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Giving Young Scots an Even Better Education – Priorities for 2011/12

Curriculum for Excellence (CfE) is the most important educational reform programme in a generation. It is now the cornerstone of the learning journey from the earliest years through to college, university and beyond.

While implementation is well underway, there is no let-up in our ambition for improving education. Scottish Government will continue to identify the support that is needed, where and when it is needed.  

We will prioritise:

1) More support to develop understanding of the new Qualifications 

SQA and Education Scotland will advance and extend engagement and support as we develop the new national qualifications.  Every teacher will have the opportunity to have their say.
· In October, every secondary school will have received a copy of the draft specifications for the new National 4 and 5 qualifications and SQA’s updated guide to the new qualifications, to give teachers easier access to discuss, develop and plan for their introduction. 
· From November, SQA will meet secondary head teachers in every authority area to discuss new quality assurance arrangements for the new qualifications.
· In December, SQA and Education Scotland will hold events in every curriculum area to discuss the detail of the draft qualifications with teachers and hear their views.  

· Any secondary school which identifies a department needing help to prepare for the new qualifications will get support from a team of subject and qualification experts, co-ordinated by Education Scotland.  

· SQA will run over 300 implementation events around the country from May 2012 when the detail of the new qualifications will be in place. These events will be run for every subject area.
2) CfE in primary schools is working well and can develop further
· This month we will publish advice on the important process of profiling young people's key achievements in P7.  With a range of examples drawn from schools, this will help schools and local authorities plan effectively.
· Every parent council of a primary school will have access to these examples and will be able to help shape their school’s introduction of its P7 profiling arrangements.
· The central role which primary schools play in raising standards will be strengthened. Education Scotland will work in partnership with local authorities to agree further support for the primary school sector, where this is needed, to support their delivery of the curriculum, including – importantly – in literacy, numeracy and health and wellbeing. 

3) Enabling parental engagement at every level

· Following consultation on the school handbook earlier this year, legislation will be introduced next year which strengthens the focus on Curriculum for Excellence and ensures that parents receive information about their child's school that is relevant and appropriate, and enables them to support their child’s learning effectively.
· I have asked members of the CfE Practitioner Group, made up of head teachers and college principals, to develop new Q&A materials for parents and staff so that schools can effectively explain the benefits of CfE and how children’s progress will be assessed and reported. 
· Every secondary school will have a process in place for communicating with parents about the arrangements for children now in S2 moving into S3 – a year when young people will firm up their choices for qualifications but also continue to benefit from their broad-based education. An updated leaflet on the new qualifications for parents and carers will be distributed by SQA in the autumn.
4) Raising standards and attainment levels through excellence in learning and teaching

· I have brought together a group of current and former head teachers for a focussed, short-term period to advise me how to drive forward attainment in all schools and nurseries.  Reporting by the end of December, this group will draw on their years of experience in developing proposals for improving attainment for all within the framework of Curriculum for Excellence.
· A dynamic, stimulating curriculum is critical if our children are to succeed and Scotland’s economy is to thrive. Following on from the work of our excellence groups, subject development is going on apace: Priorities include:
· In December 2011 the Chief Scientific Adviser will give me detailed recommendations on what we must do to improve even further our excellent record in Scotland’s schools on science and engineering. 

· Our performance in languages is unacceptable. We will bring forward ambitious proposals on Modern Languages by May 2012. 
· Scottish studies proposals in April 2012 will provide a focus for young people to bring together their knowledge of Scotland’s culture, history and place in the world. 

· Our Standing Literacy Commission is overseeing progress on our Literacy Action Plan and will make specific recommendations for embedding literacy in the early years by January 2012. 

· Numeracy is of equal importance. I have commissioned our first national survey on numeracy to report in February 2012. Specific proposals to improve numeracy levels further will be in place by June.
· Following a report to Parliament in February on the implementation of the Additional Support for Learning Act, I will bring forward proposals for further improvements we can make.  
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