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Twinkling Stars



Our children are our stars 



Argyll and ButeCOMMUNITY SERVICES: 
EDUCATION



6 Key Objectives

• Raise educational attainment and achievement for all;
• Use performance information to secure improvement 

for children and young people;
• Ensure children have the best start in life and are ready 

to succeed;
• Equip young people to secure and sustain positive 

destinations and achieve success in life;
• Ensure high quality partnership working and 

community engagement, and
• Strengthen leadership at all levels.

6 Key Objectives



• Earliest Relationships (warm human 
relationships, spontaneous feeling of 
friendship and love

• Ecological Perspective (context of family, 
community and society

• Being Resilient
• Perception of Wellbeing

6 Key Objectives
Importance of Health & Wellbeing in 

the Earliest Years Four Recurring 
Themes



Bruce Perry’s work shows what happens if you don’t 
have positive interaction. 

The smaller of the two brains is of a child who received 
little interaction

Brains are affected by 
experience!



Sensitive Periods in Early Brain Development

VisionVision

0 1 2 3 7654

High

Low

Years

Habitual ways of respondingHabitual ways of responding
Emotional controlEmotional control

SymbolSymbol

Peer social skillsPeer social skills
NumbersNumbers

HearingHearing

Graph developed by Council for Early Child Development (ref: Nash, 1997; Early Years Study, 1999; Shonkoff, 2000.) 

Pre-school years School years

LanguageLanguage

 

Why the Early Years are so 
Important

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Skills formation begets skills formation  - Heckman
Short-term sticking plaster or longer-term prevention/regeneration strategy?



The Child’s Development



• Child initiated
• Open ended
• Un rushed
• Adaptable resources
• Spaces
• Leisurely
• Creative
• Full of fun
• Imaginative
• Real or imaginary companionship

Wellbeing Play



Relationships and Ecological 
Perspective



• To be a champion for our children and their 
well being.

• To provide positive relationships, context, and 
develop resilience and  perception of 
wellbeing

Our Duty as Professionals 
and Human Beings



David Bain, Education ManagerEvery Child Needs a Champion



Reach for the stars 
Climb every mountain higher 
Reach for the stars 
Follow your heart's desire 
Reach for the stars 
And when that rainbow's shining over you 
That's when your dreams will all come true 
S Club 7

Reach for the Stars
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