greater stature and strength than the natural, for whose protection and defense it was intended, and in which the sovereignty is an artificial soul, as giving life and motion to the whole body; the magistrates and other officers of judicature and execution, artificial joints; reward and punishment (by which, fastened to the seat of sovereignty, every joint and member is moved to perform his duty) are the nerves, that do the same in the body natural; the wealth and riches of all the particular members are the strength; salus populi (the people´s safety)  its business; counsellors, by whom all things needful for it to know are suggested unto it, are the memory; equity and laws an artificial reason and will; concord, health; sedition, sickness; and civil war, death.  Lastly, the pacts and covenants by which the parts of this body politic were at first made, set together, and united, resemble that Fiat or the “Let us make man,” pronounced by God in the creation.       
Tasks:

· Write down in your own words what you think Hobbes is saying here.

· Go to page 489 of your copy of ‘Lanark’ – you should be in the ‘Index of Plagiarisms’ - and read Gray’s interpretation of Hobbes’s ideas.  Consider how different/similar your interpretation of the text is to Gray’s.  

· Using Gray’s note on Hobbes combined with your own reading of it reassess your understanding of the discussion Lanark has with ‘the tall man’ and Provost Dodd in chapter 4 of Book 3.  Write detailed notes as to what you think the main theme of this novel will turn out to be.

· Add to your character profiles for Lanark and Sludden, considering each of their ideas and positions in relation to others (the Elite Café clique and the officials in this nightmarish town).   
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