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•  Important information on the national 
context 

•  Based on evidence from inspections, 
reviews and validated self-evaluation 

•  Covers engagements and consultations 
with a wide range of stakeholders, 
2012-14  

•  Describes best practice to support 
evaluating and planning for improvement 

•  Supports professional dialogue and 
learning  

•  An agenda for discussion with partners 
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Looking back at the successes  
of GME 
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If I had a wish …  
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“Some aspects of learning are so central to being a teacher 
that they should be core elements for every student.  Beyond 
this it is desirable to have diversity within the broad 
expectations of the standard, for example to enable 
specialism.. to take account  of individual interests, prior 
learning and needs” 

Professor Graham Donaldson 
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High-quality professional learning 
to support  teachers of GME 
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Children need to benefit from total immersion on the 
commencement of statutory education in pre-school 
provision as a 3-18 continuum of learning 
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•  Learners need to experience high-quality total immersion as 
part of GME until they have a secure foundation in the language 
and a level of fluency that will enable them to build on the 
progress made in Gaelic  

•  Teachers’ monitoring and tracking of progress and 
achievement needs to ensure that children have received 
sufficient total immersion  

•  A range of approaches are used in total immersion to enable 
children to hear and absorb high-quality Gaelic  

•  In delivering learning in the total immersion playroom and 
classroom, staff need to ensure learning which is progressive 
and coherent  
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Immersion from end of P3/beginning of P4 onwards  
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Clear rationale based on shared values, learners’ 
entitlements, four capacities, design principles, local 
circumstances, local and national advice, views of parents, 
meeting the needs of groups of learners, ie those 
learning Gaelic and through Gaelic 
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“Twenty-first century teachers must help to equip 
future generations to thrive in an environment of fast, 
continuous and fundamental change and must 
themselves capitalise on potentially far-reaching 
implications for teaching and learning” 

Professor Graham Donaldson, 2013 
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•  Gaidhlig and GME is an entitlement in the broad general 
education with pathways to national qualifications, 
achievements and development of skills 

•  Learners need to be using Gaelic beyond the Gaelic 
classroom 

•  The senior phase needs to have flexibility and choice to 
enable learners to continue to develop the totality of the 
curriculum through Gaelic to impact on fluency  

•  Monitoring and tracking needs to be checking young 
people’s progress in Gaelic and improving their fluency as 
an entitlement to personal support 
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•  A 1+2 Approach for Language Learning affords an 
important framework for increasing the number of 
those learning Gaelic in English medium education  

•  Gaelic (Learners) can be the first or second 
additional language 

•  The learning of an additional language, which 
might be Gaelic (Learners), is an entitlement for all 
as part of the broad general education up to the 
end of S3, within the languages curriculum area  

.  
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•  Both Curriculum for Excellence and a 1+2 Approach 
promote learning Gaelic in the broad general education as 
a continuum of learning with opportunities for awards and 
qualifications in the senior phase  

•  The standard for Gaelic Learner Education(GLE) 3-18 is 
based on the Experiences and Outcomes and the 
specifications of SQA and other awards  

•  Effective transition between the primary and secondary is 
key for progression and continuity  

•  Curriculum design, eg specialisation, electives and master 
classes need to be used to increase uptake for GLE 
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Taigh an Raon Rèidh, 28 Rathad an Raon Rèidh, Inbhir Nis  
Fòn làimhe: 07786661963 Fòn: 01463 253110 Facs: 01463 
253075 

Longman House, 28 Longman, Road, Inverness IV1 1SF 
Mobile: 07786661963 Tel: 01463 253110   Fax: 01463 253075 

www.educationscotland.gov.uk 


