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Curriculum for Excellence in Angus Secondary Schools
A  parent’s guide to….
new curriculum
structures
Frequently Asked Questions

Q:
Why is the curriculum in Scotland changing?

A:
To better prepare young people for a fast-changing 21st century world, where developing transferable skills will help young people to learn and keep on learning and have greater currency than facts and figures which rapidly become dated.
Q:
What are the transferable skills that young people will develop?

A:
Pupils will develop a range of skills for learning, life and work. Skills for learning (sometimes called ‘thinking skills’) help pupils to tackle and solve problems and to reflect on and understand their own learning. Skills for life are the everyday skills used in and out of school such as literacy, numeracy and managing personal health and wellbeing. Skills for work refers to ‘softer’ inter-personal skills valued by employers such as communicating, managing time, planning and organising, working with others and taking responsibility.

Q:
Will young people study similar subjects to those at present?

A:
Yes, most subjects will sound familiar to parents but what is learned and how it’s learned will change. There will be more emphasis on developing transferable skills and less on subject content. There will also be clearer links made between learning across subjects to help pupils see the “big picture”.

Q:
Do plans for the new curriculum in Angus reflect national guidance?
A:
Yes. The way the new curriculum will be organised in Angus is informed by national guidance. It fully reflects the principles of curriculum design and the learner entitlements described in this guidance. 
Q:
How will the new curriculum be organised in Angus secondary schools?

A:
All Angus secondary schools are moving to a common school day from 2012/13. This means the start and end of the school day as well as interval and lunch times will be the same in each school. This will help schools work together to maintain the widest possible range of subjects and courses.
Schools are moving away from the current model with its three distinct phases (S1/2, S3/4 and S5/6) to a three year broad general education in S1-3, experienced by all pupils, then a three year senior phase in S4-6. During the senior phase young people will choose which subjects and courses they wish to study depending on their preferences and prior progress and achievement.

Q:
Will the new curriculum in Angus be the same as that in other local authorities?
A:
No. National guidance on Curriculum for Excellence allows for a range of models that reflect local circumstances and priorities. Therefore, there will be differences between schools in Angus and those in different authorities. However all Scottish schools are expected to meet the seven principles of curriculum design and provide the six entitlements for all learners described in national guidance. Angus schools will undoubtedly do so.
Q:
What will the S1-3 broad general education be like in Angus schools?
A:
The three year broad general education will allow young people to continue to learn across all eight areas of the new curriculum up to the end of S3. Young people’s learning will be planned using the third and fourth level ‘experiences and outcomes’ contained in the national guidance document.  By the end of S3 almost all learners will have successfully met all third level outcomes. Most learners will go on to experience at least some fourth level outcomes (mostly in S3). This broad education will help young people to make connections between different areas of their learning and to make better links to their everyday lives. It will avoid the premature need to choose a limited range of subjects and courses in S2. Schools are expected to balance this breadth in learning with opportunities for young people to deepen their learning in areas of particular interest. The chance to choose and personalise learning will be within rather than between areas of the curriculum. It will not be the same as subject option choices. 

Q:
How will I know how well my child is progressing through their broad general education?

A:
Schools will use a range of information to make reliable judgements about pupils’ progress and achievement. Curriculum for Excellence levels are not like 5-14 levels.  They describe the broad learning to be met rather than specific attainment targets to be overtaken. This means schools will talk more about progress within or through a level rather than achievement of a level. Pupil reports will use the terms “Developing”, “Consolidating” and “Secure” to describe a learner’s progress through a level. These terms are not linked only to breadth of coverage but also to a young person’s depth of understanding. However, the indication of a young person’s next steps in learning will be just as important. 

Q:
What is interdisciplinary learning and what’s the advantage?

A:
Interdisciplinary learning occurs when learning in two or more different areas of the curriculum is linked. This can vary from a simple reference to related work in a different subject to extended projects across whole year groups and several curriculum areas. Its value lies in making learning more coherent by showing the connections that exist between subject areas. This helps young people to see the “big picture” and to reinforce their learning. It can also cut out teaching the same things across different subjects so making more space for deeper learning.
Q:
How will the senior phase be organised in Angus schools?
A:
The senior phase will allow pupils the chance to choose the subjects they wish to study in greater depth. These courses will lead to national qualifications. During S3, young people will have the chance to choose the subjects they wish to study in greater detail in S4. In Angus, all pupils will follow six courses in S4: Maths and English plus four other choices. In S5 and S6, young people will choose five courses as is currently the case.

Q:
Why will pupils only take 6 new National Qualifications in S4 rather than 8 Standard Grades as at present?

A:
 The new national qualifications in the senior phase will typically be covered in one year with five periods allocated each week. This means there will be a greater chance to study the selected subjects in real depth. Young people will have studied these subjects to a higher level in their three year broad general education than is currently the case with S1/2. It will also be more motivating as the subjects selected by young people will be the ones they most want to study. Fewer subjects also means more time spent on learning and less time on sitting exams.
The exceptions will be Maths and English. These will have less time each week in S4 but young people will start to follow new National Qualifications from about Christmas in S3. This means they will get the same time overall as the other courses by the end of S4. This arrangement allows six rather than five subjects to be studied and ensures that all young people get a qualification in these two essential areas while still having four other options.
Q:
If pupils are only studying 6 subjects in S4, does this limit their options in the future?

A:
No. Making subject choices a year later and after more experience of that subject during their broad general education means better informed choices by more mature pupils. It is seldom, if ever, the case that a pupil needs 7 or 8 different awards in S4 to progress directly to employment, training or college. However, if needed, it will be possible to pick up additional relevant qualifications in S5 or S6. 
Q:
Will universities and colleges recognise the new qualifications under Curriculum for Excellence?

A:
Yes. Nationally, they are being consulted at every stage in the design of the new curriculum and qualifications. Curriculum for Excellence will be a better preparation for college or university than the current system. In Angus, the Education Service is engaging with our local colleges and universities. 
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