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Successful planning is a combination of formal and informal approaches 

 

The planning process should be manageable and effective  

 

 

 

Tinyurl.com/edearlyyears 

 



 

 

 

 

Planning should take account of the seven principles, four purposes  and the four 

contexts for learning. 
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7 Principles for curriculum design 

 

Challenge and enjoyment 

Children should find their learning challenging, engaging and motivating. The curriculum should 

encourage high aspirations and ambitions for all. At all stages, learners of all aptitudes and 

abilities should experience an appropriate level of challenge, to enable each individual to achieve 

his or her potential. They should be active in their learning and have opportunities to develop 

and demonstrate their creativity. There should be support to enable children to sustain their 

effort. 

 

Breadth 

All children should have opportunities for a broad, suitably weighted range of experiences. The 

curriculum should be organised so that they will learn and develop through a variety of contexts 

within both the classroom and other aspects of school life. 

 

Progression 

Children and young people should experience continuous progression in their learning from 3 to 

18 within a single curriculum framework. Each stage should build upon earlier knowledge and 

achievements. Children should be able to progress at a rate which meets their needs and 

aptitudes, and keep options open so that routes are not closed off too early. 

 

Depth 

There should be opportunities for children to develop their full capacity for different types of 

thinking and learning. As they progress, they should develop and apply increasing intellectual 

rigor, drawing different strands of learning together, and exploring and achieving more 

advanced levels of understanding. 

 

Personalisation and choice 

The curriculum should respond to individual needs and support particular aptitudes and talents. 

It should give each child increasing opportunities for exercising responsible personal choice as 

they move through their school career. Once they have achieved suitable levels of attainment 

across a wide range of areas of learning the choice should become as open as possible. There 

should be safeguards to ensure that choices are soundly based and lead to successful outcomes. 

 

Coherence 

Taken as a whole, children's learning activities should combine to form a coherent experience. 

There should be clear links between the different aspects of children's learning, including 

opportunities for extended activities which draw different strands of learning together. 

 

Relevance 

Children should understand the purposes of their activities. They should see the value of what 

they are learning and its relevance to their lives, present and future. 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 



 

 

4 contexts 

 

 the ethos and life of the school as a community 

 

 curriculum area and subject 

 

 interdisciplinary projects and studies 

 

 opportunities for wider achievement 
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Key features                                        Comments / Action 

The learning environment is well resourced, well 

organised, attractive and stimulating to enable 

the delivery of high quality experiences across 

the curriculum. 

  

Staff use the experiences and outcomes (Es and 

Os) giving consideration to knowledge, skills and 

attributes. 

 

Staff take account of the seven principles and 

the four purposes and the four contexts for 

learning. 

 

Staff use environment toolkits and the learning 

environment plan to ensure a broad range of 

opportunities and experiences for children to 

develop skills and apply their learning in familiar 

and unfamiliar situations 

 

Source of planning will include: 
Calendar plan 
Children’s interests 
Assessment information   
Information from parents and other professionals 
Other 

 

Staff plan for rich learning experiences in 

literacy, numeracy and health and wellbeing 

across learning and across play contexts. 

 

Planning also includes rich learning experiences in 

other curriculum areas. 
Sciences 
Expressive arts 
Social studies 
Technologies 
Religious and moral education 
 

 
Well-planned interdisciplinary learning, (IDL)  

focuses on a selection (bundle) of Es and Os and 

highlights key learning intentions. 

 

 



Staff share learning intentions with children and 

parents and encourage them to identify next 

steps in learning. 

 

Staff use progression pathways / I can 

statements and other CEC  resources to support 

the planning process.   

 

Assessment information including (say, write, 

make and do) is used to plan, review learning, 

identify next steps, highlight achievement and 

record progress.  

 

Planned learning is evaluated to ensure positive 

outcomes and impact for children.  

 

Talking thinking floor books, mind mapping or 

other methods are used to consult with children 

(children’s voice) and inform planning. 

 

Children’s contributions and achievements are 

valued and displayed in a variety of ways. 

 

Staff track children’s progress across the 

curriculum using assessment and planning trackers 

(APTs), personal learning plans (PLPs) or e-

learning journals. This information is shared with 

parents as part of the reporting process. 

 

Staff communicate key learning points with 

parents and actively encourage them to engage in 

their child’s learning journey. 

 

Staff take account of procedures and guidelines 

outlined in National and City of Edinburgh Council 

documents as detailed. 

 

Staff follow the procedures and guidelines 

outlined in the CEC Transition policy 2013 

 

Staff use the CEC transition record and child’s 

profile for children moving on to Primary school. 

Transition information for children moving on to 

Primary 1 is effectively passed on to receiving 

centres and schools in June 
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The Transition Report – ‘Moving to Primary 1’ has been amended to take 

account of the pre 5 assessment and planning trackers (APTs) for literacy and 

numeracy. 

 

Please follow the guidelines within the report if these have been attached.    

If these are not attached please provide a brief summary of progress and 

achievement in these areas. 

 

You are no longer required to use the terms developing, consolidating and 

secure at the end of nursery.  These levels will be applied at the end of early 

level or end of Primary 1. 

 

The report should be completed, shared with parents and carers and sent on to 

the receiving primary school no later than 12
th
 June 2015. 

 

The child’s profile has not changed and should be completed by / with the child. 

 
 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

The Nursery – P1 Profile. 

 

 

Most establishments already have effective systems in place for profiling as part 

of the personal learning planning process.    

The child’s profile will contribute to this process by allowing children the 

opportunity to reflect on their best achievements and engage in dialogue about 

their next steps before moving on to Primary school.  

 

 

Staff should support children in completing their profile at transition time. A 

copy should be given to the child who may wish to share this with staff on their 

first visit to the primary school.  You should also attach a copy of their profile 

to the transition report for the receiving school.  

 

 

 

The profile includes: 

 

 

1. An example of drawing and writing skills which demonstrates their       

‘latest and best’. 

 

2. An opportunity to reflect on their learning and achievements  and 

identify next steps. 

 



 Transition Report: Moving to Primary 1 

Name of Early Years Centre  

Child’s Name: 

Date of Birth: 

Date of Admission: 

Parent / Carers: 

Primary School: 

Sessions / week: 

          AM/            PM/             FT      

 

Getting it Right  

Is there a child’s plan in place 

Yes                    No 

If Yes please attach relevant information 

 

Are there other professionals involved with this child and their family 

Yes                    No 

Please give details: 

 

Is English the first language 

Yes                   No                       Please specify 

 

Is there any health and medical information for this child that staff should be aware of (e.g. 

allergies, asthma, wears glasses) 

Yes                   No 

Please give details or attach relevant information  

 

Other relevant information 

Left handed                  right handed 

Other  

 

Describe any factors which may impact on settling into P1 

 

 

    

 

 

 

 

 

 

             photograph 



 

Literacy and English: Pre 5 Assessment and Planning Tracker attached   Yes         No 

 If Yes  - no further information is  required  in the box below 

If No   - please complete the section below 

 

writing, reading, listening and talking  

Please provide a brief summary of progress and achievements for parent / carers 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Numeracy and Mathematics:  Pre 5 assessment and planning tracker attached    Yes         No  

  

If Yes  - no further information is  required  in the box below 

If No   - please complete the section below 

 

shape, position and movement, information handling, number, money and measure 

Please provide a brief summary of progress and achievements for parent / carers 

   

   

    

 

 

 

Health and Wellbeing (H&WB)  

 

 

 planning for choices and change, relationships, social wellbeing,  physical wellbeing, mental and 

emotional wellbeing, food and health 

   

   

 

 

 

   

 

Other curriculum areas (Science, Expressive Arts, Social Studies, Technologies and RME) 

Please summarise key achievements across the other curriculum areas 

 

 

 

 

 



                       

Comments from parents / carers 

You may wish to describe your child’s strengths / interests and include any questions or 

concerns you have about the move to Primary 1 

 

 

 

 

 

Comments from Parents / Carers    Date: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Date: 

Staff signature      Designation 

 

 

 

Parent signature 

 

 

Please return to school /centre by  

 

………………………………………………………………………………………… 





Nursery Profile 

2015 

 

 

 

This is me 

 

My name is ____________________________  

 

Name ………………………………………………………………………..………. 

 

 

 



 

 

 

Child’s Comments: 

At Nursery I liked learning to 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Now I would like to learn 

 

      

 

         

               

 



City of Edinburgh Early Years Resources to Support  

Learning and Teaching across Curriculum for Excellence 

 

Literacy and English 

 Literacy Rich Environment Toolkits – Indoors and Outdoors 

 Pre 5 Literacy Assessment and  Planning Tracker (APT) 

 Pre 5 literacy – Planning for Learning 

 Literacy and English Progressions pathways 

  Up Up and Away! Building Foundations for Literacy in the Early Years –CIRCLE  

Collaboration 

 

Numeracy and Mathematics 

 Nursery Mathematics and Numeracy Rich Environment Toolkit – Indoors and 

Outdoor 

 Pre 5 Numeracy Assessment and Planning Tracker (APT) 

 Numeracy and Mathematics Focused Learning Support Materials 

 Maths and Numeracy Progression Pathways 

 Numeracy CD Rom 

 

Health and wellbeing 

 Health and Wellbeing – Planning for Learning in the Early Years  (CD Rom) 

 Health and Wellbeing Summary of Progress and Achievement 

 Health and Wellbeing Progression Pathways 

 

Other Curricular Areas 

  Pre 5 Science Resource (CD) 

 The Magic of Music – resource to support literacy, numeracy / mathematics and 

*Health and Wellbeing through music* from June 2015 

 

Planning Formats 

   Calendar plan, block plan, responsive plan, learning environment plan, next steps 

in learning overview sheet 

 

Key Transition Components  

 CEC transition policy 

 CEC Transition record 

 Nursery Profile  

 

EY blog:  Tinyurl.com/edearlyyears 

 



National Resources  

 

Curriculum for Excellence (green folder) 

 

Principles and Practice papers / Experiences and outcomes 

http://www.educationscotland.gov.uk/ 

 

 

 

Building the Ambition 

 

http://www.educationscotland.gov.uk/learningandteaching/earlylearningandchildcare

/buildingtheambition/index.asp 

 

 

 

Pre-birth to Three Guidance 

 

http://www.educationscotland.gov.uk/learningandteaching/earlylearningandchildcare

/prebirthtothree/nationalguidance/index.asp 

 

 

 

Building the Curriculum series 1 – 5  

 

http://www.educationscotland.gov.uk/learningandteaching/thecurriculum/buildingyou

rcurriculum/curriculumplanning/whatisbuildingyourcurriculum/btc/btc5.asp 

http://www.educationscotland.gov.uk/
http://www.educationscotland.gov.uk/learningandteaching/earlylearningandchildcare/prebirthtothree/nationalguidance/index.asp
http://www.educationscotland.gov.uk/learningandteaching/earlylearningandchildcare/prebirthtothree/nationalguidance/index.asp
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