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A Busy Term


It has been a very busy start to our school year with lots going on in and around the school. Our Primary 1 pupils are all settling in well and are enjoying being part of our school.  Our Primary 7 pupils held a lovely Welcome Assembly and they have been great Buddies this term. We are already planning ahead for Term 2 and beyond which promises to be another busy and exciting year at Southesk. 








Staffing


Mrs Amanda McKenzie, our Acting Head Teacher for the year, has unfortunately had to take some time away this term due to personal circumstances. We look forward to welcoming her back in Term 2. 


At the end of this term we are saying goodbye to our School and Pupil Support Assistant Ms Christy Shepherd who moves to another SPSA post in Angus. Mrs Nichola Wilkie will be joining us from October as an SPSA. 











Southie Parents


Southie Parents will be holding a Coffee Morning at Old and St Andrews church on Saturday 5th October between 10am-12noon. Please come along and enjoy the stalls and refreshments on offer.


They would also like to invite all children to a Halloween Disco on:


Tuesday 29th October 2019: P1-P3 6.00pm-7.00pm P4-P7 7.15pm-8.30pm. Jiving Jim will be providing the music - more details to follow.

















School Uniform


Remember to order your school uniform from www.schoolwearmadeeasy.com








Remember to follow us on Twitter @SoutheskPs and to have a look at our school website � HYPERLINK "http://www.southesk.angus.gov.uk" �www.southesk.angus.gov.uk� If you feel there’s something that should be on the website, please just let us know.











Open Evening: Meet the Teacher


We would like to thank all of our families who attended our Meet the Teacher evening. It was lovely to see so many of you there. The words hidden around the classrooms are our Southesk Learner Dispositions. These were made through discussions with teachers, pupils and parents/carers. We are sure you will be hearing a lot about these dispositions throughout the year. 








FoodBank Donations


Thank you for your generous donations over the last week to the Montrose Foodbank. They are to be collected by Friday 4th October. We will then be able to let the children know how many families they have helped. 








School Gates and Playground


Can I please ask for your help in ensuring that when you enter and exit the playground from the gate on Hill Place that you close the school gate behind you. Can I also ask that you leave the entrance to that gate, the playground gate and the gate to the P1/Nursery clear at the beginning and end of the day so that children can move safely without having to move through a crowd as for some pupils this can be very daunting. To ensure the safety of all pupils, no adults should enter the main playground at any time. If you wish to wait and watch your child come into the school, can you please do so from the safety of the pavement outside the main school gate or if you wish to remain in the entrance space then we ask you to move to the perimeter fence to allow for the space to be clear for the children to move through safely, as for some children walking through a busy space can be overwhelming and upsetting for them. We thank you for your support with this. 





School Calendar





A school calendar was sent out this term – some dates have had to be amended and some new ones added. A new calendar will be sent out to you all. 








Transition Views





A Glow Survey is available Nursery and P1 parents/carers. We would really appreciate your feedback to allow us to continue to improve what we do and further support the transitions within Southesk. Thank you.  





Dates for your Diary


Monday 28th October – NSPCC Parent Workshop 2.30-3.10pm


Wednesday 30th October – New Solutions Anxiety Workshop for Parents/Carers 6-7.30pm 


 











Parking Outside of the School





If you are parking outside the school grounds please adhere to not parking on the yellow lines to ensure the children can cross the road safely and a polite reminder that the school car park is for staff use only. 








Communication from School: Use of Emails


This session we will continue to reduce the number of text messages that we send from the school due to the cost of doing so.


In line with being a Green Flag Eco School we will therefore continue to use email communication.


It is of huge importance that you please ensure you have updated your email address with the school office. We thank you for your support and help with this.





School Absences


Can I please remind you if your child is going to be absent from school to contact the school office on or before 9.00am to let us know. 


It is school policy from a safety and child protection point of view that we are made aware of absences so that we know that your children are safe and accounted for.








Open Door Policy


At Southesk we operate an ‘open door policy’ which means a member of the Senior Leadership Team will be happy to meet and chat with you about any concerns or issues that you or your child may have as soon as we possibly can. Please pop in to the office and we will be happy to see you then or if we are unavailable arrange a convenient time to meet with you. 


If you wish to speak to your child’s teacher please contact the school office to arrange an appointment at the end of the day, as during the hours of the school day their main role is to teach and support your child in the class.


We as a staff and school ensure that we all demonstrate our values of being welcoming and nurturing and are professional in our role supporting you and your children. We do therefore ask in return that when meeting and speaking with us you do so politely and with respect, be patient as we will do all we can to see and respond to you as soon as we can and not use aggressive behaviour or inappropriate language towards us as this will not be tolerated. We as a staff are fully committed to working alongside you and to help you and your family with any concerns you may have and will do so in a calm, caring and solution focussed manner.























Parents’ Evenings – Wednesday 20th and Thursday 21st November 4pm – 6pm


Parents’ Evening are fast approaching. The Book Fair will be available on these nights and we’ve planned an information ‘Market Place’ so that you can hear about lots of our partnership working. Welfare rights, Speech and Language, Occupational Therapy, Tayside Contracts, YM, Communities Team, Local Dentist, New Solutions, LPCT, Family Nurture Team all hope to have representatives for you to talk to about what they offer the children and families of Southesk. 











Winter Weather


It’s that time of year when it gets darker and much colder. The children will be out learning in all weathers and at playtime and lunchtime. If you could ensure that they come appropriately dressed for this and with a cosy coat, hats, scarves and gloves please. If this is something you need some help with please check the Give and Take Southie Clothing Shop at the school office. 





If you have anything to donate – please hand to the school office. Thank you. 











As always please do not hesitate to get in touch with myself or Miss McKenzie should you have any concerns, queries or ideas for improving our school.


Kind regards


Mrs Vicki Denyer


Depute Head Teacher


Southesk Primary School





Vicki Denyer, Depute Head Teacher, Southesk Primary School, Hill Place, 


Montrose DD10 8BP                    


 Tel: 01674 907535  Email:  v.denyer@angusschools.org.uk














As always please do not hesitate to get in touch with myself or Mrs Denyer should you have any concerns, queries or ideas for improving our school.


Kind regards


Ms Sara Morgan


Head Teacher


Southesk Primary School


Sara Morgan, Head Teacher, Southesk Primary School, Hill Place, 


Montrose DD10 8BP                    


 Tel: 01674 662655  


Email:  s.morgan@angusschools.org.uk

















