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Ferryhill School Aims

Ferryhill Mission Statement-

To provide a positive warm ethos to enable children within our care to be Successful Learners, Confident individuals, Responsible Citizens and Effective Contributors.
At Ferryhill School we aim to-

· Ensure that all children feel safe, secure and happy and are given every opportunity to achieve their full potential.
· Ensure that all children, staff, parents and visitors feel welcomed and valued.

· Ensure that the curriculum ensures progression, depth of learning and enthusiasm.

· Ensure that every stakeholder feels as though they have a voice that is heard and that a safe environment for questioning purpose exists at all levels.

· Ensure an inclusive ethos of equality, fairness and respect for others.

· Ensure that the school environment is attractive and organised, allowing easy access to all resources.
Ferryhill School - Homework Policy

Partnership between the home and the school

Parents, guardians and other family members can and do make a real difference to a

child’s education and learning. Children benefit when parents and schools work together

Children learn a great deal at Nursery and School and parents/family members can add to that learning by supporting them at home. Showing an interest in their homework and talking to them about it really helps them to learn. 

The success of homework activities depends upon a co-operative home-school partnership.
Homework helps children:

practice and consolidate work done in class

prepare for future class work

work independently

take more responsibility for their own learning

develop good habits of study and self-discipline

plan and organise time

Teacher’s Role

to set homework which is interesting, cross-curricular and at the appropriate level

( to set homework which pupils can do independently or with minimal support or

( to set practical activities to be completed co-operatively at home e.g. game

to clearly explain the purpose of the homework to pupils

to set realistic deadlines

to check homework and give worthwhile feedback where appropriate

to give recognition for effort and work well done

Pupil’s Role
to make time to do the homework

to complete tasks set with as much effort and standard of presentation as class work

to ask parent/guardian to sign completed work

to return completed homework to the teacher on time

Parent’s Role

to help children to find a suitable place and time to complete tasks

to support children with tasks but not to do it for them

to check and sign homework

to contact the school with any concerns

See Appendix 1 for details on tasks that are relevant to each stage of the Curriculum for Excellence. This is not an exhaustive nor exacting list and teachers will use their professional judgement to ensure that homework is appropriate for the individual child.

Appendix 1

Early Level

Home/school links in the Nursery include:

· Story sacks/library books

· All About Me books sent home at the start of the school session

All of which help the parent to share activities with their child. The weekend bear can also be used in the Nursery as a focus for story time.

Home/ school links in Primary 1 include:

· Reading 

· Mathematics activities to reinforce class work

· Language Activities

· Phonics/Spelling “say, make/break, blend, read and write” strategy

· Project work

· Short Talks

Homework should take no more than 5 – 10 minutes per night when divided over the week.

First Level

Homework activities in Primary 2 – Primary 3 include:

· Reading

· Mathematics activities to reinforce class work

· Language Activities

· Phonics/Spelling “say, make/break, blend, read and write” strategy

· Project work

· Short Talks

Homework should take no more than 5 – 10 minutes per night when divided over the week.

Homework activities in Primary 4 include:

· Reading. 

· Spelling –“say, make/break, blend, read and write”   strategy. Various short activities can be given to practice spelling words, not restricted to writing sentences.

· Mathematics activities to reinforce class work

· Class research projects linked to class topic

· Talks

Activities allocated will, where possible, be linked to the class project.

Homework should take no more than 15 – 20 minutes per night when divided over the week.

Second Level

Homework activities in Primary 5 - Primary 7 include:

· Reading activities will be given to children that are age and stage   appropriate. 

· Spelling ––“say, make/break, blend, read and write”     strategy. Various short activities can be given to practice spelling words, not restricted to writing sentences.

· Mathematics tasks to reinforce class work

· Class research projects linked to class topic

· Talks

Activities allocated will, where possible, be linked to the class project.

Homework should take no more than 15 – 20 minutes per night when divided over the week.

Homework for the First and Second stages is usually set one week in advance. The choice of weekday to assign is left at the discretion of the teacher. Extended tasks will be spread over a few weeks.
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