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About the National Benchmarks  

The National Benchmarks have been introduced to ensure consistency of 

standards and expectations across teachers and schools, and to support 

reporting on progression in learning.  

The Benchmarks support teacher professional judgement of achievement of 

a level. They set out very clear statements about what children need to know 

and be able to do to achieve each level of the curriculum.  

Assessment is an on-going process to support learning. The Benchmarks are 

used to help monitor progress towards achievement of a level and to support 

overall professional judgement of when a learner has achieved a curriculum 

level. Evidence of progress and achievement will come from:   

 observing day-to-day learning within, and outwith, the classroom; 

 coursework, including tests;       

 learning conversations;                                                                                 

 planned periodic holistic assessments;      

 and information from standardised assessments.  

Benchmarks are used to review this body of evidence to deter-mine if the 

standard has been achieved and the learner has:     

 Achieved a breadth of learning across the knowledge,   

 under-standing and skills as set out in the experiences and 

 outcomes for the level.       

 Responded consistently well to the level of challenge set out in the 

 experiences and outcomes for the level and has moved forward to l

 earning at the next level in some aspects.   

 Demonstrated application of what they have learned in new and 

 unfamiliar situations.  

Benchmarks are not checklists for teachers to work their way through from 

top to bottom. Teachers will plan learning and teaching appropriate to your 

child’s age, stage, ability and prior learning. 

Routes towards the National Benchmarks will be different from child to child, 

as they progress through their individual learning journeys and work towards 

achieving the National Benchmarks BY THE END OF A LEVEL (P1 / P4 / P7). 

 

 



 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 


