Angus Council – People Directorate

Angus Council Parent Council Representatives Meeting

Tuesday 25 February 2014, Angus House, Forfar

Present:
Kirsty Ramsay, Airlie Primary School Parent Council



Mandy Herald, Arbirlot Primary School Parent Council



Mike Ramsay, Arbroath High School Parent Council



Shona Grant, Auchterhouse Primary School Parent Council



Pat Yates, Brechin High School Parent Council



Alistair Crozier, Carnoustie High School Parent Council

Jillian MacLeod, Colliston Primary School Parent Council

Alison Greig, Friockheim Primary School Parent Council

Lesley Cromar, Forfar Academy Parent Council

Shona Clunie, Glamis Primary School Parent Council

James Shaw, Liff Primary School Parent Council

Fiona Sword, Lochside Primary School Parent Council

Debbie Smith, Maisondieu Primary School Parent Council

David Hamilton, Monifieth High School Parent Council

Fiona Gray, Monikie Primary School Parent Council

Maureen Esplin, Montrose Academy Parent Council

Craig Nugent, Newbigging Primary School Parent Council

Laura Law, Northmuir Primary School Parent Council

Andy Howard, Northmuir Primary School Parent Council

Lorna Huntingford, Seaview Primary School Parent Council

Lynette Pontin, Seaview Primary School Parent Council
Jen Falconer, Southmuir Primary School Parent Council
L Waddell, Stracathro Primary School Parent Council

Jim Sherrit, Stracathro Primary School Parent Council

Graham Donachie, St Thomas Primary School Parent Council

A Lorkowska, St Thomas Primary School Parent Council

Jacqui Williamson, Strathmore Primary School Parent Council

Louise Whyte, Strathmore Primary School Parent Council

Sharon Whyte, Strathmore Primary School Parent Council

Leeanne Disbury, Tannadice Primary School Parent Council

Jane Stork, Webster’s High School Parent Council

Mr Hobson, Webster’s High School Parent Council

Gail Longmuir, Whitehills Primary School Parent Council
Pauline Stephen, Head of School and Learning



Tim Armstrong, Head of Children and Young People


Trish Torz, Strategic Support Officer


Gillian Strachan, Principal Officer, School & Family Support
	1
	Welcome and Introductions

	
	Pauline Stephen welcomed parents to the meeting and thanked everyone for their attendance.

Pauline asked staff and parents to introduce themselves to the meeting.

	2
	Structure Update

	
	Pauline and Tim Armstrong outlined the People Directorate structure and their remits within this structure.  Pauline also gave an outline of Les Hutchinson’s, Head of Quality & Performance remit to the group in his absence.
Pauline gave a brief overview of how the People Directorate hoped to achieve a more streamline service in the future. 

	
	

	3
	Schools and Learning Key Focus

	
	The Senior Management Team are in the process of writing the Service Plans.  The Schools and Learning Plan will contain two big themes, Leadership and Learning.   Curriculum development and raising attainment will focus strongly as well as literacy and numeracy developments in Primary Schools and nurture and restorative practices.   
Parent asked if Nurture would be looked at for small primary schools moving to Secondary.  Parent informed that various forms of nurturing approaches were being explored.  One secondary school had already developed such an approach.
Tim gave a brief outline of the Scottish Government proposals to increase childcare for all 3 and 4 year olds as well as vulnerable two year olds to 600hrs a year.

Group informed that the Schools and Learning Plan will be available by the end of April.  A draft of the Plan should be in schools prior to the Easter Holidays to support the development of individual school improvement plans.

	
	

	4
	Support for Parent Councils

	
	Gillian Strachan gave a brief outline of her role with the Parent Council and the support she gives the Councils.  

Gillian gave advice of how Parent Councils should be run and who should be involved.  She emphasised the importance of parental involvement with the Parent Council and also talked about the Parent Council Constitution, advising that every Parent Council should have a Constitution.

A support contact list was handed out at the meeting of key contacts for Parent Councils if advice or help was required.  This will also be published on the Parent Council Blog.

	
	

	5
	Engagement with All

	
	Parent Council groups were asked to reach out to minority groups to try to get a diverse range of families more involved with school activities and groups. 

	
	

	6
	On Track with Learning 2

	
	Trish Torz gave an in depth update on the electronic planning, tracking and profiling tool ‘On Track with Learning (OTWL).  She clarified for parents how this tool could be used in schools to ensure planning for learning built effectively on prior learning.  It was also viewed as an important tool to help teachers record pupil assessments in order to make confident summative judgements related to individual progress through curriculum levels.

	
	

	7
	Reporting Children’s Progress to Parents

	
	Parents were informed that report information and reporting cycle are being looked at so that the information given to parents reflects what parents wish to see reported on.
Representative from Maisondieu Parent Council  informed group that they designed a new report form which allows teachers to give more information about progress and child support needs etc.
Pauline informed the group that work was underway with a group of Head Teachers and individual schools to explore reporting formats which are more meaningful for parents but include essential core features.  

	
	

	8
	Study Leave

	
	Parents requested information about study leave for S4 – S6 pupils.  It was widely thought that all study leave was a Council wide agreement and that schools should be following this agreement.  Unfortunately due to accommodation issues with two schools the agreement was not implemented for recent S4 prelim exams.

The agreed plan for April and May study leave is:

S4 – 2 weeks study leave at the beginning of May and day off before exam.

S5 / S6 – study leave as previous years 
This is a temporary position for this year and all study leave will be reviewed again next session in line with the implementation of the new qualifications in the senior phase.  

	
	

	9
	Sharing Good Practice

	
	This agenda item is to be carried forward to next meeting.

	
	

	10
	Future Meetings and Events

	
	There were a range of views about the best organisation of future meetings.  Some felt that future meetings for Primary Schools and Secondary Schools should be individual meetings but open to either group of Parent Council members.  However it was acknowledged that some parents have both primary and secondary interests.
The group where asked for any subjects they would like to see discussed at future meetings – they are as follows:

Fundraising Events (SPTC)

Social Media – online safety event (CEOP)

Facebook page – closed to groups to Parent Council members – guidance needed

Rural school meetings

CfE Sessions

Programme to be issued asking feedback.
Pauline let the group know that evening parent workshops with Carol Craig to discuss “resilience” were being planned.  Carol works with the Scottish Centre for Confidence and Wellbeing.  These events are being planned for May.  Further details will follow.
Parents asked if there where any school closures scheduled to take place in the near future.  Pauline reported that there were no current plans for school closures.   However the school estate will be reviewed over the next three years.
Meeting closed at 20:45.


