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15 /06/20 

Return to School - August 2020 

 

Dear parent/carer, 

 

The Parent Council has been in regular group discussions and briefings with Mrs Paul 

throughout lockdown. The meeting we had in early May focussed on learning at home and the 

online provision offered by the school.  In the last few weeks the conversation has been on 

‘Return to School’ planning.  

 

The letters sent out by Mrs Paul and from Aberdeenshire’s Director of Education, have made 

clear the logistical and operational challenges the ‘Return to School’ presents. The planning and 

return arrangements are built on National and Local Authority Guidance. This guidance is still 

evolving alongside the changing nature of the pandemic.  

 

From the discussions with the Parent Council, it’s clear that Mrs Paul and the School 

Leadership Team have a positive ‘can-do’ approach and are determined to safely bring pupils 

back into the school. There is a desire to get back into classrooms to support all pupils with their 

learning. There is also a real appreciation that school provides a number of purposes for young 

people.  It is about developing socially as well as progressing academically - meeting friends 

and interacting are an important part of that process.   

 

The guidance - set out by the Scottish Government is intended to inform the planning for the 

return to school and to reduce the health risks 

 

In reality, applying the guidance and managing the risk means the school will look and feel very 

different to the ‘pre-pandemic’ normal we were all used to.  

 

Here are some photos which may help give you an idea and a feel for what to expect when 

school reopens in August. 
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This photo shows a view of a 

socially distanced classroom.  

 

Pupils will be at single desks, 

separated by 2m on all sides.  

 

As per the recent letter home 

from Mrs Paul, work in school 

will still mostly be being 

completed digitally. There is an 

infection risk in handing out, 

sharing and collecting materials 

such as books, pens, papers 

etc. Digital learning in school 

also compliments the ongoing 

digital learning at home which 

forms part of the ‘Blended 

Learning’ package that all schools will be following from August.   Kemnay Academy is working 

at the forefront of the “Bring Your Own Device” project being undertaken across Aberdeenshire 

Council. 

 

Digital based work in school will mean pupils will be able to bring their own devices with them. 

The 1980’s classroom designers didn’t plan for multiple digital devices per classroom at 

individual desks (how unreasonable!). A fully charged device for the start of each day will be a 

good way we can all help the return to school run smoothly.  

 

This photo shows one of the science labs set up for socially distanced learning.  
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Individual pupils practical 

science experiments will 

not currently be possible.  

There is an infection risk 

in handling the shared 

equipment.  

 

Remember, the aim is to 

lower the infection risk as 

far as practicable for 

everyone.  

 

In practice, this means 

managing the risk for 

pupils, teachers and the 

school support staff.  

 

The support staff, for 

example, would have to handle all the shared equipment, for every pupil, for every science 

class. The implications of ‘as low as practicable, for everyone’, is that, for now, not doing 

experiments is a lower infection risk than trying to do experiments and then cleaning and 

sterilising equipment.  

 

This is just one example of what was routine school business before the pandemic now 

becoming much more challenging. Similar risk management measures will mean that, for now, 

other subjects besides science will not be able to offer the same experiences as ‘pre-pandemic’ 

schooling.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Toilets and washbasins will be socially distanced too. The cubicles are floor to ceiling doors and 

partitions. Alternate cubicles and washbasins are out of commission. Anti-bacterial handwash is 

on order for delivery for August.  
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Water fountains are another potential 

transmission risk, and so will be out of 

commission also.  

 

Being prepared, and bringing water from 

home will be another way to help reduce risk. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Social distancing markers and a one way 

system will be in place throughout the 

school.  

 

Certain staircases will be ‘up’ only, with 

other’s allocated as ‘down’.  

 

 

 

 

Hopefully these photos will give a flavour of 

what to expect, and help us all to get into the 

right mindset;  

 

● Doing what we can, safely - for ourselves and those around us.  

● Accepting that it will be different, and at times frustrating.  

● ‘Return to School’ will be an ongoing process rather than an ‘event’. We’re at the 

beginning of that process.   
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● We are all - pupils, parents, teachers - still on a challenging journey through this 

pandemic.    

 

If you have any questions for the Parent Council that you’d like to raise, then please drop us a 

line at kemnayacademypc@gmail.com.  

 

Our next and final formal meeting of the year is on Tuesday 23rd of June, and includes the 

AGM.  

 

Best Regards 

Kemnay Academy Parent Council 

mailto:kemnayacademypc@gmail.com

