Ferryhill School Homework Club

September 2013
INTRODUCTION     Homework Club provides a place for children and parents or carers to interact together in learning activities, by:-

· sharing learning tasks is a “cementing” experience which enhances successful learning and relationships;
· providing a place for such sharing which is helpful for families where space at home may be limited;
· enriching home/school partnership through parent enterprise;
· supporting the school policy for shared learning; 
· acknowledging the different learning styles of visual, auditory and active learning, and creating opportunities for their expression; 
· supporting families for whom English is not the first language, helping to make sense of learning activities in a relaxed setting;  

· involving older pupils as Buddies, encouraging them to take responsibilities that enable confident and effective contribution (Curriculum for Excellence)
THE ACTIVITIES (often with a seasonal theme) include:-

· Art and craft projects, and creative skills such as knitting 
· Word-searches, crosswords, number puzzles, games & quizzes

· Reading and story/poetry sessions

· Attending concerts and other outings

· Snack time which involves social “rules” and guidance (the adults attending share a tea break as well!) 

SUPERVISION – In February Debbie Yhip moved to London, and other parents were encouraged to take some leadership roles.  A fourth qualified teacher joined the team.  Members of school staff were not as involved as in previous years.

ATTENDANCE during Session 2012-13
· 47 children between Primary 1 and 7 attended during the year.  One Nursery age sibling and two toddlers also attended with mothers.
· 24 came regularly, including up to 4 from After School Club

· Up to 8 Buddies from P5, 6 and 7

OUTCOMES

During this, our fifth year, there were several significant outcomes for those attending:-

· Those for whom English is a second language have increased their understanding, their expression and engagement in learning tasks; their parents have engaged more confidently with their learning.

· Children have developed confidence in expressing themselves

· Children’s manual dexterity and creative ideas have developed through the range of art/craft opportunities provided

· Parents/carers have become  more aware of the value of supportive relationships in learning tasks and some have taken lead roles 

· All have responded increasingly positively to the support offered

· “Buddies” have developed their sense of responsibility

We are fortunate to now have four experienced volunteer teachers, making it possible to give consistent support for the particular needs of specific children.    The emphasis is on sharing thoughts about homework tasks, encouraging creative thinking and developing manual dexterity.   Regular planning meetings have been held throughout the year to ensure progression and continuity.  A positive relationship is developing with the new Head Teacher, appointed in January, and use of the Packed Lunch Room is much appreciated.   12 parents/carers have come regularly with their children throughout this Session.  The organisation changed when Debbie moved in March (see over) and establishing a new structure has not been without challenges.   However as parents have recognised their own skills and gained confidence in taking the lead, Session 2013-14 should see a more consistent approach to planning.   Having a treasurer (who is also PTA Treasurer) has been of benefit.   The PTA has agreed to a grant of £200 per session which has enabled the purchase of a storage unit and will allow future financial security.   A trip to the RSNO “Snowman” concert was arranged in December 2012 and was very well attended by around 80 parents and children.

A financial contribution is requested from those who attend to cover the cost of resources and snack, but it is kept as low as possible (currently £1 per afternoon with a concession for more than 2 children in one family).   This Session it was agreed that those who wish can pay weekly.   Any donations of money or resources such as paper, games, books etc. are always gratefully received.

	FERRYHILL BOOK INVESTIGATORS   This offshoot of Homework Club, FBI (led by Mrs MacPherson and attended by P5 to 7 pupils) has taken place twice a month.   Some of those attending share a snack at Homework Club before FBI.   


 Those with leadership roles during the year:-
Parents

Shehana Begum

Colette Crichton (Treasurer from March 2013)
Chris Dunhill (took over as parent coordinator in March 2013)
Rhianna Mackenzie (Food Hygiene Cert trained snack coordinator)
Anne Murray

Margaret Ross

Debbie Yhip (parent coordinator until March 2013)

Israa Zohdy 
Qualified teachers

Maureen Dorward

Lorna Glen

Linda Morrison

Mary Singer

Members of school staff

Jeanette MacPherson (FBI)

Theresa Summers (EAL advisory teacher)
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