[image: image1.png]Angus
Council





Curriculum for Excellence in Angus Secondary Schools

A  parent’s guide to …. new National Qualifications

Frequently Asked Questions

Q:
Why is the Scottish Qualifications Authority (SQA) developing new qualifications?

A:
Curriculum for Excellence represents a different approach to learning in schools. There will be more emphasis on future proof transferable skills and applying learning rather than on gathering knowledge which rapidly dates. This new approach needs different assessment methods and qualifications.
Q:
Standard Grades and Intermediates are widely recognised. Why are they being replaced?
A:
These qualifications were originally intended for different year groups and have different structures and grading systems. Although well regarded, they have come to overlap and this has led to confusion. The new qualifications will simplify the system so that parents and employers will have a better understand of qualifications and what these tell them about a young person’s progress and achievements. However, the best features of Standard Grades and Intermediates, such as their unit-based structure and flexibility, will be retained.
Q:
What will be different about the new qualifications?
A:
There will be a greater emphasis on applying learning and developing the necessary skills for learning, life and work. However, there will continue to be an important focus on the development of knowledge and understanding of key concepts and content to ensure progression through levels. Approaches to assessment will be more closely linked to learning. Good practice which reduces the time spent on assessment for certification will be encouraged.

Q:
What will the increased emphasis on skills development mean?
A:
In addition to the important knowledge and understanding required for progression within any subject/course, each of the National 4 and National 5 courses will require young people and adult learners to demonstrate the skills, application of knowledge and understanding and attributes that will equip them for learning, life and work in the future.
Q:
How will the new National 4 and 5 qualifications be structured and assessed?
A:
National 4 and 5 courses will be made up of a number of units. One of these will be a new type of unit with an increased emphasis on skills development. There will be flexibility in the number of units in different subjects and courses. Units will be assessed by teachers using SQA assessments. Teachers’ judgements will be subject to rigorous quality assurance by teachers with additional SQA training. Success in the contributing units will be required to achieve the overall course award. 

National 4 courses will be wholly assessed by teachers through challenging and motivating coursework assessments. There will be no end of year exam or other external assessment. National 4 course awards will be pass or fail and not graded. Coursework will be assessed by teachers using SQA assessments and quality assurance processes to ensure maintenance of national standards.

National 5 courses will similarly be assessed by teachers through coursework and but also by an external SQA assessment (commonly but not exclusively an end of year exam). These external SQA assessments will require the learner to apply and/or integrate skills, knowledge and understanding in less familiar contexts and demonstrate deeper understanding and higher level skills. The external assessment will be graded.
Q:
Why will National 4 be assessed by teachers and not by an SQA exam?
A:
Teacher assessment is already an established feature of existing National Qualifications such as Intermediate and Higher courses. Teacher assessment increases flexibility since teaching staff and young people do not have to plan their learning around the timing of the SQA exams. It allows teaching staff to adapt assessment in ways that suit learner's choices and interests and so increase personalisation and learner motivation. 
Q:
How will SQA ensure that standards are maintained with qualifications that are teacher-assessed? Will there be concerns about the credibility of the qualifications?
A:
Teachers already assess existing qualifications and the new qualifications will build on this good practice and procedures. Teachers will receive training and support to ensure that they understand the standards to apply. SQA will apply rigorous quality assurance procedures to teacher assessments to ensure that consistent national standards are applied across the country.
Q:
Can young people fail National 4?
A:
Yes. National 4 qualifications are unit-based courses. Candidates will be accredited for the units that they achieve. If they do not achieve all the course requirements, including the coursework assessment, then they won't pass the course.
Q:
What is changing with Highers and Advanced Highers?
A:
As for National 4 and 5, there will be a greater emphasis on applying learning and developing the necessary skills for learning, life and work. However, there will continue to be an important focus on the development of knowledge and understanding of key concepts and content. These qualifications will remain highly regarded by parents, employers, colleges, universities and young people. The qualifications are being revised to ensure that they provide good progression from National 4 and 5. 
Q:
When will the new qualifications be introduced?
A:
New and revised qualifications will be introduced progressively from 2013/14. 
	New National Qualifications
	Year of introduction

	
	

	National 1, 2, 3, 4 and 5
	2013/14

	
	

	New Highers
	2014/15

	
	

	New Advanced Highers
	2015/16


SQA will continue to make the present Intermediate and Higher qualifications available alongside the equivalent new qualifications over 2013/14 and 2014/15 (2014/15 only for Higher). 
Q:
How do the old and new qualifications compare?
	New National Qualifications
	Equivalent Old Qualification(s)

	
	

	National 3
	Standard Grade (Foundation)

Access 3

	
	

	National 4
	Standard Grade (General)

Intermediate 1

	
	

	National 5
	Standard Grade (Credit)

Intermediate 2

	
	

	New Higher
	Higher

	
	

	New Advanced Higher
	Advanced Higher
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