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Scottish Parent Teacher Council
PARENT COUNCIL ESSENTIALS

	Programme
	What you will learn

	Introduction

Brief overview of SPTC and what it can offer PCs 

	An understanding of what SPTC can do for you and your Parent Council/PTA

· Membership-linked insurance

· Telephone and email helpline

· Website and leaflets

· Surveys and Parents Voice

· Conference and info/training sessions

	Exploring Potential

What key activities has your PC taken part in? What could you get involved in?


	Share ideas with the group as well as an opportunity to network with parents from other schools. 

Think about what you can do in 5 key areas:

· Communication

· Teaching and learning

· School matters

· Campaigning

· Social and Fundraising


	Your Local Authority


	An understanding of the support you should expect to get from your local authority including:
· Your key contact at the council 
· Financial support and what you can use it for

· How to get involved with consultations and focus groups

· How to get the most from your local authority

	MYTHBUSTERS and the Parental Involvement legislation
	You will be more aware about the duties of the PC and the role of the Headteacher and learn about:
· What is the Parental Involvement Act and how Parent Councils were born
· The different ways Parent Councils and PTAs work

· The duties of the headteacher

· How to find out more about PVG and child protection

	Getting the basics in place


	You will get a basic understanding about running your PC and why it is important to run meetings correctly by looking at:
· Constitutions

· Roles of office bearers

· AGMs

· Committee meetings

· Sub committees

· PTAs

	Open forum for raising issues and solving problems


	


USEFUL CONTACTS

	NAME
	ORGANISATION/CONTACT DETAILS
	COMMENT

	SPTC
	Eleanor Coner

Information & Regional Officer

Email: eleanor@sptc.info
Tel: General Enquiries 0131 474 6199 

or direct dial 0131 474 6177
	Please contact SPTC with any enquiries about your Parent Council/PTA, insurance and event issues and anything else concerning your child’s education.

	Local Authority contact details
	
	

	PARENTZONE
	Website: www.ltscotland.org.uk/parentzone
Email: parentzone@ltscotland.org.uk
	A government website for parents and carers full of information on every aspect of education in Scotland.

	GROUNDS FOR LEARNING
	Based in Stirling

Website: www.ltl.org.uk/scotland

Tel: 01786 477190

Email: gfl@ltl.org.uk
	An organisation that gives advice and help on improving the outdoor classroom and playgrounds.

	SUSTRANS
	Haymarket Terrace, Edinburgh
Website: www.sustrans.org.uk
Tel: 0131 346 1384

Email: Scotland@sustrans.org.uk
	Website full of advice and resources on school travel, walking buses, safe cycling, etc

	SQA (Scottish Qualifications Authority)
	Based in Dalkeith and Glasgow

Website: www.sqa.org.uk
Tel for Candidates and General Enquiries: 0845 279 1000
	SQA are the examinations body in Scotland.  On their website you can find all the information on the new National Qualifications.  They have a special section for parents.

	Education Scotland
	Website: www.ltscotland.org.uk
Email: enquiries@educationscotland.gov.uk
Tel: 0141 282 5000
	The government body whose work includes delivering the curriculum for Scotland; HMIe (Her Majesty’s Inspectorate of Education) is also part of this organisation.


