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Ferryhill School Newsletter – December 2015    
Dear Parents/Carers
As we approach the end of a very busy term we would like to pass on our best wishes to everyone for the festive season. We would also like to say a big thank you for all your support over the last term.
We continue to use the Blog and Groupcall as the main ways to get information to you as we feel this is the most efficient way to do this.

The blog can be viewed at www.ferryhill.aberdeen.sch.uk
Severe Weather
At this time of year we are beginning to think about how severe weather can affect the opening of School. With this in mind I would like to offer a quick reminder of the school information line you can call to receive up to date information:
Phone No: 0870 054 1999
Pin Code: 011330
Information about schools can also be found on Aberdeen City Council’s website at www.aberdeencity.gov.uk
Information regarding school closures is also broadcast on Northsound Radio.
School Lunches

We have been finding that a significant number of pupils have been coming for a school lunch without a dinner ticket. School lunches should be paid for in advance. Our catering staff visit the classes every Monday morning to sell tickets. Pupils can also go down to the servery on a Friday to purchase tickets. While we would always provide a lunch for a pupil, it increases the workload of the catering staff
From the start of the new school year P1-3 pupils will be entitled to a school lunch every day free of charge. If you still have any tickets left a separate letter will give details about how these can be refunded.

Outdoor clothing

As we are now into the Winter months could we ask that the children come to school with appropriate outdoor clothing. The children will only be in at breaks and lunchtimes if the weather is poor. The staff also like to use the outdoor space at the school for different activities and they will go outside when they can.

School Performances
For those that were able to come along we hope that you enjoyed our festive performances (The P7 pantomime, the P1-3 Nativity and the Nursery Nativity). I would like to thank all the pupils and staff for their hard work that ensured some fantastic shows.
Christmas Fair
A huge thank you to everyone who supported our fair this year. A grand total of £3741 was raised. We will let you know later how this money is used to support the work of the school. Thanks to the PTA for organising the event.
Absences and Lates
If your child is absent from school please could you let the office staff know. This will save them calling you later in the day. If you know early on, a message left on the answer phone before 8.30am is fine.
We are still concerned with the number of pupils arriving late to school in the mornings. The first part of the day is very important as this is usually when the teachers explain the work of the day. We would appreciate your support in making sure they are here for this. 
Term Dates
School Holiday dates can be viewed on the blog and also on the Aberdeen City Council website at www.aberdeencity.gov.uk
The dates for the remainder of the session are below;
Term 2 finishes on Friday 19th December

Term 3
Term starts – Monday 5th January 2015

Mid Term Holiday – Monday 16th February 2015

In-service Day – Tuesday 17th February 2015 (School closed to pupils)

In-service Day – Wednesday 18th February 2015 (School closed to pupils)

Term ends – Thursday 2nd April 2015

Easter Holiday (Friday 3rd to Friday 17th April 2015)

Term 4

Term starts – Monday 20th April 2015

In-service Day – Friday 1st May 2015 (School closed to pupils)

May day Holiday – Monday 4th May 2015

Term ends – Friday 3rd July 2015
Merry Christmas and best wishes for 2015 from everyone at Ferryhill School.Mr D. Wallis

Head Teacher 
Articles from United Nations Convention for the Rights of the Child which are related to this newsletter:

Article 24:  Every child has the right to the best possible health. (Outdoor Clothing and School Lunches)
Article 28:  Every child has the right to an education. (Late Children)
Article 29:  Education must develop every child’s personality, talents and abilities to the full.(School Performances)
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