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MAY 2013 MEETING

Minute of the above meeting held at 1900 hours on Wednesday 8 May 2013, in the Library, Arbroath High School.

Present

Mr Mike Ramsay, Chair
Mrs Joan Finlayson
Mrs Jane Stewart

Apologies

Mr Ross Cargill, Head Boy

Miss Beth Milne, Head Girl
Mrs Ann Marie Sim
In Attendance
Mr Iain Orr, Head Teacher
Councillor Sheena Welsh, Angus Council

Mr Malcolm Finlayson, Secretary
Mr M Ramsay in the Chair

	016/13
MINUTE OF MEETING HELD ON 10 JANUARY 2013
The Minute of the Meeting held on 10 January 2013 was amended and approved.
017/13
ACTION POINT UPDATE
Noted.
018/13 MATTERS ARISING
a)
Cooperation with Arbroath Academy and Carnoustie High School Parent 
Councils over publicity, etc.

Mr M Finlayson reported upon the willingness of the Editor of the Arbroath 
Herald/Carnoustie Guide to include a feature on the three Parent Councils at the 
start of the next session, followed by the availability of a monthly column space.

A positive response had been received from the Secretary of the Arbroath 
Academy Parent Council. The Carnoustie High School Parent Council members 
would 
consider a Paper from Mr M Finlayson at their next meeting, but no 
response had 
been received from the Secretary of the Monifieth High School 
Parent Council.

Mrs J Finlayson suggested that a letter or flyer be sent to all parents of SI pupils 
advising them of the role of the Parent Council, preceding the AGM and the 
publicity in the media.

A flyer would be produced by Messrs M Ramsay and M Finlayson in time for the 
commencement of the 2013/14 session.
b)
Active Health Periods

Mr I Orr had held discussion with Mrs M McLeod who advised that, last year, all S5 
and S6 pupils had held a meeting at the outset, and thereafter had to make 
choices, a process that had proved to be time consuming. At the commencement 
of the current year, a rota system had been introduced, with the opportunity 
between February and the exams of remaining with the rota system or choosing an 
activity. This system would be reviewed at the end of the current session.

Mr I Orr added that the school attempted to achieve 100% participation, with new 
activities being introduced.
019/03
STUDENT COUNCIL REPORTS
There was no student available to report.
Mr R Cargill and Miss B Milne were thanked, in absentia, for their input to the Parent Council in the course of the year.
020/13
ELECTION OF VICE CHAIR
This item was carried over as there was no eligible member present.

It was noted that Mrs J Stewart was due to leave the Parent Council on the conclusion of the meeting. She was thanked for her considerable contribution, and invited to attend on a coopted basis, of which she would give consideration.

021/13
PROPOSED FORMAT OF PARENT COUNCIL CONSTITUTION AND REMIT OF OFFICE BEARERS
After due consideration it was agreed to maintain the status quo.

022/13
CURRICULUM FOR EXCELLENCE INFORMATION EVENING
The Curriculum for Excellence Information Evening held on Monday 28 January had been very successful with 130 to 140 attendees, with this being the first occasion where parents of S1 to S3 pupils had been invited. 
The presentation by Mr K Edwards had been appreciated.

It was intended to hold a similar event in January 2014.

023/13
FEEDBACK FROM MEETING OF PARENT COUNCIL REPRESENTATIVES 6 
MARCH 2013
The Kirriemuir Achievers Initiative by Webster High School Parent Council was explained  whereby bronze, silver, and gold awards were given for services outwith the school in the categories of charities, sport, and art. The pupils self-nominated during tutor time and completed an application form, with a subsequent ceremony held in a local church, with parents attending. The initiative did not replace the school presentation ceremony. 
It was agreed to invite Miss L Graham to attend a meeting in order to obtain further details for consideration.

Mr I Orr would discuss this initiative with the appropriate staff members, whilst Mr M Ramsay would approach the Secretary of the PTA to explore the viability of cooperation, should it be decided to introduce a similar initiative at AHS.

024/13
PROPOSED DATES OF MEETINGS 2013/14
Consideration was given to a schedule of proposed meetings for the 2013/14 session, with the following dates being agreed:
Thursday 19 September (AGM) 

Wednesday 20 November

Monday 27 January (Curriculum for Excellence Information evening)

Tuesday 11 March

Wednesday 7 May

025/13
CORRESPONDENCE RECEIVED

The following documents had been received since the previous meeting:
Parent Council Resource – A guide to gathering views and ensuring parents’ voices are heard in school
Nationals in a Nutshell – The National Parent Forum of Scotland Summary of Mathematics National 4 document

Angus Book Awards flyer – to be held at AHS on 5 June
Notification of the retiral of Mr J Ewens as the Angus representative on the National Forum along with an appeal for expressions of interest in the position.

Various Parent Council blogs issued by the Education Department

026/13
SCHOOL NEWS UPDATE
Mr I Orr reported as follows:
Staffing appointments:
Chemistry/Science – Kenny Wilson (currently a probationer)
English – Marie Sherry
PE (during maternity leave) – Laura Simpson??
Technical - Emma Penman replacing Laura Deason
Biology/Science – Iain McGregor
French – Ann Marie Hutton

Vacancy
Acting PT Business, Computing and Technology – Enza Gibson 
Previous School Events
17 January – PTA Evening

29 January – Parent Council Curriculum for Excellence Evening

5 February – S4 Parent Evening

6/7 February – Supported School Review – now published link:                   

                         http://angus.gov.uk/ccmeetings/reports-committee2013/Education/255.pdf
7 February – PTA Quiz Night

15/18 February – Holiday

19/20 February – In- Service days

21 February – S3 Parent Evening

25 February – Rock Challenge – Webster Theatre (which AHS won going on to Scottish final in Caird Hall, Dundee on 14 June
4 March – PTA Meeting

6 March – Parent Council Representatives Meeting – AHS

20 March – S2 Parent Evening
1-14 April – Holiday

24 April – PTA Meeting

Forthcoming Events
23 May – PTA Ladies Night

27 May – In-Service Day

4 June – New timetable

5 June – Angus Book Awards (AHS)

10 June – PTA AGM/Cheese and Wine

12 June – Parent Council Training Event (BHS)

13/14 June – P7 Induction Day

13 June – P7 Parent Evening

14 June – Scottish Rock Challenge – Caird Hall, Dundee

25 June – Prize Giving Ceremony

27 June Last day of Term

027/13
PTA REPORT

Mrs J Stewart advised that the Ladies Night to be held on 23 May would focus upon being a fairtrade fashion show, but would also include crafts, jewellery, etc.
A sponsored walk was planned for September.

The quiz night with Mr G Wallace, held on 7 February, had been very successful.

028/13 DATE OF ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING

The Annual General Meeting was arranged to be held in the Library, Arbroath High School, on 19 September 2013 at 1900 hours. 

Malcolm J B Finlayson

AHSPC
27 June 2013
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