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Welcome 
Lesley welcomed everyone to the meeting.
Approval of previous Minute
The previous Minute was approved by Lesley and seconded by Annette with no amendments.  

Matters arising
School Trip Costs

Mr Lynch responded to a query at the last meeting from Jane Maguire concerning pupils having to contribute to costs when representing the school – Mr Lynch recognised that school trips were expensive, but indicated that the expense sometimes did not include some visits that staff felt would be beneficial for pupils. These opportunities are then subject to fundraising, so that they can be incorporated into the itinerary, without having to raise the basic cost of trips. In addition Mr Lynch advised all school trips are closely looked at to obtain the most economic packages and agreed when Lesley suggested an information sheet to parents, explaining the costs involved in a trip would be useful.   
2.
Items for discussion –
1.   Consultation with local supermarkets with regard to pupils
It was noted, with disappointment, that none of the five retail stores in Forfar (Tesco, Asda, Lidl, Aldi & Farmfoods) had responded to our letter of 7 December 2011 (copy attached as appendix 1).  Stephanie and Alannah advised the meeting the Pupil Council had set up a discussion board on their blog and circulated the comments made (copy attached as appendix 2).  It was decided since this problem had not been resolved another letter be sent inviting attendance at the next Parent Council meeting on Wednesday 21 March 2012 (copy attached as appendix 3).
2.   Forfar Sports Association - provision of bar at fundraiser

Mr McLeod attended as representative for the Forfar Sports Association and shared information on the provision of a 2G Sports Park, to be built at Forfar Academy.  Figures are quoted at 
£400-£500,000 with a significant contribution coming from The Common Good Fund and £200-£220,000 coming from Scottish Government.  This leaves approximately £100,000 to be found by the FSA. A fundraising ceilidh is to be held on Saturday 28 April 2012 and Mr McLeod confirmed they had all the arrangements in hand but requested the assistance of the Parent Council to run the bar and sell raffle tickets.  (Lesley, Jennifer, Annette, Gloria, Jane Maguire and Frances volunteered). The tickets are £10.00 each and the Parent Council have been asked to sell 50 – get in touch with Bob Baldie for your tickets.    
3.   Self Evaluation Exercise Feedback
Mr. Lynch, Lesley Cromar and Debbie Dallas attended this and Mr Lynch gave a brief account of the meeting and stated the outcome had been positive for Angus Council Education Department.  A report will be issued. 
4.   Joint Sub-Committee – Websters HS / Forfar Academy Parent Councils
Annette and Jennifer are looking forward to the establishment of the joint sub-committee and are just waiting for another volunteer from Websters High School so they can get going. 
5.    Pupil Council Update   

Stephanie and Alannah advised the meeting –
· The pupil council was being self evaluated, looking for improvements which could be implemented in the coming year. 
· A Jubilee Garden Project within school grounds is to be undertaken to mark the Queen’s Diamond Jubilee. 

· The provision of additional water fountains was moving forward and Mr Lynch added water fountains were now to be installed (with the likely provision of water bottles for pupils) and the best positions for these was currently being decided.
· General maintenance around school was being addressed and a decision made to have the picnic tables painted by way of a competition with the Art Department. 
3.
AOCB
Head Teacher Round Up 
School Inspection Follow Through Report 
Mr Lynch provided copies of the report and suggested this item be brought back to the next meeting to discuss feedback.
New School Day 

Mr Lynch advised on the standardisation of the school day throughout Angus secondary schools.  With effect from August 2012 the school day will commence at 8.55 am and end at 3.40 pm, teaching time remaining the same with a 6 period day, each period 50 minutes.  Current form time will be expanded from 15 to 30 minutes a day 10.35 – 11.05 am (this may be instigated in June 2012 with the new timetable).  Lunch break 1 hour.  Bus companies have been consulted in respect of the new arrangements and there would appear to be no problems envisaged.   
New Curriculum of Entitlement for Pupils
Jane is forming a Form Tutor Focus Group to address a variety of issues related to pupil entitlements embedded in the new curriculum and is keen to enroll the help of parents on this group.
Proposed Installation of Tennis Courts
Mr Lynch reported The PE and Sports Coordinators have put forward a proposal to convert the existing tennis courts and hard standing to a modern full size tennis court and 4 mini tennis courts at a cost of £25,000.  The Scottish Lawn Tennis Association has agreed to fund 50% of the cost (£12,500). This proposal will be followed up.
Sports Hall Renovation
New flooring is currently being laid with the work expected to be complete by the end of next week. 
Autistic Area 
The outside area is to be relaid, with rubberized coating, hopefully during the school in service days.
Co-Fundraising Event
With Judy Wilson, PT Science Elect, now returned to work after significant surgery/therapy, Mr Lynch asked if the Parent Council would be keen to support Kirriemuir Rotary Club with a Casino Night, sharing funds raised with Maggies Centre.  It was confirmed the Parent Council would be happy to support this venture. 
Diamond Jubilee Celebration 
Lesley tabled the suggestion that the Parent Council furnish a token gift to pupils to celebrate the Queen’s Diamond Jubilee.  Robert made note there were £950 of Parent Council funds available and Mr Lynch confirmed a contribution could be available from the school. Upon discussion it was decided Bob would produce a variety of suitable items through the Purple Castle Enterprise Group for consideration at the next meeting.
4.
Date of next meeting 

Wednesday 21 March 2012.

Closure
The meeting closed at 8.20 pm 
	Future Meeting dates 
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Forfar Academy

	Forfar Academy Parent Council

	
	Taylor Street

	
	Forfar

	
	DD8 3LB

	
	Tel No:   01307 464545

Fax:  01307 469918

Email:   forfaracademy@forfaracademy.angus.sch.uk


7 December 2011

The Manager 

Lidl, Aldi, Farmfoods, Asda, Tesco

Forfar 
Dear Sir/Madam
 
I am Chairperson for Forfar Academy Parent Council and at our last meeting there was an issue raised around our pupils accessing local retail outlets, particularly at lunch time. 
 
I would like to invite a representative from your store (along with the other major stores in Forfar) to our next meeting to share information, discuss the difficulties and perhaps formulate a code of conduct for mutual benefit. 
 
The meeting is set for 7.00pm on Wednesday 1 February 2012 in the Training Suite at Forfar Academy 
and I look forward to you joining us and to positive outcomes. 
Please confirm your attendance or otherwise  (Email – lesleycromar@hotmail.co.uk Tel - 01307 461319. 
 
Yours faithfully 
 
 
 
 
Lesley Cromar 
Chairperson
 

Logo designed by:   Rosie Aiton   2JM4   June 2008
APPENDIX 2

FORFAR ACADEMY PUPIL COUNCIL 

SUPERMARKET DEBATE 

Comments posted on the Pupil Council Blog

QUESTION

THE PUPIL COUNCIL WOULD LIKE TO KNOW HOW YOU FEEL ABOUT THE TREATMENT PUPILS RECEIVE IN LOCAL SUPERMARKETS.  ARE YOU BEING TREATED FAIRLY?

COMMENTS 

In Tesco all the pupils are treated in the same way as a minority of poorly behaved pupils.                      (form class)
I think we are treated as if we are going to steal everything from the shop in sight.                                              (pupil) 

We feel that we are treated badly (rudely) by Tesco staff.  The limit on pupil numbers should be removed.  Should concentrate on removing and banning poorly behaved pupils and let those who can behave shop normally.  Prefects are also treated badly.  Asda treat pupils well (they don’t get many school pupils)                                          (form class)
The Junior Pupil Council feel that pupils are treated unfairly at some Forfar supermarkets, we feel we are being punished because of a minority of pupils who have misbehaved in the past.  We should be treated as individuals and not be stereotyped as misbehaving pupils.

Tesco should allow pupils to use all the check-outs and not just the self serve check-outs, this would reduce the long queues at the self serve check-outs where trouble could occur.  Staff should treat pupils how they would want to be treated and let us go into the shop with our friends. 





                             (Junior Pupil Council)
2.

Good points raised so far..... what suggestions do you have for the supermarkets?  How can they reduce theft/misbehaviour without stereotyping all pupils?

Good idea banning specific pupils so that all others are treated fairly..... but how easy would that be for supermarket staff/security?
                                                     (teacher)
I personally feel that a minority of pupils give Forfar Academy a bad reputation due to their antics.  The staff of Tesco should realise that it is only a select few pupils who participate in criminal activity such as shoplifting and as a result should ban these pupils and treat everybody else with diversity and respect. 


                  (senior pupil)
It is unfair that all pupils must line up outside in all weather conditions when the majority of the pupils are regular, respectful customers.  Some pupils think Tesco staff treat the pupils very unjustly and think all Forfar Academy pupils should go to Asda where they are treated with more respect and trust.  Pupils should not HAVE to take a basket and be forced to pay at the serf service check-outs.  If pupils were allowed to use all tills then this would prevent clusters of pupils.                                                              (form class)
· Only allowed to use the top 6 check-outs, why can’t we use the tills – most of us only have 2 or 3 items.  If we could use all the tills we’d get through much faster.

· Don’t like having to wait outside, especially when it’s raining or snowing.  We’re going there to spend money. 

· Seems pointless to have to take a basket, for just buying a couple of things. 

· Only 10 pupils are allowed at a time – having a huge queue outside causes disruption. 

· Don’t like the way they think were all going to steal stuff when its hardly anyone who does that. 

     (form class)
3.

· Would like to be given proper carrier bags instead of cheap bags that burst easily.  We are legitimate customers just like anyone else. 

· We are giving them our money the same as any other customer, we should be treated the same.

· Lining up outside in the bad weather is unfair treatment for a paying customer – a big, impatient line outside will cause more disruption than anything else. 

· Not fair that they assume we are all there to steal something or destroy the store                     (form class)

We feel it is unfair that only 10 pupils are allowed into the store at once.  Moreover, they do not like the fact that they are not allowed to go to the same tills as everyone else, causing large queues to form.  All in all, the majority feeling is that pupils are given lower priority than other customers, yet they are paying customers like everyone else. 







                                   (form class)
I think we have enough shops in Forfar to not really worry about it.   







      (pupil)

We feel that we are being discriminated against in Tesco and being punished because of the actions of a minority.  We also would like Tesco to open more check-outs at peak periods during lunch as this will allow pupils to get through the check-outs quickly and reduce the number of problems for Tesco staff and pupils.                                       (form class)

ooooooOOoooooo
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2 February 2012

The Manager 

Lidl, Aldi, Farmfoods, Asda, Tesco

Dear Sir/Madam
Further to my letter of 7 December 2011 (copy attached) we had our Parent Council meeting last night with representatives of the Pupil Council present and we were disappointed to find no local supermarkets had responded or were present to discuss any issues with Forfar Academy pupils in their stores.  The pupil council carried out a debate on their Blog in this regard and I attach the comments posted for your information. 

It may be that you do not feel your store has a problem with our pupils and therefore find it unnecessary to take part in such a discussion, which is fine, but I would appreciate a response to this effect.  However if this is a cause of concern for your store our next meeting of the Parent Council is Wednesday 21 March 2012 at 7.00pm in the Training Suite at Forfar Academy and we would welcome your input.  If it is preferred representatives from the Pupil Council and Parent Council could meet you instore for this discussion. 

I look forward to your response  


 
Yours faithfully 
 
 
 
 
Lesley Cromar 
Chairperson
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