
 

29th March 2021 

Dear Parents and Carers 

Return to School After the Easter Holidays from Monday 19th April 

I hope you are all safe and well. I am writing with an update of arrangements for the return to school 

from Monday 19th April. Earlier this month the Scottish Government announced that as long at the 

virus continues to be suppressed as it is at the moment all pupils will return to school full time after 

the Easter holidays. They have identified the 6th April as the final check point for this but have said 

that they anticipate the reduction in transmission rates will be low enough to allow a safe return. 

You can find the full advice for the reopening of schools here: 

https://www.gov.scot/publications/coronavirus-covid-19-guidance-on-reducing-the-risks-in-

schools/pages/overview/ 

This is good news and we will be looking forward to welcoming all pupils back full time at the start of 

next term. They have done very well during the phased return arrangements we put in place earlier 

this month and have demonstrated resilience and a positive attitude when they have been in school. 

There are a number of mitigations that schools must put in place from 19th April to continue to keep 

everyone as safe as possible. These will be familiar to you and your children and your children have 

previously done a great job in carrying these out in a responsible manner. They are as follows: 

 2m distancing between adults and between adults and pupils. There will no longer be a 

requirement for 2m distancing between pupils although measures will be in place to avoid 

pupils mixing in large groups. Pupils will go back to following their normal timetables for 

the session 

 Face coverings must be worn by all adults and pupils in the school building at all times 

(unless exempt and when eating). This will be the case for S1-S6 as well as all staff and 

includes in classrooms. Please continue to remind your children of the need to wear a face 

covering and remember their face coverings for school. As before, we will have face 

coverings available for pupils who forget their mask or do not have access to one 

 Face covering must be worn on school transport (unless exempt) 

 The one way system in corridors and stairs will continue and must be followed at all times 

 All pupils will sanitise their hands on entering and leaving the building and each classroom 

 Classroom work station wipe down routines at the end of each lesson will continue to be in 

place 

 Increased levels of ventilation will continue to be in place with classroom windows open as 

much as possible. Pupils should dress appropriately for classrooms being cooler because of 

this 

 PE will continue to take place outside and as changing rooms will not be in use pupils can 

wear their PE kit to school on days they have PE 

 Pupils should not arrive at school before 8:40. If period 1 is PE/Drama they should use the 

main campus (café/reception) doors. They should use the main pupil doors for all other 

period 1 classes 

 

https://www.gov.scot/publications/coronavirus-covid-19-guidance-on-reducing-the-risks-in-schools/pages/overview/
https://www.gov.scot/publications/coronavirus-covid-19-guidance-on-reducing-the-risks-in-schools/pages/overview/


 

Break and Lunch Times 

We are still required to minimise large groups of pupils and therefore will continue with our pre-

lockdown arrangements for staggered break and lunch. Pupils will again pre-order break and lunch 

from the canteen during period 1. The arrangements are as follows: 

S1-S3 S4-S6 

Break : 10:35 – 10:50 Break : 11:25 – 11:40 

Lunch : 12:30 – 1:20 Lunch : 1:20 – 2:10 

S1 Zone : Atrium S4 Zone : Atrium 

S2 Zone : Cafe S5 Zone : Games Hall 

S3 Zone : Games Hall S6 Zone : Cafe 

 

 Pupils are allowed to leave the campus for lunch but must follow all rules that are in place in 

local shops such as wearing face coverings and distancing rules 

 S1 pupils will be allowed to leave the campus at lunchtime if they wish 

 In order to encourage pupils to get some fresh air and as risks are reduced when pupils are 

outside all pupils in S1-S3 will go outside from 12:50 – 1:20. In the event of bad weather the 

pupil zones indicated above will be available 

LFD Self Testing 

We have had a very positive take up across S1-S6 and staff of self testing kits. In particular this helps 

with the identification of potential asymptomatic cases and is another important mitigation to keep 

everyone as safe as possible. If you haven’t returned consent forms that have been previously issued 

or now wish you child to take part please contact the school and we will issue test kits to your child. 

We ask that pupils and staff self test on Sunday and Wednesday each week. Please test on the 

Sunday before returning to school for the first time next term. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Pupil should NOT attend school if the following applies: 

 they are displaying any of the COVID 19 symptoms (a high 

temperature, a new continuous cough, a loss or change in 

sense of smell or taste) 

 they are required to self isolate for 10 days if a member of the 

household has tested positive or is displaying symptoms 

 they have been contacted as part of the Test and Protect 

programme 

 They have a positive result from self testing 

 Medical advice states that they should not attend school 
 

Should this be the case please contact the school on 01307 492200 to let us know. 

 

 
 



COVID Hardship Funding 

The school has been successful in bidding for a further £3000 in COVID Hardship funding. We know 

that many families in our school community have faced additional financial challenges due to the 

impact of the pandemic. The funding can be used to provide vouchers for food, school clothes or 

other essential items. Please do not hesitate to contact the school or your child’s Pupil Care and 

Support teacher if this would be a help to you. All requests will be treated confidentially. 

SQA update 

Mr Agnew has posted a very important assembly for senior phase pupils explaining the Alternative 

Certification Model that will be used this year to determine SQA grades. If you haven’t seen this 

already you will find it in the About Our School – Assemblies tab on the school website. 

Should there be any change to the arrangements above following the final checkpoint on 6th April we 

will let you know as soon as possible. As we all know by now sometimes changes in decisions are 

made at short notice due to the changing picture of this pandemic. However it looks like there are 

reasons for optimism. Throughout this most challenging of years I have seen our school community 

respond with resilience, understanding and positive support of each other. We are all looking 

forward to welcoming the whole school back next term and I would like to thank you again for your 

continued support. 

Stay safe, stay strong and take care. 

 

Kas Mohamed 

Head Teacher 


