
 

  

Summer Bulletin 2016 

 

Once again we have come to the end of another school year.  I am 
delighted to be writing an introduction to our new style school      
bulletin which is packed full of the successes and achievements of 
our young people. 

As the session draws to a close, we are saying goodbye, thank you, 
happy retirement and good luck to the following members of staff 
who are leaving us at the end of the term:  Mr Gary Halcrow, Mrs 
Lorrain Main, Mr Barry Watt, Mr Tom Watt, Mr Gordon Rae and 
Mrs Heather Troup.  Special mention must go to Mr Barry Watt, Mr 
Tom Watt and Mrs Heather Troup who all retire at the end of this 
session.  Between the three members of staff they have taught at 
Northfield for a combined total of (28+35+17) 80 years.  Thank-you 
and    Happy Retirement. 

I am delighted to welcome onto our permanent staff from August 
2016 Rachel Craig (English), Rachel O’Connor (Home Economics), 
Laura Barrie (Maths), Calum MacArthur (Maths) and Brian Duncan 
(Chemistry).    

We welcome four probationer teachers to the school next session:  
Beth Harris (Biology), Jonathan Hunter (Biology), Grace Middleton 
(Maths) and Bobby Stroud (Computing). 

Finally, I would like to thank all my staff, pupils, parents, school 
partners and the community for supporting the school once again 
this year as we continue to Aspire to be Outstanding.  I look forward 
to welcoming everybody on Tuesday 16th August.  Have a great    
summer. 
 

ACADEMY TARTAN LAUNCHED 

I am delighted to announce the launch of our new Northfield      
Academy Tartan which was registered in the Scottish Tartan Register 
on Friday 18th March.  Our pupils have agreed that the current school 
tie will be replaced by a tartan tie in August and a flash of Northfield 
tartan will be a must for all FP’s the world over. 
 
The dark blue squares number 56 threads for the year 1956 when the 
Academy was opened; the maroon is from the original 1956 school 
badge; the predominantly dark blue and light blue colours represent 
the colours of the school tie in 2016; the four light blue lines around 
the white represent the four capacities of Scottish education's Curric-
ulum for Excellence in the 21st century. Finally, the grey remembers 
the 19th century Cairncry Granite Quarry on part of which,       
Northfield Academy was built. 

Head Teacher Message 



Northern Lights 

 
On Wednesday 25th May, Robert 
Gordon University hosted the   
second Northern Lights            
Celebration event. Northern Lights 
is a program run for Northfield      
Academy by RGU. The aim of the 
program is for S1 and S2 pupils to 
experience university and inspire 
them to   consider higher          
education in the future.  
 
 
At the celebration event some  
pupils shared their experiences of 
the program, then guests got to 
see some of the activities for  
themselves with pupil helpers to 
share their expertise. Guests also 
got the opportunity to tour some of 
the RGU faculties. S1 pupils    
received a certificate and a   
Northern Lights hoodie. S2 pupils 
who had      completed the       
program received a scroll and a 
Northern Lights Class of 2016 pen. 

Wallace House coming out on top in most events 
to take home the Sports Day Trophy  

Free Running 

 

This term the Northfield Academy Free Running Club have 

achieved new heights. On the 18th of May, they were a highlight 

feature on Reporting Scotland, getting the opportunity to show 

off their skills to an audience of around 600,000 viewers.  The 

pupils’ attitude and effort throughout this occasion was         

outstanding and they were a credit to the club and to the 

school.  The report can be viewed at the following link: http://

www.bbc.co.uk/news/uk-scotland-36323693.   Aside from this, 

the pupils have continued to go from strength to strength in 

their parkour skills. They have been a fantastic group to work 

with and it is hoped they continue to practice and use the skills 

they have learned not only in school but in their own time as 

well. 

Futsal  

A selection of football players from S1 and S2 competed in the 

Active Schools Futsal Tournament at RGU Sport.  After qualify-

ing for the top group, they finished fourth overall in the tourna-

ment.  They were a credit to the school throughout the day and 

played some fantastic futsal.  

 

Girl’s Football 

Well done to the S1 to S3 Girl’s Football Team who have been consistently working 

hard during training and various football events throughout the year. The team have 

enjoyed hosting 2 events on Northfield’s new astro turf pitch and the girl’s have 

shown a great improvement in their performances as the year has progressed.  

Sports Day 

Sports Day 2016 was another huge    

success, with pupils competing in running, 

jumping and throwing events throughout 

the day.  Competition was of a very high 

standard, with Wallace House coming out 

on top in most events to take home the 

Sports Day Trophy.  Macbeth, despite 

dominating several events, could not 

catch Wallace and finished in second 

place, while Stewart followed closely  

behind in third. 

 

 

 

Special mention must go to to Jordan 

Winton of Stewart house who won six 

medals including two golds.  Stephen 

Lawrence, of Wallace house, won a medal 

in every event possible, including three 

gold medals. Finally well done to Kyle 

Worrall of Macbeth house, who won   

medals in every event including three 

golds.  
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Shell Bright Ideas Challenge 
  
Science Club has been taking part 
in the Shell Bright Ideas         
Challenge, where pupils were 
given the challenge to find the 
issues of a city in 2050. The 
group  talked about some subjects 
like waste and water. The water 
group made a model with reverse 
osmosis to give the people in the 
flats fresh, clean water. The other 
group made a machine which 
made  bodily waste into fertiliser  
  
 
Rocket Seeds by Royal Horti-
cultural Society (RHS)  
  
Science Club received 200 Rocket 
seeds, 100 of which had been in 
space on the International Space 
Station for 100 days, the other 100 
had not left planet Earth. They 
were planted at the end of April 
and they are growing in N23.   
Science Club will record           
information about the number of 
seeds which grow and the height 
they grow to, before sending the 
results to the RHS.  
 
 
 

Author Visit - Cathy MacPhail 

S1 pupils were enthralled by a visit from award winning    
Scottish Author Cathy MacPhail. Cathy talked about character 
development in writing and led staff and pupils on a journey 
through some of her more recent book releases including 
“Devil You Know” – a gritty hard-hitting book about Glasgow 
gangs.   Pupils were also most impressed to learn that one of 
her books, “Another Me” had recently been turned into a film.   

Patrons of Reading - Metaphrog 

Our Patrons of Reading John Chalmers and Sandra Marrs  
returned in February to work with S1 classes on a Philosophy 
Island project with RME classes. Pupils enjoyed practical 
workshops examining comic planning and design before     
creating their own comic strips using a scenario from their    
imaginary island.   We are delighted that John and Sandra 
have agreed to extend their time as Patrons of Reading at 
Northfield Academy until at least October 2017. 

Author Visit – Virginia Bergin 

The school were fortunate to have a visit from author Virginia 
Bergin who was shortlisted for the Grampian Children’s Book 
Awards.  Virginia, author of “The Rain”, came to speak to an 
S2 class in May this year about her inspiration for writing.    
Pupils were hooked on the storyline for her first book “The 
Rain”.  
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Lip Sync Battle  

In March this year, the Charities         

Committee presented Northfield        

Academy’s first ever Lip Sync Battle. 

Many of our staff and senior pupils 

rose to the challenge and some      

unlikely pop and rock stars emerged!  

Although the competition was tough, 

the Spice Girls were victorious and are 

Northfield’s reigning champions. More 

importantly, the event raised £540 for 

the chosen charity, the STV Appeal.  

AFCCT School of Football 
 
Following funding from Northfield Total 
Place Participative Funding, the  
Northfield AFCCT School of Football 
will start on Tuesday 16th August 
2016.  Miss Laura Westland has been 
appointed coach by AFCCT and the 
pupil group has been selected. 



BBC MICROBIT 

All new S2 pupils have 

been gifted a Microbit 

from the BBC. During 

Computing, they have 

learned how to begin to 

use these electronic 

devices to begin to   

develop essential  

modern programming 

and thinking skills. 

This little device has an 

awful lot of features, 

like 25 red LED lights 

that can flash         

messages. There are 

two programmable   

buttons that can be 

used to control games 

or pause and skip 

songs on a playlist. 

Your BBC Micro:bit can 

detect motion and tell 

you which direction 

you’re heading in, and 

it can use a low energy 

Bluetooth connection 

to interact with other 

devices and the       

Internet – clever! 

Although pupils have 

learned some basic 

skills, there is still a lot 

more they can do with 

them at home over the 

summer holidays and 

beyond. For lots of  

videos and tutorials, 

visit 

www.microbit.co.uk to 

get started. 

BBC News Report  

Our BBC School News Report Team was again hosted by North 

East College this year.  This allowed the group to use the radio 

station and TV studio facilities.  During the day the group        

produced 33 articles on a range of topics, including the Rio 2016 

Olympics, interviews with Alex Salmond,  Christopher Blanchett 

and Aberdeen City Council Leader Jenny Laing.  The group was 

supported for a third year by Fiona Stalker from BBC Scotland. 

 
YPI 
 
Once again our S2 classes have 

participated in the Wood           

Foundations Youth and Philanthropy 

Initiative (YPI).  Each class selected 

a charity to champion and the class 

split into groups to research them 

before competing against each other 

in the semi-finals for the chance to       

represent their charity in the school 

final.  The charities represented in 

the final were Befriend a Child,    

Aberdeen YMCA, Alzheimer’s    

Scotland and the ARCHIE          

foundation.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The winning group was from 2S2 

who won a cheque for £3000 for   

Befriend a Child.   

The group would like to thank Miss 

Dolan and Katie Watters and Jade 

Hepburn from Befriend a Child who 

worked with them. 

 

Young Enterprise – Field of Favours  
 
This year, our Higher Business Management students took part in 
the Young Enterprise Scheme and created their very own business 
called 'Field of Favours'. The business also sold hand-made gift jars 
and print boards in various locations across the city.  
 
The business has now closed after numerous successful trading 
events and in total, made a profit of £440. The pupils decided to 
give this profit to charity and this decision has been supported by 
many of our shareholders who have kindly offered their investments 
to be donated too. This meant that Field of Favours presented a 
cheque for £760 to Millie’s Journey. Millie is a 4 year old girl who is 
battling cancer. 
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YMCA Europe News 

Congratulations to Mr Mike Will who was elected President of YMCA 

Europe at the General Assembly in Madrid. 

http://www.microbit.co.uk


Nicole has accepted an apprenticeship with 
Entier starting in May. Well Done Nicole!  

Partnership with Entier Ltd  

We are delighted to announce our new business link with  

Entier Ltd. Entier specialise in event catering  in addition to  

having their own café in Kingswells Business Park.           

Hospitality pupils Hannah Ross, Laura Miltenyte, Lauren Hay 

and Nicole Webster participated in the Entier Fresh Olive  

Apprenticeship competition. Laura, Nicole and Lauren were 

invited to take part in the competition final held at Entier 

Headquarters. Nicole has accepted an apprenticeship with 

Entier starting in May. Well Done Nicole!  We have           

successfully bid for funding from the Food For Thought Fund 

and we will use this to link with Entier in order to enhance the 

learning and teaching of the current National Hospitality and 

Health and Food Technology courses. 

Aberdeen Youth Games 
 

On Tuesday 10
th
 May, 

Northfield Academy took 27 

students to the Sports Vil-

lage & Beach Leisure Cen-

tre to participate in the an-

nual Aberdeen Youth 

Games. The school fielded 

teams for girls’    football, 

mixed dodgeball,    basket-

ball and table tennis. All pu-

pils were a credit to the 

school and           demon-

strated great     sportsman-

ship throughout the day. All 

teams         competed well 

however, the highlight was 

S2 pupil  Scott Watson’s 

victory in the    singles table 

tennis event.  

 
 

 
Royal Society Young  
People's Book Prize 2016 
  
The Science Club has been 
selected as part of the panel 
from 150 schools             
nationwide to judge this 
year’s prize winning        
Science book for teenage  
readers. 
The shortlist of books was 
issued on 19th May. 
The Science Club will      
receive a set of shortlisted 
books to keep and review 
by October 2016 and report 
back to the Royal Society. 
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Trip to Dundee Science Centre 
  
The Annual Science Club trip took 
place on 9

th
 May. The club went to 

Dundee Science Centre where 
they participated in a workshop 
and   interacted with the exhibits. 
During the workshop, the pupils 
had an introduction to               
programming using a computer to 
download commands to a Lego 
robot. The final challenge was to 
get the robot through a course and 
then fire its weapons at a stack of 
cups.  A lot trickier than it sounds. 

Kiltwalk  
 
On Saturday 5

th
 June ,the 

SMT,and their families and even 
Theo the dog took part in the “wee 
wander” to raise funds for our pa-
tron charity, The STV Appeal.  
Many thanks to   everyone who 
supported this and helped raise 
£700. 



Our eleventh Annual Awards Ceremony took place 
on Wednesday 15th June to celebrate the success of 
outstanding pupils at the end of this academic       
session. 

Excited pupils, parents, staff, award sponsors, school 
partners and former pupils gathered in the splendour 
of the Beach Ballroom for another glittering annual 
awards ceremony that recognised the success of 
over 240 pupils.  Without doubt, it was a fantastic 
evening, showcasing everything that’s excellent 
about Northfield Academy. We were delighted  to 
welcome Mr Stewart Milne, Executive Chairman of Stewart Milne Group and Aberdeen Football Club as our guest 
speaker.   

The awards ceremony was hosted in the Beach Ballroom for the first time but the format of the ceremony followed 
the same format as previous ceremonies.  Diplomas of Excellence were presented by Principal Teachers of    
Guidance and House Captains to pupils for demonstrating excellence in their attendance, work ethic, attitude and 
effort.  Trophies were presented by subject Principal Teachers and award sponsors to pupils who have             
progressed well in national courses, as well as pupils who have excelled in a variety of areas including sport,    
music, art and drama.  With so many awards being presented, it is no surprise that many of our pupils are inspired 
to succeed as they travel on their own journey to excellence! 

During the evening, presentations were interspersed with entertainment provided by some of the amazing talent 
we have in Northfield Academy with soloist performances, our Northfield Voices choir and a choir performance 
from our future pupils at Quarryhill Primary School.   

Another highlight of this year’s ceremony was the opportunity to welcome 60 former pupils to attend the ceremony 
as part of our school’s 60th anniversary celebrations during 2016.  Each former pupil represented the year they 
first attended Northfield Academy with Ian Mackland (1956) and George Stevenson (1957) heading the guest list.  
We were also honoured to host Rosemary Simpson and Isobel Perrin who had travelled from the USA and     
Canada respectively to attend the evening! 

Our annual awards ceremony, with a 60th  anniversary theme in the presence of all  gathered, also provided the 
ideal platform to launch the Northfield Academy Tartan.  Mr Hendry, who led the evening’s ceremony, paraded the 
new tartan by proudly wearing his new waistcoat as Head Teacher of the school.   

Of course, evenings like this do not happen without 
a huge amount of effort by organisers and the 
school  community is grateful to the efforts of the 
twenty four members of staff in  school who       
organised another memorable evening for all in 
attendance at the 2016 Celebration of Success 
Awards Ceremony. 

 

Outstanding Pupils Celebrate             

Success at Annual Awards Ceremony 

Dates for Next Term 

Monday 15th August In-Service Day 

Tuesday 16th August School Starts 

Tuesday 30th August S1 Guidance Evening 

Friday 16th September P6/7 Parents Open Morning 

Thursday 22nd September Whole School Sponsored Walk 

Friday 23th-Monday 26th 

September 

September Holidays 

Tuesday 27th September Return to School 

Friday 6th October Last Day of Term 

Summer Fair 

On Saturday 11th June, we once again hosted our 

Summer Fair which was the best yet.  With so much 

on offer from Beat the Goalie to home baking, there 

was something for everyone.  We were delighted that 

a number of local clubs and primary schools supported 

the event.  Thanks must also go to the St Nicholas 

Rotary for their support.  It would not have been     

possible  without their help. 
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