Key words for our topic
What do you understand these words to mean?

	Word
	Definition

	gene


	A section of DNA which controls a particular characteristic.

	genetics


	Related to the passing on of characteristics from parents to offspring.

	trait


	Another word for a characteristic.

	characteristic


	A distinguishing feature of an organism.

	DNA


	The chemical which makes up genes and chromosomes and which carries genetic information.

	inheritance


	Passing characteristics from one generation to the next.

	chromosome


	Thread-like structures, each made of a long length of DNA. There are 23 pairs in a human cell.

	variation


	The differences between individuals.

	nucleus


	The part of a cell which controls all the activities of the cell because it contains the chromosomes.

	alleles


	Different versions of the same gene.  For example the gene for tongue-rolling has two versions, dominant (for rolling) and recessive (non-rolling). 

	dominant


	A dominant allele will always show up even when a person inherits only one copy.

	recessive


	A recessive allele will not show up unless a person inherits two copies (one from each parent).

	cell


	The building blocks for living things.

	continuous variation
	Traits which can vary over a wide range within a population, can be measured and can be affected by environmental factors. Produce a standard distribution curve if graphed using a line graph e.g height, weight.

	discontinuous variation
	A trait that has only a few distinct variations. You would use bar graphs to show these traits in your class e.g. tongue rolling, eye colour,  handedness, blood group.

	offspring
	A descendant, a person’s child, an animal’s young.

	generation
	A single stage in the descent in a group of people (or plants or animals).


The first 12 of these definitions are available as a set of dominos.

