Journey to Excellence

Building the Curriculum

Snow Days

Introduction

Curriculum for Excellence aims to offer experiences in the following entitlements:

· A coherent 3-18 curriculum

· Health and well being

· Cultural experiences

· Creative and enterprising experiences

· Environmental experiences

· Vocational experiences

When the school closes due to adverse weather the learning environment is not lost, merely changed. There can be no doubt that we are all life long learners. We learn and grow from our experiences in life. We are affected by our environment, our family, our colleagues and peers. We develop within the world in which we live and interact.

This booklet aims to document exactly how ‘learning through experiences’ can offer valid educational opportunities on a snowy day. I hope it will grow and develop over time as the school community shares and develops experiences and ideas.

Meantime, as you hang wet gloves on the radiator and mop melted snow off the kitchen floor, be sure that learning has taken place and your efforts have not been wasted.

Is it a Snow Day?

	Activity

	Establish whether or not school is open based on the methods of retrieving information available.



	Possible Lines of Development

	· Look at the Adverse Weather page on the school blog

· Phone the school line

· Log on to Aberdeenshire website

· Tune radio in to local radio station

	Link to Curriculum for Excellence

	Early:

	I enjoy playing with and exploring technologies to discover what they can do and how they can help us. 

I have an awareness of the different ways information is sent or received to allow people to communicate wherever they are. 

 

	First:

	By exploring and using technologies in the wider world, I can consider the ways in which they help. 

 

	Second:

	I explore and experiment with the features and functions of computer technology and I can use what I learn to support and enhance my learning in different contexts. 

 


Entitlement: Vocational experiences

Keeping Warm

	Activity

	How do we prepare to go outside so that we will be warm?



	Possible Lines of Development

	· Research breakfast dishes, are some foods better than others? Look at information on packaging, research slow release foods online

· Explore clothing materials, wool versus fleece, types of waterproofing, range of footwear, materials for gloves

· Experiment with heat loss through extremities, e.g. try not wearing a hat for ten minutes or remove your gloves

· Exercise in the snow for two minutes and compare to standing still for two minutes

	Link to Curriculum for Excellence

	Early:

	Through creative play I have experienced a range of different materials. I can show that different materials are useful for different purposes, giving reasons for my ideas. 

I have had the opportunity to taste and enjoy a range of healthy foods and can talk about how I need food to help me grow. 

 

	First:

	I have explored the properties of different materials and can use my experience to choose appropriate materials to solve a practical challenge. 

 

	Second:

	Having planned and carried out an investigation into a property of a material, I can evaluate the effectiveness of the material for its purpose. 

Using modern technology, for example a data logger, to gather and present information, I can analyse and compare the thermal insulating properties of materials and choose the most appropriate material for a particular purpose. 

I can investigate the burning of different foods. Using my results I can conclude which foods release the most energy and can evaluate my method. 

 


Entitlement: Health and Well Being

Travel Safety

	Activity

	Some journeys have to be undertaken despite the forecast. What precautions can be taken to reduce risk?

	Possible Lines of Development

	· Use internet and local radio to ascertain condition of the roads

· Link to lesson on weather forecast

· Consider equipment to take on the journey in the event that the weather deteriorates

	Link to Curriculum for Excellence

	Early:

	I am learning to assess and manage risk, to protect myself and others, and to reduce the potential for harm when possible.

I know and can demonstrate how to travel safely whether on foot, on a bicycle, in a motor vehicle or on public transport.

	First:

	I have participated in decision making and have considered the different options available in order to make decisions. 

I am learning to assess and manage risk, to protect myself and others, and to reduce the potential for harm when possible.

I know and can demonstrate how to travel safely whether on foot, on a bicycle, in a motor vehicle or on public transport.

	Second:

	I am learning to assess and manage risk, to protect myself and others, and to reduce the potential for harm when possible.

I know and can demonstrate how to travel safely whether on foot, on a bicycle, in a motor vehicle or on public transport.


Entitlement: Vocational experiences, Health and Well Being

Weather Forecast

	Activity

	Find out how the weather is going to develop over the next few days. Will there be another snow day tomorrow?

	Possible Lines of Development

	· Use the television listing to find out times of forecasts on television or radio

· Explore weather sites in the internet

· Identify where you are on weather map

· Make a bar graph for temperatures over three days

· Keep a weather diary

	Link to Curriculum for Excellence

	Early:

	While learning outdoors in differing weathers, I have described and recorded the weather, its effects and how it makes me feel. 

I can use the signs and charts around me for information, helping me plan and make choices and decisions in my daily life. 

 

	First:

	By using a range of instruments, I can measure and record the weather and can discuss how weather affects my life. 

I have explored a variety of ways in which data is presented and can ask and answer questions about the information it contains. 

I have used a range of ways to collect information and can sort it in a logical, organised and imaginative way using my own and others’ criteria. 

 

	Second:

	To extend my mental map and sense of place, I can interpret information from different types of maps and am beginning to locate key features within Scotland, UK, Europe or the wider world. 

Having discussed the variety of ways and range of media used to present data, I can interpret and draw conclusions from the information displayed, recognising that the presentation may be misleading. 

 


Entitlement: Environmental experiences

Caring for Others

	Activity

	Not everyone enjoys snowy weather. Who would be particularly vulnerable and what help can be offered?

	Possible Lines of Development

	· Discuss the needs of the elderly or those in remote areas

· Consider what help individuals can offer

· Check on an elderly neighbour or relative, if appropriate

· Read the story of ‘The Good Samaritan’

	Link to Curriculum for Excellence

	Early:

	As I play and learn, I am developing my understanding of what is fair and unfair, and the importance of caring for, sharing and co-operating with others. 

By exploring my local community, I have discovered the different roles people play and how they can help. 

 

	First:

	Having explored biblical and other Christian stories I can show understanding of Christian values such as caring, sharing, fairness, equality and love and how they might be put into action in people’s lives and community. 

By exploring the ways in which we use and need rules, I can consider the meaning of rights and responsibilities and discuss those relevant to me.

  

	Second:

	I can share my developing views about values such as the importance of fairness, equality, love, caring, sharing and human rights. 

Having identified the needs of a group in my local community, I can investigate how it is supported in meeting its needs. 

  


Entitlement: Health and Well Being

Build a Snowman

	Activity

	Plan and build a snowman.

	Possible Lines of Development

	· Consider tools for the task

· Communicate and share ideas with the rest of your team

· Problem solve as you go along, e.g. how could one person get the head on to the body without if it is too heavy to lift?

· Plan your finishing touches

· Photograph or sketch your results.

	Link to Curriculum for Excellence

	Early:

	Through natural curiosity, exploration and imagination, I have worked on my own and with others to solve design problems. 

I capture and present my world and experiences by taking photographs, or recording sound and moving images. 

 

	First:

	 By working through a process, I can communicate how I have used exploration and imagination to solve design problems related to real-life situations. 

I can create, capture and manipulate sounds, text and images to communicate experiences, ideas and information in creative and engaging ways. 

By participating in co-operative and competitive physical experiences, I can recognise and adopt different roles. 

  

	Second:

	By working through a design process, I can develop and communicate my ideas, demonstrating imagination and presenting at least one possible solution to a design problem, in response to a design brief.

I can create, capture and manipulate sounds, text and images to communicate experiences, ideas and information in creative and engaging ways. 

I can demonstrate tactics and strategies to achieve identified goals while participating in small group co-operative and competitive experiences. 


Entitlement: Environmental experiences, Creative and Enterprising Experiences

Snow Day Recipes

	Activity

	Create a recipe book of delicious recipes perfect for a snowy day.

	Possible Lines of Development

	· Try out some of the recipes, with an adult in the kitchen

· Upload your recipe book as a document on GLOW

· Research recipes friends or family like to use, e.g. wholesome soup, or lovely cakes

· Explore the nutritional value of each recipe

	Link to Curriculum for Excellence

	Early:

	I enjoy eating a diversity of foods in a range of social situations.

Together we enjoy handling, tasting, talking and learning about different foods, discovering ways in which eating and drinking may help us to grow and keep healthy.



	First:

	I enjoy eating a diversity of foods in a range of social situations.

By investigating the range of foods available I can discuss how they contribute to a healthy diet

I experience a sense of enjoyment and achievement when preparing simple healthy foods and drinks.

I enjoy creating texts of my choice and I regularly select subject, purpose, format and resources to suit the needs of my audience.

I can present my writing in a way that will make it legible and attractive for my reader, combining words, images and other features.



	Second:

	I enjoy eating a diversity of foods in a range of social situations.

By applying my knowledge and understanding of current healthy eating advice I can contribute to a healthy eating plan. 

I enjoy creating texts of my choice and I regularly select subject, purpose, format and resources to suit the needs of my audience.

I consider the impact that layout and presentation will have and can combine lettering, graphics and other features to engage my reader




Entitlement: Creative and Enterprising Experiences, Health and Well Being

Other Snow Day Ideas

Most classes now have a Snow Days page on their class Glow pages. Log in to Glow and have a look to see what is on your class page. These ideas are from different teachers' pages.

	From Mr Craig's page:

	Write a poem about the snow. You could use different styles of poem. For example you could try an acrostic poem where the letters at the start of each line spell a word, like:

Sofly falling

Not a sound

Over everything

White and cold snow.

Or you could write a poem that starts each new line with the last word from the previous line. e.g.

The street is totally white.

White over the cars and the pavements,

Pavements with people huddled up in scarves and hats,

Hats covered in snow and snow on peoples faces,

Faces like mine, at the window looking at the snow.

Or you could write in free verse - a poem that doesn't have any rules.

Write your poem using Word and then see if you can upload your document onto your class Glow page.



	From Mrs Beaton's page:

	Follow this link to take you to some challenging but fun maths games; 

http://resources.oswego.org/games/SpeedGrid/Addition/urikares.html 



	From the Aberdeenshire Glow pages created especially for a snowy day at; 

http://resources.oswego.org/games/SpeedGrid/Addition/urikares.html

	You could try creating your own winter comic book. You will need: A pencil, some paper, a digital camera and an idea.

1.    Create a comic book style story using Microsoft Word, any other app you can find or even by drawing it yourself.

2. Upload your document to the document store or take a picture using your camera and add it to the Picture Gallery on your class pages.




